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Thean Hou Temple 1s a building which has the richest features of Chinese Architectural
beauty in Malaysia. Its main attractions include Balustradés, Decorative Beams, Domed
Ceiling, Eaves Cormnice, Column Beam Angle, Caligraphic Couplets, Murals, Chinese
Medicinal Herbs Garden, Wishing Well, Tortoise Pond. Love Fate Lane, Souvenir Stall.

EE®Jr Informations About Thean Hou Temple: |
1. n'frﬁ?ﬁ "',‘.!':"-.'.F'T-;c."fﬁ !
Gross Land Area: 1.67 Acres "')
2. BAR . FHEREEA L . '
Construction Cost: About 7 millions

O ORANG. REAGKTERAMBEARE, FAMIE DA

Building features: Ancient Chinese Construction

1. RTEREHLRF & | |
Property belongs to the Persatuan Hainan Selangor & W.F. | . Thea“ Ho“ Temple . |

5. T—HA—FAAH# B TR EITEMK {
A ground breaking ceremony was held on 30-8-1881. |

6. T—AAZFE+—AdEABFHARMK ;

Beam Installation Ceremony was held on 27-11-1983. ik
F—RAEF+—A+xBRITREZEFEMX g |
Installation of Goddess of The Heavenly Mother (Ma Zu) was held on 16-11-1985.

8. T—HANF+ATALBRETALEEELTALRL ;
Installation of Goddess of Mercy was held on 18-10-1986. |

0. FTANAF+—RA+XAREALEREFALAL
Installation of Goddess of Sui-Wei was held on 16-11-1986.

10, T—ANELFZAER A
Building works were completed in 1987.

1. F—AALENA 2B B FEA

Officlal opening ceremony was held on §

-

-9-1989.
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Goddess of the Wﬂtérfrﬁnt

The Goddess of the Waterfront Is a deity revered by the Hainanese,
According to Hainanese legends - and also as dﬂpiﬂiﬂd within the
Temple of the Waterfront Goddess, situated in the Hainan town of
Wen-Chang - the Goddess of the Waterfront was sighted here, and on
the exact spol she had appeared, believers built the temple in her
tribute. She was thus named for the temple overlooking the waterfront
of the Port of Qing-Lan, in the Town of Wen-Chang.

Legend has il that across the Porl of Qing-Lan was a village resided
by the Pan Clan. One day, a member of the Pan, who earncd his
livelihood by fishing, netted a heavy log among his daily calch. As
soon as the log was brought onto shores, strange incidenls began to
oceur, which triggered the curiosily of the village elders who believed
the log carried magical powers.

The fisherman Pan then vowed to build a temple with the magical lr:r.g
as the cenltrepiece of tribute, however as he had no money,
discarded his vow, and the log was lefl idle in a plgsty, being br:al;en
by sunrays and rain. The magical log started emitting spirits, and
villagers had Lo say prayers bearing joss sticks so that they and their
keeps may be in peace.

According lo the legend, the magical log would disappear at dusk,
and upon one of the Pan's "longan” trees, would appear a beautiful
girl - thinly buil; and bearing a motherly expression on her face. The
villagers realized they were in the presence of a holy entity, and
pesiered the fisherman Pan to raise funds for building a temple.

Kventoally, encugh money was collected, However the villagers could
not decide on the best site for the temple. One day, as Lhey were
praying for a heavenly guidance, a young boy suddenly jumped up
from among the crowd, and ran eight whole miles to the Village at
Bay's End (Bo-Wei Cun). There, the child pointed his arms and waved
al the waterfront of the Port of Qing-Lan - the site of the Temple of
the Waterfront Goddess was thus decided.

Because the spiritual entity appeared in female [orm; believers
revered her as a Goddess ~ who, for the majority of Hainanese -and
even some Teochew, Hokkien and Canfoncse residing all over South-
Fast Asia, watches over the peaceful seas.
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The Heavenly Mother

The Heavenly Mother is also known as Her Heavenly Princess ( Tian
F'ei), or traditionally The Holy Grandmother { Ma Zu ).

Her Holiness: ariginally named Lin Muo Niang; was born in 960 AD,
on the 23rd dav of the 3 month on the Song Dynasty calendar: She
was born to Lin ( father ) and Wang ( mother ), in a ullagﬂ along
Fujian's Pu Tian Mei bayside.

According to the Lin' family-tree text, the day Her Holiness was born,
the land was mysterionsly covered by a purple streak. perfumed aroma
filled every household, and a goldenly shining halo appeared above
the Lin house, within which emitied a red glow, shocking and altracting
the curious among villagers. Atmonth’'s end - when families celebrale
their baby's "Full Moon", one-month birthday - the baby had not cried
even once, hence she was named Lin Muo Niang ( Muo is the Chinese
character meaning silence ).

Olden text has it that Lin Muo Niang was a natural-born intelligent
child, and on one [aithful day when she was observing her refleclion
in a well, a holy spirit appeared o her and passed on a myriad of
godly powers. Upon receiving these powers, she was able 10 ¢ross
seawalers on cloth-mats and travel the islands on white-clouds, and
because she showed enlightenment o the Gods in Heaven, people
came ta know her as The Enlightened Spicil ( Tong-Yuan Ling-Nii ), or
The Dragon's Daughter ( Long Ni ).

Song Dynasty text has it thal in 887 AD, on the 9th day of the 9th
month an the Chinese Lunar calendar, Lin Muo Niang ascended the
highest peak of Fujian's Pu Tian Mei province and was never seen
again. Legends have it that on that day, shie had risen to the Heavens
and became a Deity. Therefore, the people built a shrine in her tribute,

During the Southern Song Dynasly, China's trade in it's southern
seas prospered. Therefore legends entailed that Mother Lin Muo Niang
had constantly watched over all Chinese trade ships. Due to Her
Loving-kindness, conlemporary scholars had pald respecl Lo Her
Holiness, resulting in the Royal Courl’s bestowing her the title
Heavenly Mother, making her the Goddess of the Southern High Seas.
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Guan-Yin, The Goddess of Mercy

The Goddess of Mercy, popularly revered as Guan Shi-Yin, which isa
name directly translated from its original Indian-Sanskrit term - Kuan
meaning deep and empathizing thoughts; Shi meaning this world of
unfulfilled wants and unending sadness in which we live; Yin meaning
all human voices especially our outeries of grievances.

According Lo Buddhist scriptures, Guan Shi-Yin has thirty-three
different incarnations. However, Her most familiar physical
appearance as the female Goddess of Mercy who is revered by
followers had its roots in 8rd Century B.C., at the end of the Zhou
Dynasly during the Xing-Lin Kingdom, as it3 King Miao-Zhuang's third
princess Miao-Shan. i '

Olden text has it that on the 19th day of the 2nd month, in 'tﬁﬂ"

cighteenth year of the Xing-Lin Kingdom, King Miao-Zhuang was
surprised by the full blossoming of every water lily in the Royal Garden,

and as he pondered for a reason, palace attendants came with news |
of 1he Queen's giving birth to a princess. who was named Princess

Miao-Shan, meaning "miraculously kind-hearted".

Princess Miao-Shan grew up with Independent thoughts, rejecting
the King's proposals for match-made marriages, as she wanted Lo
dedicate her whole life to learning the religious scriptures to help
lighten the sufferings of human beings, and she eventually lefl the
Roval Palace for the monastery.

In a fit of anger, King Miao-Zhuang ordered the monasiery burned to
ground, none of the monks survived, but Princess Miao-Shan emerged
unscathed. The King then instructed Palace Guards to decapitate the
Princess, but their steel blades broke in half, and when she was
ordered hanged, the noose tore. When a ferocious white tiger was lel
loose on her, il carried her on its back and lefl the Palace for safer
ground.

Afterwards, Princess Miao-Shan was placed under the tutelage of
His Holiness the Amithaba Buddha to practise the virtues of Buddhism,

and she eventually achieved enlightenment on the peak of Mount Pu-
Tuo.

Years laler, on hearing that her father, King Miao-Zhuang was seriously
ill, Princess Miao-Shan hastily returncd to her father's side. And in
an act of ultimate sacrifice, the Princess severed her own two arms
and gouge out both her eyes, in order to save her father's life. From
then on Princess Miao-Shan's act of filial plety. her moral conduct
and the miracles atiributed her, became known to all corners of the
land and followers from all over came forward to pay their tribute.
Thus, Princess Miao-Shan was popularly revered as Guan Shi-Yin -
The Goddess of Mercy, and the Saviour of the Under-privileged.
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