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DOES THE PRESENCE OF
A FOREIGN POWER EVER
HELP A COUNTRY WITH
PROBLEMS?

BYELIZABETH KON

The
inlringenent of a couniry's sovcrcignry or rppreciated Npport f.om alli€s

in a bad siLualion? Therein lies the crux of a coDtcntious issue that still eD-

gende.s nuch heated debate toda!.'. \\'o d war lI mcmoia]s forcgroNld the

sisrificant and rvelcomed role of foreign soldiers nr lib€ratins Europc ftom
Hitlels rcgimc- Yet the deeplyunpopular and unsuccesslu I Vietnam War and

tlie continued bitterness over the legacy ofAsenc-v Oransc and lcft behfid landnines ni \rietnan shoir

tlie distirct polarities iD process and oullrome $'|en global polrcrs tNto deal with the iDterDal problens

ofoiher counhies. At tines like this, {oreign presence in the form ofdircct action. aid or inlluence caD be

thc DrakiDg or breakitrg poiDt of whether the host countrt is able to successtullydcal with problems like
political insiabilit"v and cconomic neltdoMs, ethnic and civil strile or hLrmanitariaD oiscs. uhilc thc

Dlotives and agendas ofsuchforeign assistancc maysometines conplicate the proble r,lhe naturc ofthe
challeDges most countries hce todayissLrc.h that foreig. hclp is actlally crucjri ard Dec€ssit.y, especialil

whcn canied out iD the spirit ofcooperaLio a d altruism.

Most tbreign intcNcntion in the $uld tends to be backed p or ondertakeD by establishcd Daiions and

the UN and its attendant agcncics. HeDce when counties have problenN, help f.om these global flar-'crs
are alwaF definite!, needed because theyhav. thc nost resources and tlie best expertise to aclieve the

most direct and beneficiaL effect. lroreign investment fiorn thc ichcst and most developed nations ofthe
world caD eponertially affect the developmenl olpoor nations str\rggling to raise the stardard of living

oftheir peoplc or briDg their ecoDomies ni line with ih€ i ernaLionalflow ofiradc aDd financ.. ForeigD

powers ha\€ the most crlcnsivc finarcial reach and i luence, hence iheir abiliry to b ng into cffcct free
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trade agrccmcnts aD.l devebpnrent frojccts can strbstaDtially raise r|e GDP of needy Daiions. Such wealth of technolosy, money and

expertise h particularly crucial in limes ofhumaDitaian need an{i disaster, preventing death tolls from rising and extending the nec

cssary ciamage contr'ol. Recolery frorn Lhe 2oo4 tsuDann was quicke. because foreisn powers were inaited intohelP raisebillionsof

do ars of aid and had a 
"hole 

coDtiDge r ol rcliefworkcrs, cDsineers and doctors to send in lo aid recovery and construction wo*
Contrast the success ofrhis ctrorl to the sp.ead oideath and sickDess in Myanma. after a devastating tj"hoon wher the local govern-

mentrctused irternational hch, in pafticularthat oltheWesrern po$€N.

Citics ma!'. arguc that counkies onlycomcinto theirownwhen they have the leeway and independence io deal with their oM prob

lcns. It.rrfever, as Kofi Alnan, the former Scoctart GeDer ofthe UN, o.ce stressed, the challeDges countries face today arc prob-

lens without passports. The nahre ofrhese problcrns is incrcasinsly and unavoidablyofa global scale and conpldity as theworld

becomcs more iDrerconnccrcd. ,\s such, the abilirr. to pull tosethe. differenr levels of help and knowhow is elen more crucial Onli

rhrcugh ihe iDvolvemenr of forcign porvels can ire then coordinate tlie Decessary responses and actionsi to heh nations that have

civil wars rhai too easily spill over into reishbouring counhies, tackle clinate change that rccognises no borders and conmunicable

iliseases thar nc.d irte.national organisati{rn to stage health inteNcntions and to give out life-saving vaccnies and medicines lhe
proliferation oltennrist cells aDd nerworks has necessitated.ioirr n)ilitary ofcrations between global powers and local states to tmin

arnics and police forccs,like ni the Philjppincs. PakistaD and Yenen. The intractability ofthese probiems mcans that no onelocal

sn.atesy is ele. the besh'ay to fishtAids, presen'ebiodiversilv, combat drousht and fanine and ihc retusee problem. No local agency

can subsriiute for the scale ofofcMtional expefise and dcpth ofengagement that foreign powers can pull across naiions and races.

The mosr commoD grievance against thc presence oflbreign powe$ is the conceflr that it woutd violate the notion ofnational sover

cjgntJ and hence causc more con1plicarions tiran real help. BLrt foreigD involvement, ev€n ofa !r^rF r.hnqt nnh,re seNes the needs

oflocal populations $'|en it is the local golemmcnt theniselves thai are causins tlie problens aDd squandered iheir own legitjnacy

Lo mte. \\hen oppressi\'e regimcs cu$ aDd abose the ghts and freedons ofiis people and deviate fron international norms ofgood

gove rancc, foreigD interventioD is the oDly .oure by rlhich these people can get hopc to get rcliel Repressive nations likc North Korea

and tran tend to flasraDtl) disresard the well-being and dcsn€s oftheir citizens and it is only rhe cornbined pressure put on them by

foreign powers ihai can keep the nr chcckand ludge then totakcstepsto resol$e ihe issue. The argument of the sanctiry and inde-

pcndcDce oflocal bordcrs pales in regard ro ihc horror engend€red by the atrocities that ihe Rwandan and Sudanese genocides can

sparqr oD its o\!n people. Thc lesitimacy ol such inicrfereDce by foreign poweN olt trump ihc suppos€d right of local governments

to deat with ttreir orvr inrernal frcblems ofsrrife and conflict. W]len governments fail their own people, foreign powers are needed to

step in to build democracies. pLrnish war c ninals, enforcc and prcnote intemal reconciliarion and aDswer queslions about how to

goverr. Sucn rccogDised noral authoritr and fifluence $orks especially for failjng or nascent states, pulling different parti€s togetlier

as the counrry rccove$ froni civil shife or transitioD from subjection to nidependencc. East Timor, Cambodia, Bosnia and Kosovo

havc been abte ro pi.k up the pieces wilh the hclp of fo.eign powers- Oriy advanced nations can generate ihc necessary trust and

patiencc in tlie embq,onic process ofnarion buildins, btrikling Lrp govcrDmental and state apparatls and legal andfituncial institu

cranted, foreisn DoweN are nor ahrays a one-sidecL mirac.le cure ard may exacelbatc existing detrirnenis. The vested interests and

moiives ofsuch tbreisn p.Ne$ cnn someiimcs sive local leaders a disficentive to chanse for the better, buildins uP a too reliant co

deFndcnt retationship nrstcad. other rimes, qnical acts ofreal politickand a calculated cost beDelit analysis ofbesi outcomes nay

cause forcigD poweru Lo prop up local despors or rum ablind eye to certajD unsavoury aspects of local governments- This only creates

avicious cy.lc ofmjstnrsr ard suspicion, hampering tuture efforts ofother F$€rs to lix the problen. PJl<istan is crucial toihefight

agaiDst terrorism and has a significant Ameican presence to hclp in that light. But it is still one of the most corrtrpt nations in thc

worl.i Nith a substantial {motrDl ol delclopneDtal aid lost to local governance. China has rlso come under criticism as iis hesitance

offuttiDg pressorc on Sudan is becarlse of its oil intercsts rhere. Thcreforc, wanting io intcwene to contain a country's problems and

stabitisjrs the region may prevert the counht from repeating such nistakes but also ironically cause rnore problcns for the tuture

civen rhe rechnological a(lvances aDd increasjng conncctcdness oftoday's world, the presence of fot€i8n powers in nanonal natters

is beconin!, morc ofa gilen. And Lheil nrfluence is noL alh'ays restricted to militaryor economic terns. The advent and impact ofn€w

mcilia comnmnication tools has granted easyaccess to infomraiion atrd made it possiblc for foreign ideas to sprcadrapidly and have

influcnce over inre rn al evcDts withou r even a rcal ph)'sical presencc nr thecountry.The collabomtion wiih the United States govern

nrentto d.tayTivi{eas scheduledsite nainLenanccto help the protesiers oflun is recent disputed elections is a case in point. Since

rhe sprcad aDd nifluence of any nation over another can no loDger be confined to and shut out by teritorial baniers, the work ahead

is to manage these inie.acrions so local narions can bettcr leverage the full lcvel ofbenefits that the cooperation of foreign powers

can accord them. This srare ofthe i{orld will outlast shilting policies, changing parties and brreaucEtic switches. And probabty strict

ovcrsistrt is needed by cnpowered and indcFDdelt overseers.Ii ma)'be the strengthened role ofIGOS and NGos that can help keep

aU couDtries, including powcfrl nations, on the stmight and nariow, to push global powers to do the nght thing while benefitingthe

nalions i\iich reaLly needhclp. fftt
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At lnsi.ouni ihe new millen.nrm h.s u'it.essed and , do^. sc.l
tered "lesser" arnedconflicts ud civilunrests. U'hether stNgglingove. inectuaLities

of wealih aDd resource distribntion, Mestlins fo. regioml rLld politicrl dornimDce

or ethnic cleansing, such situaiions occasjoD diplomatic, economic or militrry in-
terventions by fbreign powers. Ostensibly, forcisn po'vc6 intcNcnc aDd cstnblish a

presence iD these countries, whether individually or collectiyeiy under Lhe auspices ofintemational conr

nunities like the United Nations or NATO, to stop injustice, ajd victins, ard create social and political

structures that will operate ditrerently liom previous modes of governnient. ln reality, such intene tions
have not al$'a)s bcDefited ihe countries helped and often been motjvated by the lesvthaD altruistic de

sires offo.eign powers which stand to gain powcr aDd cconomic bcnelits.

Undeniably, the presence of a fo.eign power can sten the lide olhoman ghts abLNes. stabilise political

uDcertai ies and facilitate mo.e peacetul conditions in a country. Throughout the rgth century, the ilu
rcpeansweE backing humaDitaiaD expeditions, dispatching troops to stop killings i! places like Pr,land

and Bulgaria that were then undcrgoing political aDd social transitions that created ripe condjtions for
massacres. Greek nationalists intent on dsnrg up against OttornaD mlc to create aD independent Greece

in 1827 wor d not have been successfol without the British, French and RussiaD nalics combinnrs to
repel the threat ofthe Ottoman empire and nav)'.ln ourtjne, the leadership, concerled oBanisation and

superior firepower prcvided by global players like Australia in Iast Timor, the United Sl.ttes in Bosnia

and Kosovo, and the British in Siena Leone, paved the way for the nasceDt governlrents to move towards

eventual seltulle, and h€lped its shcll'shockcd people to recover from prclonsed bloodshed and abuses

ro embrace societal progress.

SURFTHIS

DEMANDABROADERPERSPECTIVE 7



lloe,erer, the desi.e to remake the world and right human Mongs docs not guaraDtee afairy-tale ending.

The liistory of foreign power interve tion is Littered with lrcto es that cost natjve pcoplcs mlch hardship

and the experieDce ofbeins treated as second class citizens i their own 1and, as colonialisrn has den-
onstratcd. Till today, U.S. presence on Japanese soil is a seDsitile matter despite the securiq it providcs

because ofJapanese concons about noise pollution and high crinie rates in the vicinily of U.S. military
bases.ln nddition, thehigh hopes that civilian atrocities and Senocjdes would cease $'i$ the creation ol
the iDternationaL document lhe Respoosibilityto Protectin 2oo1- in idrich thc intcmatioDal conmuitl
had ihe responsibilitj to iDtenene if local gor€rnnents were unwilling or nrcapablc of protcctirs their

oMr citizcnry'- wcre untullilled xs seen in tlie failures of the UN to stop the large scale massacres, rapes

and lyrchins in Bosnia, Somalia aDd Rsrrda. The presence of foreign powers \{ith the irtenlion of olTcr-

inil lrrilitart secldq do.s not oflcr guaraDteed results ard is inetrectual in preventjng the internalsr fe

and suffernrg aoronitsl lhe locals.

Too ofteD, the objectives of the f.r.eign powe. are not aligned with those ihat it attcmpts to 'rescue" and

its actionscan cven exacerbate crisis conditions and bringabout elen more chaos and anguish insteadin

the larget natioD. At tirncs, its lcryprcscnce nal iDcite greater counter activity on lhe parl of reb€ls or

insu rgents lo repel €ffots to stabilis. thc local or iDterim govennneDt the foreign power suppo.ts. Worse,

even ordinaryciLi&rs mayviewsuc| meddlirgas ailNattothe status quo, hoNever nise.ably they had

been labouriDg under it. America s Wa. on Tenor is a casc in point. Whilc George.W Bush announced

lofty aims offrceiDs opp.essed I.aqis fiom the tyranny ofSaddan Hussein in 2oo1, ordinary Iraqis Nere

rootnrs for a qnick and decisive \ictorf for the despot. their reasons? Iear ol the chaos, instabili\, suf-

Iering and pain that an! fomr of fighting aill bring. 8 years dom the road, rs the Americans begin to pull

out fronl haq, there is little optnnisrn that ihc campaign has actually aclieved its aims.l.ar tron Inaking

haq and the ilorkl a saler place, such iitenention has ironically aclieved the opposite, creating a new

generatior oflslanic rxdicalism and increased leforist threats. Often $'hen thc inteDtions and values of
the foreign po$'er do not match or effectively lake i to consideration local dcsircs and culturc, g.eater

conflici and su{fcring cDsles, making the presence oftheforeign power counteDroductive.

Mo.eorer, foreign po$,ers oft€n |avetbcirom conccms to deal with at home and nayhlrve to basetheir

involvement ab.oad on public senliment and availabilitl ofrcsourccs. This niakes foreign powers onreli

able aDd hnited in terms ofwhat they can do. l-requent pull ouis by forcigD poweN teDd to crexte power

vacuums thatfacilitate stnssles to fill the void, ironically bringing the problen back to square oDe, but in
an evcn morctanslcd mess. This {zs demonstrated in Somalia \rhich has lacked an cffcctilc ccntral sov-
ernment since Prcsident Siad Abarrc res ovcrthroM irl 1991- narlier UN led task lbrces s!c.h Th e United

Nations Op€ration in Somalia TLNOSOII) and the United Nations Trsk Force (UNl:lAIr) attempled lo

DIDYOU KNOW?

#
ri4 i/' ,r nstd,h,rt. ,.4iD

bn5 n ,c n!(Rr(/i( (iur
s !,!r )1 tuPqJ rt! t)t lilt et a )

b! th!,rn 01 nt s!!!(I wqTt w!,

eDforce ceasefires between wardng civil factions, encourage pcacetalk and obsene

the distributjoD of food aid. Hoiveve., these eftbrts were costly, runniDs into billions

ofdollars aDd repeatedly srbotaged by local rebel groLrps. High nunbers of casual-

ries sustailed in thc course of rcsto.ation bI both local Somalia s and the foreign

peacekeeptrg troops, erodedsood$ l to$'ards foreisD powe$ and led to p.emature

pull-outs by U.S. and Ethiopjan forcesbefore anyconcrete results were established,

leaving the country in a state oipolilicai limbo and social instability. The sane is
happeDing ir Iraq and this calls into question the true pur'lroses of forcign po$'er

prcscnce. what is the poiDt ofintenention nhe thecost both inanciallyaDd po-

litically to both dre locals aDd the forcigD power is so hjgh and hilure so frequeDt?

THE PRESENCE OF FORE]GN POWERS

WITH THE INTENTION OF OFFERING [4ILI,

TARY SECURITY DOES NOT OFFER GUAR

ANTEED RESLJLTS AND IS INEFFECTTIAL

IN PREVENTJNG THE INTERNAL STRIFF

AND SUFFERING AN4ONGST THE LOCALS,

Interestilgly, the Last two decades have exFdcnced a heishtened feNour fo. foreign intervention. Fuelled

in parl by a S.owing human rights movemenl and a global media ihat regularly depicts images of victims

of human ights abtrses, ordniarv citizens are quick lo seize on the moral imperatives of intenentjon.
Trasicallv, forcisn por{er iDierference has r largely dismal progress report card, ('hether due to self-

inlerest and arogancc on ihe parl ofthe foreign powem, o. the intmclabiliry aDd brutali\, of tlie civii

conflicts thenselves. However, forcisn iDteNeDtionwill persist in a rvorld fraught with injusticc and com-

plexit). counties wiLl lil€ly continueto feel the nccdto act and get inrclved in othercouniries since the

altenative is doing Dothjng ilhich, as Rsanda has taught a.d that Dartur is nowteaching, shames Lhe

conscicDce of N all" (Barack obania). Still, histo{, has been stddent about the pitfalls of foreign potrer

inten'ention. we $'ould do well to heed her wa.nings belbre pluDgiDg into more rescue missions, fo. in
dghtins a slons, no rnorc ritong shouldbe done. (l!!

L
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BYELIZABETH N4ESENAS

The
word 'dreans' conjures up many images - the activity our brains ensage in
when we are asleepi the woolgath€ring that our irate teachers and pdents

caich us doing at times when we should be paying attentioni the aspiraiions

thai sive ou lives m€aning and purpose. Many psychoanalysts t€I us that

dr€ams are important for 'cleadng out the software' &om a busy day, a form of'offline' processing to save

the good stuff and get rid of the us€less. Pragmatic employers, parents and educators, howfler mav scoff

at the idea that dreams are impo.tant, arguing instead that dreams - in particular, daydreaning - take

precjous time away from worh as succ€ss is achieved through hard wo*, and hard work alone while

their arsuments are not totatly wong, dreans are stil important for our heatth and overall tunctionins,

for igniting our creative spark. and for giving us th€ impetus to stay t e to our ideals

First, dreams are intesral to our physicat and nentil health. Dream theorists argue that while we sleep

and our bodies are at rest, the mind, through the act ofdreaming, soltl oui tn€ events ofthe dav - what

Freud tems 'day residue' - and gets it ready to funciion at its optimal best the nen day. Seen fiom this

biological point of view, dreams are necessary because they help our bodies de-stress and rejuvenate

Given the inoeasinsly hectic pace of moden living, dreans iherefore are essential io help us manage our

daily avatanche of sensort' experiences, so that we remain physically and mentally productive, rather than

falling prey to stress related illnesses.

Funhemore, drearns in th€ fom ofdaydr€aming - have value b€cause they alow our creativejuices to flow. Unfortunately, many

sceptics (mostty bosses and teachers and anxious parents) dismiss day dreamins as a waste of time, an occupation of the lazy and

the bored. Thanl{rlly, for those of us, whether students or employees, who treasuE and enjoy the time spent daydreaming, there h

srong support for the inportance of daydreaming. Wl€n we daydream in school or at work -just rela\ing or woolsathering as some

ofusliketocallit we let our minds wander- Unfetteredby time, space and logic, we havethe slorious freedom to inasine andlink

ideas in unrelat€d ways that our conscious minds wil not do. The result? we nake connections that we have never seen before and

imagine thinss thar do not exist, upanding our horizons and allowing true reflection that is usuatly cuftaited by t}Ie pressures of time.

Daydreamjns enabled Newton to discover his laws of gravity, Robe.t Frost to ponder the road l€ss travetled, and the Wright brothers

to imagine the possibility of flying. In today's innovation-d ven as€, it pays for conpanies who want to su.ceed to allow more tim€

for their employees to daydream. Already, conpanies like Google and 3M have taken sieps to harness this creative need for individual

expression itr concrete ways. coogle lets irs employees spend 20% oftheir time on technolosy proj€cts oftheir oM choice, prcjects

that catch iheir fancy. coogle New, c-mail and Ortat were developed ftom this fteewheelins time. Such 'idea iabs indeed aitesi to

the sweer jrony that aheams, far from being a waste of time, can actualty help companies to come up with more cutting-edge producb

and services and become pioneers in thei industries-

I
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(an nln Poja rntotior uand\ n|u.

DREAMTHEORISTSARGUETHATWHILE WE SLEEPAND OUR BOD-

IES ARE AT REST, THE MIND, THROUGH THE ACT OF DREAMING,

SORTS OUTTHE EVENTS OF THE DAY- WHAT FREUDTERMS'DAY
RESIDUE' _ AND GETS IT READY TO FUNCTION AT ITS OPTIN4AL

BESTTHE NEXT DAY.

More signincantly, dreans the act of aspiins towards a goaL give us vision. They prcvide direction
for our lives and give us somethins to worl< toward. Some sceptics complain that dreams can be overiy
ambitious and unrealistic, andassuch. naygive individuals the false hopc ihat ihey can succeed despite
their lack oftalent, resourccs or cilcumstance. Ilowever, it is preciseiy having goals beyond our present
reach, a big picture or high flown ideals, th.tt allores us to challenge our 'fate or 'destiny .tnd make great
transfonnational changes. That btack Americans cnjoy a sreater measure of racial equdliB. today is due nr
no srnall part lo Martin Ltrther King ,Ir.'s 'overly ambitious dream. W]lo wo ld have thought at that time
that it would be possible for black Americans to vote and to enjoy basic civil libcfties? Or rhat amongst
lhen1, one wotrld one day lead their countty as President? Dreams evoke ernotions and drive that can
power our actions norc profoundly than pu.e logic and reason. Thcy can unite people and capture the
inasnration, and be the platfbrn from which our desn€s to cn ch and renew societl can be en\isioned.

Drearns ourhopes and our aspilitions - arc vital because they help trs stay the course aDd rcmanr tue
to our ideals amidst disappointment and suliering. DreanN act as the bright Nofthern Srar thar helps us

navigate and find ou bcannssi help us find what gives ou lives ncanhs and purpose. Iran s Mousavi
may have suffercd dcfeat against political incrmbeDt Presidcnt Ahnadinejad in the latest elections, bur
his dream of eDdins political and religious opp.ession, andimprovinsthe economic lves oftraDianswili
help him siav true to his vision, even as he srffers the rcpercussions of his politicat defiaDce. candhi,
Mandela. and Mother 'l eresa they have all €Ddured sulTerins and hardship, but remaiDed truc to their
convictions. Why? Their dreams save them ihe courage to pursue what thel' believed (?s ight, prolided
them with the moral ballast to speal< outaitainstthe injustices ofthe day, and the power to inspire many
ulhr'tse1Fml ons Jh.r'n.hampior t\pir,du'e .

it is striking tbat in a u'orld that is increasingly focused oD concrete material realities, people continue to
dream big. Sporting events, the media industry, the annnation industry, the fantasy and science fiction
industries continue to emphasise thc fact that dreams do coine {rue and one should dreambis. The film
ing ofstones conjured up b]'people's imaginations like Ihe Lord of the Ri,1ss,.s.or ?rek, Bd,mdn and
EonV Potte. have been hugelypopular, showing that people coDtiDleto appreciate rhe other worlds our

minds can offer, to desire altemate rcalities, to need an escape. People idolise spodiDggreats, Holly1vood stars ard the rich and fa-
mous, who represent a iife bcyond the ordinary, and throtrgh newspapers, tabtoid nasazines, and television sholvs, enioythe vicari-
ous pleasure ofwatchnrs then do things ordinary people combire. TaleDt shows,lucL]' draws, and sweepstal€s alt testi6' to people's

drcams of making itbig, and the commitment slioM by contestants and the faithful who nake their bets each week speaks volumes

ofth€ need for hope that things can chanse beyond our beliefs and our mundane expenence.

Dreans are often dismissedbccause ofth€ir intang'ble and mysterjotrs nature, aDdbecause time is so limited and there are so many
other inpodant things to do. Yet, the things we do not undeNtand and Nlich may seern unrelated and trivial hold a power beyond

our exp€ctations, a function that proves to be necessary to our dail-v livcs. Dreams are important notjust for individuals' physical

and n€rtal well being, they are also usetul in helpins us solvcproblems and creare new ideas. Dreams provide the nnpetus for radi
cal change, and keep us true to otrrvision amidst suffering and hardship. Dreams ftrel our existeDce and makc life thai much more
colourtul, interesting and rich. Seen in this light, it is difficult to accept the view tliat drcams havc little place in ourpragmaric sociery
today. l(tt
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BY SAMiJELWONG

Il js almost quiaotic, in this lechnologr{riven ivorld whcrc Practicality tiumps fant$r-', to see Lhal therc

ire peoflc $'ho still believe in lhc imtoftance ofd.eams. Whilc ae do Dot queslioD thc t itvofdreams,

either nr thc fonn ofanbilio.s. lantasy or whrt we thinlt about in ou sleep, whal onc shonld question is

the beliel that drcams mrtte..lhose who hold oD to the beliel that dEams are impo art do so because

the] crn nrnke a good liling out of the inte+rctatioD of d.eanN, or bclicvc that drean$ ca n insfirc sone'

onc to greate. deeds. ortbat drcans crn provjde a scnsc ofhope.lloweter. on. can rlso argue thatthosc

w|o bold on to such beliefs arc ignoring the c.iticisnrs against the Pseudosciencc of Ps) choanal) qis. or

hale fajlcd to note ihe dille.encc bcthcen dreaniers and lisioDaries. Ultirnatelr_, pcoplc {ho belieYe (hat

d.ea.rs off$ hope have noL considmcd thc illusory nalure ofdrcanN.

Many have the nrisg idedbelieflhat dreams arc nnpoftaDt becaLNe thcy help to discoler what ails ihe

human niiDd and stnit. Thc intery.etalion ofdrcams, fi itsell, is a nrcdical cottrge industlv aronnd the

worldtoday. Mantpsycliat sts and psychotberapislsbcli.vethatthe cnrelitl analysis ofthe subcouscious

nrd oftcrs a ghnpse into l|e inncr thouglits a d leelings ofhunans and can also cure patients ol iheir

mental illncss. The medical wo.ld has indee.t doculrenled a numbcr ofsuccesslul cascs idrerc Dunv pa

tierts su (led ng from variotrs menlal nraladics$'ere cured lhrough suchthera_

t]y. llowever, mary doctoN hare Long argD.d th{t psychoLh€rapy rc.raitN aD

incxact science, nnd ihat the use of such lechniqres to cu.e nlental paticnts

is ncrclt' pseudosciencei therc is Do scientitc basis that dre0ns are i|deed

th€ $indo$s to Nlan's innerbeing. Ctitics have accused lsycbiat stsandPsy

chotheratists ofcoDsciously o. unconsciously imposing Lhcir otm thinkirg or
tliei. patients, gi\ing them false nremo cs through psychotherapy Examples

of psychothempy tatieDts wlio after undcryoiDS treatme t begs! to falsell

accuse their parents of scxul abuse abound iI many Dntions. Similarly, thc

explosion of su(h pse doscicDcc has fuelled (he multi-billioD dollar pha.ma

ceutical industrr, as ps)chiat sts dispense medications to thcir Patients lbr,

THOSE WHO HOLD ON TO THE BELIEF THAT

DREAMS ARE IMPORTANT DO SO BECAUSETHEY

( a\VAKI AUOoDL Vl\COU-OfTFf NTLPDRt-

TAT ON OF DREAMS, OR BELIEVE THAT DREAMS

CAN INSPIRE SOMEONE TO GREATER DEEDS. OR

THAT DREAMS CAN PROVIDE A SENSE OF HOPE.

perhaps, non cxistent mental illnesscs and cotiditioDs ll d re.rns scn€ to eDrich doctorl at the expeDse

oftheir paLients interests, and se.\'es conmercirl int€resls rather than curing Senuine mcntal illnesses,

pcrhrps societ!' should take a step bick and rcconsi.lerits importancc

Often, histor,v rlso lauds drcamcN {s cliaDge nal<ers$ho br g new ideasto socicty. In.leed, when Mrn

kind becomcs too confo able \ith thc status quo, we need pcoPle $'ho calr renrakc sociLties iDto be(ler

places ofliling. People like Martin Luthcr King Jr., the ciril ghts mor€neDt leader iI the U S- duing the

r96os- ire cited as cxanples ofdreamers who haveforced societics to reexunine themselvcs aDd correci

social injusLices. Holrcvcr, $nile the imasc ofa dreamer is olten admircd, we should iccoratclvdifferenti

I gnoroen prnspect ves theessay ssue
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HUIT/AN NATURE IS SUCH THAT WF

ALWAYS WANT A BETTER LIFE, BUT
THIS DESIRE SHOULD BE FIRN4LY

GROUNDED IN REALITY AND REAL

ACTIONS, BALANCED BY ETHICS

AND INFORMED BY HISTORY.

atebetween drcanrers a n(l visionrries. The crucialdiflerence lies jD thc fact ihal lisionaries do $ncthing
about thcir dreams. l)re:iniers arc m.rcly contert with dreannrg. P.ople like tsiLl cates and Sicvc Jobs.
who bctneen lheni liave revolutioDis€d Lhe computer a.d consunrer electroDics industics, .erraiolv cat
bc considered as visionaics rather thnn d.eaners. Ofcou$e. one must also rencDrbo rha1, sometimes.
drcanrs can also bccornc don.dght daDgercus if su.| \'isionaries c{n novc socicries lo do sone truly
horreDdors acts. Pcoplc like Hitler, Pol Pot, Mao Z.dong and Osania bnr Ladcn |a!e committed crimcs
aganrst humanih becaL6e they were ablc to Drove people with their t$istcd dreams ofgraDdeur. Still, the
distirlction nccds lo be made betivecn\isionaries and dreamers,lcst anyone lalselr believes tirat dreams
ir thcnNclves are impo.trnt.

Some might rrguc that drcanrs a.e inpoftaDtbccaus. t|ev car provide a nicasure ofhope otbettertomor
rows. The lack ofhofc is olien cited as one olthc..uses olsujcjdes iD peoflc.Ii is co.nronlybelieved t|at
dreams allo{ oDc to be deLached, or be disnacted, fro the ble*ness ofthe currenr situation rs it alor{s
one to faDiasise ol an alterDate rcalitj, $'here lhe world is a bcttcr fla.e, a( least in the miDd for a briet

nDmcDt. Hoileve., u.e har€ to rcmcrnbcr lhat Lhere arefa.torsbqond huflr.rD

conhol in an) situatiim, and h.oubles cannot be Drcr.ly dr€anred away. In
Liis case, dreamiDs is oii.n a deniil ofrc{litl, $'hich is in :tselt useless uDlcss

one is able to do som.t|ing to nitigate th. situatiol A Japanese govemmcnr
report reportcd thal 3o.oLro people connnittod sulcjde in 2(rir6, an incrcase
for the nint| year ru Ding. The manr causes ol slicide $'ere duc to delnes
sio! caused br. uDenployncDt, nnancial and timily problcms. In facr. haling
dr.ams oli better life i{hcn things are going poorly can ofrcn drile p€opleto
greate. desprjr aDd f|ushalion, ci(siDg them to slip into derial rnd dcprcs
sioD, drus or alcohol dependency, o. re$r1iDs to suicide as a tnerns of rcjcct
hs tlis lifc. while lhe abilib to dre{n ofa better plice in one's miDd mishr
o{fer somc rcspile. the over dependcDc. and false hope iD .lreans as an csca pe

T
it
I

liom rcalitvis cert.rinh delusionaland oiien hrmful.

For sonte people thorglr, thc irnpo.ta ce of dreanN cannot be overstated becausc aD cntire noney-nuking
ir ustn'is crcatcd and bl,ilt aro{Dd the maDuf.cture and srplly ofdrcams forescapism. The entcrtajn
Dlent and m.dia induslries are abo tsupfhing consune.s ilith f{ntasics to escape thei. hrmdnm rcal
itv, ficadously liling'a life" thcr a]$'ays i{anled. tIo$,e!er, manl cultural crirics hare loDg cornflained
that thc cDte{ainment ind strl' of Am erica is a thinly !€ilcd disguisc lir c! lrLual impc rlisnr, i{il h rhe
cxtof o l Anerjcan cllt rclcading to a loss of traditbnal cuhures in nran\' corurtri.s Somcgover nents
have evertheless argucd t|at t|e positive ecoDomicbcDcfirs lhar rhe rnrlti-billnn dollari.dusr.] b igs
i the long Nn tbroug| tle creatio! of eDtcrtai nerrt rclatecL jobs like digital aninralio o h. outileigh thc
costs thc invasion ol An)ericaD culturc bdngs. Cerrainly, the economic imln arc€ o{dreams c{nDot bc
undcrcstn.ated whe nLany peoplcs lircllhoods depend on it. Howcvcr, felv de!elopins colDtrics rcallv
bcncfiisirce investneDts in info tcc}nology and skilled {nd oc.tive labour a.e most Deedcd to gron lhe
cntcrtainmerrL industry. Most counlries a.€ nere corsumcrs ofAmerica culture, feediDg thc collels of
t|e media industrjcs iD Arnerica. CerLainll. ifthc consunrprion ol dreaDN as a fom of cscapisnr leads to
societrl uph.avals rnd culLu.il bacldastr, thcn $'c hrve to .eenmine the inpoftance llarlii l ptaces on

Socicties olle have this rlnanticised irna8e of.lrernr xld thcir power ro eloke feehrgs and c}anile
lives or transfomi socictics. The probleni lies in th..phcrn$aland dehsional naturc ofdreans rhar can
consurDe a pe$on. whilc id€alism and some forn of|ope a.d terrpoftl escapc from r.alirl is necessarr-
ino erto kccp goilg, ole.statingthe import.nce ofdrea N is counterfrodncrile il people reject realitj
and b.cornc disla,rced lrorn it, choosins to become (treamjunkies instcad. ln iacr, erDphasisnrs drcanrs
ovcr rcalilv lveakens bounda cs thatcrcale sil€tlaDd erablc acrual.chielenre t. thniaD naturc is such
that we alwn)s want a bettcr lif., bul thjs desire sho d bc nrnrly grounded in rerlib and rcal .ctions,
balanced by eihics rrd infonned by history'. Realitv and lita, seen in this wal, should ahrays be rore
imDortantthan dr.anr. a(tt
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.THE MORE SCIENCE ADVANC-
ES, THE MORE RELIGION WILL
DECLINE.' TO WHAT EXTENT
DO YOU AGREE?



Science and rcligion have had a iong and fractjous rctationship.
h the ea.ly centuries, .eligious insrirutions and leaders
{cre so frislitcned ofscientific discovery and the social
change that inevitably foilowed, that rhey erpeDdcd
much ofthcir power tNing to halt ihc tide of scieDiific

progress. One oDlyhas to consider rh€ trials and controversies ofCopemicls, caliteo, Darwin. Frcud and
John:lhomas Scopes to understand the significance of the advaDce ofscjenc€ for reljgion. scientists like
tojoke about science's starring role ir tbe hisrory ofiine: how nonolheisn rcduced the sods to one but
thencarne science ard reduced them io none. Facchous as rhe rhlme may be, science anil its trLjrhs xrre
an indorable t e whose tine had cone at1d the doninance thar retigion hctd in society soon Lilted in scr
encct ialour. From caiileo's rcbellious utterance "and yer it does move'nr rhe face ofreligious cersure,
dainingtheEarth revolved around the Sun, Science has continued to rnove lrom aliscoveryto discovery,
creatingthe Dodern world as we l<now it. This onward march ofscicntific inquirf and scepticisn is caus,
ingthe widespread weakening ofrelisious beliefas the decades ro by and rcsponsible for paving the way
foMard for the secula salion of socieqr roday.

In trcvidins niional explanations lbr nattrml phenomena, scientific knowtedge erodcd ppular belicfin
sup€rstition, magicand ultinately, religion.The advaDcement of scientific knowledgc \?s abletorcliably
prole and disprove beliefs about rhe world and maD, knowledse thar used ro be religion,s sotc domain.
Inbe sabietoenpi cally work oui the reasors behind ivhat wc obseNe ir natx re, peopte were less de_
pendcnt on the vasaries ofclencal interpretation. The prosrcss ofthjs scientjnc st stem ofbeliefiedto or-
sanised relisioD diminjshins in followers and nrfluence. Such rigororslytcsteal and evidence basedtrDihs
bas becone a balm for nodern nan who no longer has to accept tliat cve4.lhing is dninelv ordaincd or
ihal animmaterial soul is the be atl aDd end all ofaDswds.Today, wctive in a world wher€ the mysieries
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of rhe narural univeNe and its phe o ena arc still beiDg penetrated, even b.yoDd our expect.ttiors. This cxPaDsion ol knowl

edse, especialiy in ficlds of evolutioDarv biolos], zoolos] and seology has gain.d so nNch tnction thal rclision s chokehokl

o\€r trnderstandinss of rcaliN* corltinues to be dismisscd. Thc advance ofscie.ce is thc dccline of.eli8ion as cridcnced by

how DotioDs othurnan idcntity aDd destint are more intimatcly coDnected to scientillc frogress and teclmologl as we liead

fufthcr iDto the slst century.

The expaDsion ofscieDtific knowledge and thorshi also brclte religion s valrnted and once irnpenctrablc hol.t ove. poLitical

power, enabling a dcmocratic revohtion that ga\c pcople nore p.rlitical choice. ScieDtillc denystiflirg of thc $'otld enabled

states aDd dtizens ro realisc tlut r€lision did nor have a nonopol) on political rle and soveniaDce, ar)d individlals could

atiaiD powe.rvithour behg dirincil ordrired. The result is that rcligion no longer plays accDtral role iD deterniDilg political

leadcrs or building political and lcsal iDstitutions, being shuntcd wholly to the personal sfhcrc. This separation ofrclision

and sratc is a distirlction thar man!- nations todaytake for grarted. For n chofthe 2olhcentury, rcligioD was banished tionr

polirics as a sisn ofisnorance and fanaticism as noderDising poliiical lcadcrs ofdeveloping nation states like Turket, lndia

aDd lgypr saw scicniific progress as the ke.y to thcir economic xnd national \cll-being. Nluch olContincDial Europe todal

still fiowrs o any religious manoeuvring in politics and fights ferocious batlles to kccp public life and policy sccular. Tlis
dimnrishfis i!fluence ofpolitical relisiosity ivill only continuc as couDt.ies beco're morc multi-cultural jn today s slobalised
world. It is political leade|s who t.anscenct rcligion, nol religious authorities, ivho govern rnost NccessftLlly and can be rnost

t rsted to protect the dghts o{ all pcoplc.

Proponenls ofrcligion liave long railed against its growing irrelevance as thc,v'' argue that its s)stem ofethics offe$ gu ance

out ofthe morass ofrodays conflicted and strile iorn world. Science, with its neutraiity aDd objectileress, seenN too close

ro anomlity for rheir comtbrt. Ho$'e!er, the trncomfortablc truth is that rcligion s history ofbranny, violence and |pocrisy
has madciteasier f.r. science to push rclisjon into a decline, undermnins rcligion-s importancc as the sole bastion ofmoral
values. Thc appeal ofa world governed by scientilic rerson ind rationalit) cones fron a lopular unease reith religiorr's repu

tarion as onc ofthe nost destructive forces in thc span ofhunan affaitll. all ofi\'hich shed doubt on theiolcrance of its institu

tions and its nessagc of peace and good. l he extcnsion ofreligious values has oDlv fanned the llames ofhatrcd in Noftliern

Ireland, Palestine, Sd Lanka aDd ln.tia. Belligerent attitudcs, iDtractable beliels and thc alarning readnress to cnDsidervio-

lencc as ariabLe solurion poison ihc well ofinternational relationsbccause all sides believethcir actions have bee legitnniscd

by cod. Disenchrnted followers assertthat science-backed progressivc concepts and hunanistvalucs caD replace the posiiive

aspects of rclision witliout its acco 
'n 

Fnyins histoical basgage. As a resuli, sccularised aersiols of tolcraDce andjusticehale

easilt pusbed rclision to thebacltground, oiTcirs a better rcute tor the indi\idualio live an honourablc and altNisticlife.

Yet adnitt€dly, the inqeasing maqjmlisation oireligion ovcr the centuries $ill
lead to an nreviiable backlash. A $'otld tliat lias become so depcndcDt on science

and technolos/ tothe extent tbat religion can be nocked bt, non belicv.rs as the

norship ofthc nrvisible spaghetti tro.stm$'ill garDer a strong reaction to such a

show olarrosancc and disnissal. In the last fcw ycaN, aD increasing numbcr of

overt advocaies ofrclisioD have saired polilical ro$'cr aDdbesu! an open con

flict witli secular and atheistic lcade$ ud states. and thc bcgiDiDg ofthe 2lst

ceniury has seeD a junp in religiotls iDtensib rnd litality from thc 2oth ceDturv.

Scientists reason that tlis bacHash is ihc vcstiges of a primordial instinci fight-

ing 1b. irs suNival but the inchoate human ycamins to belorg and believe in master naratives like Cod cannot be disnissed.

so whiLe rbe mainstrcan deciine ofreligion is rcal, there is a hardenjns of cr'trcne ard radical liinses rcactiDs asaiNt an

ove.reach of scientinc rationaljsm hich they find fi ightcningl) emp\' ol eaning. These cjtjzens are the most likcly to bing
thcir beliefs tc, the ballot box as a $ay ofpushing bacl scicDce's fifluerce on socielv

So rrhile rhc vcracib of.eligion s declinc due ro s.ienre\ iniluencc canDot be doubted. no one is ars ins that religion will

diniinish ro a vanishins point. cod is nol dead as Nietzsche procliimed and His denise hl]s been prematurely ${jtten by

intellechrals. IDtercstinsly, scieDce drnen seculadsn has silen rise to a modcrn flumlism based on c|oicc aDd freedom,

benefitnig believers and noD-believe$ alike, allowils rnore open forns of reliitious movenents. Religious numbers maybe

incrcasing slightly i lhe new ccntury but ath€isn k a big tarl of thjs pluralism too. and couDted as a node of belicf, is ih.
fourth largest religion io lhe no d. The complicated relationship beiweeD science and rcligion eDsures there will not bc a

ljnear parh ofdomfiaDce fron1 one to thc other. No natter whar forn bclicfencompasses, homans still Deed to nalie sense ol
their short and brutish existeDce. lf the signs in rcccnt]€ars are co.rect and the wars betrve€n sciencc and rcligioD are or the

upsxing agnin, theb.st lcsson thrt \ee can tnke is to rcmcrnber that frames ofnreaning are Dot hernetically scaicd and tliat as

lons as nia! can choose and rcasoD is fiee to conbat any fomr ofoppression, then let thc debate conlinue. lltt

I
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ACCON4PANYING HISTORICAL BAGGAGE

CONCEPTS AND HI.]MAN ST VALUES

CAN REPLACE THE POSITIVE

ASPECTS OF RELIGION WTHOUT ITS
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WhiIe
debates srrroundins the issue ofscicnce rersus cod hale evoh€d
over the years, tbe central issuc has not. At thc hearr of the dc
bate is thebcliefthat science and religiol ue at odds: rhat scicDce
nnplies a nrethcdical set ofbeliefs iDformed and grounded br c'i
dencc while religioD, on ihe other hand, rcsrs on the idea offaiLh.

SURFTHIS
a bcliefin the uDseen to explain the rurknowr. Shapedby this unde.standiDs ofwhat scieDcc and religioD
arc and a.e not, manybelieve that as science develops as a wny of understanding the reorld, especinty nr
the 2rst ceDhry, rcligion lrill eventually cease to be accepred bt, a ryortd fixated and guidedbylhe maDtra
'elidence is evcrything'. Ilorrevd, ir is n1y belief thar rhe contraD,has proven to be true, as rhe.ievetop
ment ofscicnceserv€s to r€affi.nr the relevancc ofrelieion

First and lbreniost, thc aduncement ofscience does nor rnean rhat relision will declhe becaDse scien.e
is aD empirical netbod to uDderstandrhe rorld, whilc retigion is abelicfsysren buitt on morals andval-
ues. I his neaDs iha! science aDd religion are not in direcl conlljct with eac.h other. promnren r Anierican
scientist Stcphen Jay could tositsthe yie$,ofthc Non overtapping nagisreria (NOMA) ,, lvhere sLience
and reliSion occup)' tM sefarate r€alms of hDnran experieDcc. The pmctice ofsci€nce neaDs thai one
fotlo$s sets olprocedurcs or roles in oldo to lest or debuDk rheories that exptain why things i{ork in
a ccrtain wa). In contrast, .eligion dcals more with thc neaning aDd significance oflife, and tle ethics
and prlnciples on \ ich we live our lives. ttence, as science develops, scienrists onty bccome b€tter at
djscovernrs and explainins ph.nomena, which does nor impede rclision becatrse in this reeard. both arc
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SOME ALSO ARGUE

BI extension, thc advancemeni ofscience does not neSate religion and ir fact, seNes io prcvide evidence'

that God exists. Rcligious beliefis not devoid ol ratioDalei in fact, thcologians pLit fotth that the existencc

ofan alniighty God isbase.ion inetutable evidence. painstrl<ingll chronicled in the Biblc,the Qnran and

olherrelisious books. The Dead Sea scrolls and the manyother records ofGod have all been leined s'i

entifically, prcving the centrality of.eligion to human civilisation through ihc ases All these havP heen

possible because science rnadc discovering them possible: carioD dating, developmeDts iD a.chaeolosical

techniques and scieDtilic inqunl, to name a iew. Thus, one mav argle that as sciencc advances, it will

provide, rather than uDdernine. the existence olGod or sods

Iuthcrnore, the nrorc science progresscs, tlie morc rciiSjoD needs to plav a prominent rcle so as to

gLride its coresponding dcvelopnenLs and the actions of scicntists lf advanccments in sciencc arc ap'

plied without any overarchnrs moral direction, the consequenccs $'ill be dire forhuma*ind.In faci, reli-

sious fundanentalists often claim that the pu rsuii of science deshovs morrli{ and tnlialises humanlifc

BreatlhrouShs in sicn ceLl.esearch and biotechnologr' are exactlv and ightlv controversial because sci

entific nl.tuiry uDchccked by riShl andwug is susceptible to abuse and rnisuse Applications of s'ientin'

knowhow have serious nlplications for hunan life both in terms ofextendins it and improviDs iis qtraljtv.

Wjth each new abiliLr- scicDce bestows corncs questions ofhowbest to use ir, as seen in the diiTcrcnt wavs

societies arc grappling $ith hos to regulate cuthaDasia, aboftioD, sur.ogacv, organ transplnnts and d'n-

se.ous surserylike tlie ones undcftaken to separaic conjoined twins. Tl s, noralitvsuided bv religion is

called upon to bearjudgeent on the results of scieniific advancenrent and irquiq'. Without these guide

lincs to preseNe tbc dignit) ofhuman lifc, the potential pitfalls ofscientific advancenents uscdfor selish

gains $'ill be too great a cost for socieryto bear and may lead io \eaning support for scienti6c rcserr'h

One olthe kcy contenlions put forth is that scicnce has increasiDglvbeen able to explain tlie origins oflife'

tlius.Leemins rclision-based accounts of creation to Do longer be rclevant in this dav and ase More and

more, scientists havc beeD able Lo provc that the lheorf of elalttion hapPened, which secms to disprove

the cvidetrce' ot dn ect creaiion. ConveNcly ptrt, reljgious_based accounts of crcation trorn varioN reli

Bions have not been able to coNince peoplc eDough that thcse accounts are factual On the oihcr hand,

scienlists have, with tec.hDological advinc€mcnts such as Lhe Large Iladron Collider' been relentl'ss in

seeking ne\{ $'ays to pro!€ and cxplain how thc cafth cane lo be, and liow hunaD beinss have evolvcd

th.ough timc.Yet,this issue is far frcni resohcd giveD that proponeDis of Crealionism have alsobeen

conclucling thcir oren research inthis area. Somc aiso argue thal evcD if science is ablcio prrve thal

cvolution occuncd beyoDd all reasonable doubl, it docs not discredit rclisioD if we are to t'lre ihe

;cw that science is ofGod. In other words, instead of sccing science as a distinct set ofbeliefs fiom

relisioD, one could scc science as yet another evide ce of God's work

Anorher arglDent used to validate the idea that the more science advances. the

more religion $ill.lecline is thc fact that there arc nultiple religions, eacli with

ditrerntg of opiniirN on creatioD and redemption and belieli! and practices,

wlile science has been able to provide, via its unined body ofknowledse, a

more coherent picture of the world. Presunibly thc fact that there are so

manv religions, dcDonniations and factions is evidencc that religion does

.. not and carnot prescDi a logicaland cohe.ent understandnrS ofthe world.

Holrevcr, religious diversitl does not meaD thatreligioD is notvalid it of_

fers differcnt ways of lookins at the world. just like how science attempis

toralidate itsfiDdnigs via ditrercnt means.

In conclusion, \'hile science and its advancement arc seen by nany as

th. birary opposite to that ofreligio., it does not mean that religion has

lost its relevance orplacejn sociery.lnstcad, one sholrld aryue that con-

trary to ilhat the question implies, the exi*e irl relationship bctween

science and religion is not an inversely proportional onei in essence,

they can be seen as conptementa{' responses to the unkrown As reli

sions continue to flourish in our nrcreasingly lechnolosically advanc€d

and scieDtifically bascdwo.ld, il s'ould seen as ifboth scicnce and.eii
gion will advance loseihcr inthe future. ((!!

THATEVEN IF SC]ENCE

IS ABLE TO PROVE

THAT EVOLUTION OC-

CURRED BEYOND ALL

REASONABLE DOUBT.

IT DOES NOT DISCRED

IT RELIGION IF WE ARE

TO TAKE THE VIEW

THAT SCIENCE S OF

GOD,
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BY BAEYSHICHEN

As
a key conidbutor to global economic prosp€ ty, the aviation industry has become an

indispensabl€ part of our lives. n is a pimary mode of transport and source of em-

plo)ment for major sectors such s tourism and trade. Moreover, it facilitates access to

remote areas and plays an intesral role in d€livering humaniiarian aid in times of cri
sis, while also helpins io increase cultural understanding by bringjng people of diveise

backrounds and nationalities tosether. ln rec€nt years. air travel has been promoted more assressively

with cheaper fares and frequent flyer programmes as competition in ihe industry heats up. As a result,

schools and fmilies have begu makins trips abroad as part of iheir yearly programm€s. Additionally,

flying for business is now the norm as flying becones more cost and time-effective and conpanies ex

pand overseas due io slobalising forces. Nonetheless, despite air travel s central role in contemporary

life, its shortcomings can deate adverse and far reachjng consequences that outweigh its advantases, dnd

prese a strong case forwhyit shouldbe discouraged rather than promoted.

The nost compelins argument against air travel is the harmtul impact that it has on the environment and

climate. The air transport industry is one of the nost rapidly growing sources of pollutants and green

house gases, €specially carbon dioxide which stays in th€ atnosphere {or up to two centuries and has

enormous implications for gtobal waming. Numerous intemational airlines such as Britjsh AiMays and

Cathay Pacific are attempting to assume more €cological accountability by otrering passengers the option

of otrsettins their carbon footprints: charsins hisher fares tbat go towards vanous emission reduciion

and r€newable enersy initiatives. However, ihis is merely a conveni€nt means to assuage one's conscience

when the most eff€ctive method to minimise environmental danage is simply to fly less and e\Tlore al

temative modes of transport, especially to destinations that are relativ€ly nearby. Besides, the in creasi ng

sophistication of communicatjons technoloe,' like video conferencins and messaging services can help io

reduce ihe need to fly for business meeiinss or conferences. Hence, given ihe adverse effects air travel has

on the environment and the increasing severity of problems caused by environmental degradation, the

least we can do as consumers is to rethink our travel patterns and habits

Moreover, the airline industry contributes significantly to ihe d€pletion of fossil fuels. It is thus both an

ecolosical and economic necessity io discourase air travel. The incredins scarcity of oil in ihe world

market and the cunent global downtum sussesi ihat non-essential air travel should be strongly discour-

aged. Yet, airtines are continuing to hawk fares and tour agencies have even besun to encourage travel

now-paylater" schem€s and ove*eas holidays tunded throush installment palrnents, setting people to
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spend oD air havel they cannot conforrably afford_ On top ofthar,jet ftel cosrs have incrcaseal greatty
due to ising oil pnccs and airlincs are havins difitcutty staying protitabte_ Even rhoush airtines such as
VirsiD Atlantic and Air New Zealand a.e explotDg ihe use ofbiodiesels such as coconut andjatropha oits
topower th€ir airqaft fleets, they have yer to prove feasible, muchtess alTordabte, replacenents forfossil
tuel. Given that ihere is no immjnent solution to tlie probten of d$indtin8 oil resources, air travel js ser to
become aD econonic liabiliry for the average consumer as well as airljnes who run hatf-empiy flights on
expensive fuel. Therefo.e, in a rcccssionary ctimate that catts for scalins back on luxuries, therc appears
little rcason to etrdorse airtravel.

Fufthermore, th€rehavebeen rising health concerns r{irh rega..ts to airhavel. Asidc ffom heatth hazards
like lhe poteniially fatat and increasinsly common occurrence of deep vein thrombosis du rs tong haul
l'lights, air travel pattems have dponenrially incrcased the traDsmissjon rate of infectious diseases. civcn
the nlcreased volun€ ofajr travcl, the thrents ofhighty contasious viNscs and even bio terro.isn dur

I commercial flishts have bccome importaDr pubtic hcalth issues. Ttre recent slobat ortb.eaks of vi
mscs such as SARS and tlie HrN1flu virus have demoDstrated tliat airn.avel has bccone a major conduit
ofnewly energing infections that caD potentially spart orfpandemics. rhe.efore, untit therc is a better
understanding ol global disease tmnsrnissions and more effective detectioD and preventivc mechanisns
are incorporated into the air transportarion sysrem, air travct should be vicwed wjrh caution rather than
actively encotr.aged.

In addition, while trave nrs by air used to be considered safer tlian ddving a car, the recent spate of avia_
tion accideDts, such as the carastrophic Air ttance Flighr 447 and yemenia Airtines Ilight 626 tragedies,
and the mountins rcports of aircraft maltuncijons have niscd serious quesrions about the safeb, and
reliabilill' of this major mode oftransport. Midan. coitisions and rhe hearl casuatty rate ofsuch accidents
have proved that ilcreased traffic in the sk-v has orrshipped over-rded air controlters,and antiquareal air
nonitorhg s)'stems' ability to cope. The fact is that ageing nirplancs are stilt used for connnerciat flights
and too often, discoveies ofpoor naint€nance aDd safety checks cone ontt aftfi a fatat crash. U4rile it
may seen too extreme to discourage air rravel solely because of porentiat catarniries, thoe is certainly
enough reason to dcrcise caution and raise awareness of its risks, rather than prcmoting it aggr€ssivcty.

Also, while it is uDdeniable thai the airtravel 
'ndrstrygenerates 

tourist dollars atrd emplo),ment opporru_
nities for many counties, ii can atso lcad to devetopn€n1 iDduced displacenenr of comniunities th.ough
the buildins olairyofts and other a\iation facititics. Such prcjecis heavity inpaci rhose forccd to retocaie
but therc is often a lack ol recogDition, support and assistaDce for then especialty snrcc this problem
disproportionatelv alTects indisenous and ethnic ninorities as "e as tlie urban or rtrral poor. Morcovcr.
devcioping counhies may be bctter otT channeling availablc resources tol,ards the bread and butter Nsues
ofrneetiDg thcir.citizens basic needs rather than placing too much priority aDd ernphasjs on dcvelopjDg
their aviation centres over other t.aD ortation options rhar nav bener sere their olvn populations.

lD conclusion, while it is rinrealistic io propose the elmnution of air tmvet given the $,ortd s hea!,jr de
pendence on it, there remanrs a need to nise more awarcness ofits potenliai nsks and harmflrt cffecis
rather than actively promothg and enbarking on it in an unrhiDkins manne..,^s consumers.,re have to
acknowledge that our unqueslioning reliance on air travel inadvertentl\, enables harmtui praciices that
can liave adveNe etrects on us in thc long ruD. \\4rjle rhe choice ro uavel by air is undoubtedly up ro the
indilidual, its drawbacks certainlv tunction as an inceDtive for us to reconsider our travcl habirs and ex
plore alternatives. More impoftantly, by asslning sreato personat responsibililv, there is an increase<t
lik.lihood that we may niflucnce industry attitudes olcr time and propel the sector towards greaier ac-
countability and better Ne ofour precious resources. altt
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As
Juies Vernes ishtly obsered of the inpact of mod

em transportation in his celebrated novel Around
The WorLd in Eightg Datrs, nan has nrdeed become

increasinsly intrigued with the idea of travel. To date,

no oiher form of transport has offered the speed and

extensiveness of modern an iravcl, bringing people to any one spot at un
precedeDted speeds- The attractileness ofairtravel, beyondthe econonic and cultural inccntives it can

brins, has been turther atrsmented by lalling pdces, greatcr choice in operators and increased comfod.

Cerlainly, like most human activities, air transport has an impact on the environment, mainly through

noise and emjssionsthat atrect local air quality and the climate, so much so ihatsome people believe the

continued use ofair travel should be discounsed. Though the industry tully recosnises its responsibility

in this regard, it renains determinedto accelerate actio! ain€d atmitigatingits environmcntal impact

while preserins and enhancing its economic and social benefits. The popularity ofair travel is increasjng

every year, for no other mode of t nsportation can compar€ to the advantages offered to consum€rs. It
is a given that air travel is herc to stay and in most circumstances should be pronoted as the key means

of long distance travel.

PerhaDs one of the most important contribuiions air travel has nade is in its role in propclling global

economic prosperity. Aliation provides the only rapid wo dwide transpodation network. whicl nrrL.sn

€ssential for globai business and tourism- lt plays a vital role in facilitatins economic growth throughout

the world, and shoL d hence be promoted. In padicular, it faciliiates global trade in developins countries,

helping courlties participate in the global cconomy by increasing ac.cess to iniernational markets and

allowins slobalisntion ofproduction. Air tmnsport even improves produciivityr by encourasjDs invest-

ment and innovaiioni improving business operaiions and efficiency; and allowing companies r. .r,r,.r
hig! quality employees fiom all over the world by improvins their mobilitJ and access to nore remote

narkets. Just considerhowihetotalvalue ofgoods transported by air represents up to 35% of all interna

tional tnde. or think about how air t.avel hasbecome indispensable fortourisn, which is a najur cngine

of econonic growih for almost any country in ihe Norld. It is certainly not an exaggeratcd clain that air

tmvelis one ofihe main engines ofglobalisation and is vital in anowing econonic integration io unfold at

thephenonenal speed that it is progressingat now.

The popularity of air travel also incvitably catalyses social integration and interaction anong different

c]rltures. This has meant greater integration ofihe world's diverse populations and increded exposure

across conmunities, broadeDing people s perspectives as they learn froni the strenglhs and weaknesses of
their counterparts in other rcgions ofthe world. We cannoi oversiaie tlis claim but suggest that air iravel

plays a cnrcial role in creatins opportuniv for this process to accelcEte. Discouraging air travel would
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ollh senc to isolite coDnnunjries, kecfing peopte shoft sighL€d and mi.op ic trcn a tack of cortact
$,ith othcr peoirle and.n!irulments. The .inge ofcosmololitaD citics like Nei! york o. Lon.ton,
$'ithout coi cideDcc boas ting scv.ral in I e.nati.mal airtorts, Iroutd .tearll illush.are ho$. r dir.rRl
spc.n onl of tMr.lleJs or migmnrs add to thc ribrancv ofthc dq* a d cont bure ro sociat jDnoli
tion. Ajrtmvcl's contribrtion ro rhis cultuml exchaDge is iltargibte bnt atso erpticitll. inr p.rant
ard should therelore bc duly ercourascd.

Air trrvcl is especially crL,cial in argnrenLing opporruniries for dcvctopment and .id lo rnorc rc
motc areis. Derclofing count cs, nhich !.e Doi g(jographicaly i{e| positioncd atong air rourcs
or sea rcutesj or simllr hndiocked, ivould fiDd Lhar Diajo h.ansportation nerworlts iloutd not
fua!el to thcir desi inatidN. T} is inconvcni.nce discouragcs tourism, invcstl]rer)t, aDd djsco.!ects
aher.ty isolaled co nt cs even nnrc. T|us, it is inpo ant to.Dcoxrage air tm1ct. pro\en bv
horr landlocked couDhjes ljke Bots$'ana haye husc\,saiied fmn its beneiits, bccomjog the fasr
est groxinit ecoDorny on the r\fiican corttiDeDt bccaLjse ofthc impacr of ajr travel. Some rcmore
counbies hale rcsorled to sctting up their oan sen,ices, {ittr aiftiDes rs obsc!}c as R\raDdan.and
Ilongolian ]\irliles, to makc crnpharic proofofLhis poiDt. Ttre fad ttiat thc secon.l tiaDd aircraft
m.trket is boomins, with velicles tm.sfeui g liaDds iionr devel{rped counr.ies to dcretopirls is
cleartcstamelt thal air triyel is still ve'l, ruch b.jngpromoted.

In cases of lrtural d isasteN, or rere bordcr conl.ots are rcst cled dueto a closeil .toor to tict,
air lnvel is instNmeDtrl in pro\idins quick and effectjlc reliet. The \droon in MFDDrnr, or
tlie 2oo,r tsunanri. arejust but two of thc nrart exrmdcs {trere.an drops a.e amons the tirst
responsc ofaid agencics to sLem a humrnilariaD c sis simpL! becarisc ft provides itrc.rost jnnn.

d;rte acctss to a.ets $'h.rc haditional transport infrastruclure hrs bccn clipple.l. Ailtmlelttius plays an esseDtial role j! humanitar
ian assistance to countics licjrg naiual disasters, famires aDd a'ar th.ough cargo deliveries, rcfugee r.ansfers or the evacuation ol
peoll. happed bvDatuai(lisastcN. Aulhorita an stales like II,vaDDarrnrlbc prorective ofth.ir air spac. citir8 n toss a sccu l] or
P vacv, but this is prccisel) r!hcrc.ir lravel mav be used fo. thc greater good ir lhe eveDt of a crjsis, an.t shoutd hence b. tromr,ted.

Pe aps onc ofthe more <)b\ious do$rsidcs lo air tra\cl rnay be found in Lhe voicc ofthe rany licrinrs otair tmvct disasteN. An.
trarel disasters are tlie mosl connonlv rcDoded ir thc news in relation ro acci.lcnts invohing oth.r tbrms oftmnsporr, sim|lv be
causc one nccident oftcr iJtlohes a iarite lumbcr of ta l alities and caL,ses a lot of colla reftl damrge. we arc hightr conscir sol lhe
arguable.islis ofan h arel oDiy bccause lhe tnrss n.din chooscs to tlar it up in order ro feed upon our unendnrg appetite for drinratic
scnsalionalism ln actual fact. road and sea accidents frr ouhru ber that ofair acci.lents, aDd statistics s|oN rhatthc ov(J.allrisk
nr air travel k t|c least of rll i|ree modes ofhansport.,\ir tr.!el should not be discouragcd sinpLy b.calse ol rhe rarc .hance ofan
accnlent,just.s it makes no se.se lor somcone not to take a $.rlk for fcar oJ being hit bv a car.

Lrlforlu n a lelv, if air tmlel rn*es it ..sier lbr legitinr ale businesscs and couDt cs to op€rate, it atso fadtitates ttr. op€fttions ot. mi
nal svndicates Frorn oney launderirg to thc tllrlfcking of dmits, coDtrabands. weapons, cndangereti aDnnals an.t evcD trurjans.
diniioal Deh'orts e\ploit air havei as much .s airy Dlulti national loryorarion. tlatiDg rhe conveDiencc ofltyjng pasr ftai]iLional
.Llslons clrcckpi ts or usnrg snraller aircmiis to Ily undctected into othcNjs€ securc counrries is a hxge booD forsnch syndicrtcs.
Alts, shon ofh ackiDg thc morerreDt of cverl aircraft that ias been prodL,ced, and cvcry pdvate ailstrip rhat is consh\rcred or ev.n
\lorsc c!ct-1 sruall bod]' of $ater tliat bi tlanes can land on, .egulatnr8 this e4rl{ritarion of ajr travcl woukl be flrtit.. l'his is onc of rtr e
fe{ clc€pLions that give reason to i|e discouMgcDrent ofrirtralel but certxinly nor strong cnolgh for us to pul rhe brakes on lhis
othe rise luscly benelicid nrdusi\'.

BIudl{rgc,t|eairtransporliodustryisaninovativcindustr}thatdri!e\econornicandsocialilogress.Thegro\inilavailabiljtv
of afi.rdable air tmv.l h.s cons erably rlidere.l alialioo s rolc' in our global societ) With technologjcat brcakthrougtis anil the
ilcrcrscd calacifi io 1l] nrore peotlc al inc.easinglv cheaper pices, ind $ith narion:tt govcmmerls liDdirg $,a)s to prfncr i{ith
dirlires, the poPularil! ot air travcl sill oDl) coDtinue to gro$'. CorNumeN Iale aherdy d.cjded the fatc of ai. r.arel with the air
hansliolt irdustry resPoDdiDg to the oven']r.lmirig denand for mobilill by investing ircavil) in safctv.nd secuit\ nnp.ovements.
quieter and more ftel-dficierl aircraft and improred cnstoore. sen'iccs. With all this i. niin.L. ho$,can it even bc Dossible rh,r r,.
discouras.l|e (ontirucd cxpaNion ofr|is excitins and berreliciat indusrry? E6tt
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BY XIAOCHING L]NG

Liuing in cosnopolitar delelot.d narjons. irt eas) io rssnne rhat cr.
rycjtjzcr has accessto (he nec.ssities oflife. Th.liuirs ofour re
lentlcss 0ur rit ofmrlerial $,.Alth are so e\id..l, gteuring sky
scrafe.s, swift bullet trlins, wetl stockc.t srpennrrkcls aDd
2.+ hoor eltcnai.drent. Hor'.ro anyoncb. i. $antsurounde.t

brsu.h eicess? Bul it is ridiculous to imagi e rhatttrc pooralit nnderldvilcsc{l resi.le onty iD deretop
nrg courties, for their prcsen(e is obvious eren iD lhe f{strioDrble streets 01 \ew yort. l.ondon ar{l
Singaporc. -A.lthough thc poor nalbc in rhe miroritv ijr such ctr rations, golernm.nts know it rs.cno
gressi\c c\e! drngcrous toignorerhen.edsoirhedisad!.ntagedifth.).rlDttobriktrtrul).\o d
class. froil.essile and ha.nnnrious vrcieh. For the tinv ist.nd state of Si.Eaporc, rvhere even.one is so
iDtcrconnected And eren p.rson is ltLctorcd nj ts vairabt. human rcsorrce. jt hrs Dr.rde ercn nrre sensc
to pav heed to t|c reeds of r|e disrdlantrged. tr-hcttr.. lalkirs of ltre poor. th. .rertalh. disrllecL, ttrc
pht\icallr handicapped. thc honreless or lle alieDatcd, Sirgapor. has rried io.xl€nd som. fi j, otnrrn
cial help. cduca t ional ot]Frl u nities, j oh securitr, housi!g or adcq uare m..tjcat care to ttrcs. neet\ s, ! u l)\.

f.iNtly, Sirgrporc has chosen the srrrte$ of sociat iDtcgralion of ttrc ha\.es and h.re jrots as i;r as is
feasibl.. we do Dol segregatc tbe disadvartag€d bur a.rneh seck ro incorporrtc lheDr iDto th. lib.ic
of our societ\'. \V. aloid thc di\ isive pracrice otcrerrjng Bhetoes tbr the needv as lhirt ori1.s.N.s ro crc,
at. n€ighbour]ro.rds ofnrotrcrrunitv, ilsecurib an.t tolertjrt ccnfes ofrescntnreDt ilajrjDg to exploil..
Our public horrsing estates have fiorn the start lceJr crertcd wittr strict racirl quorrs iI nind_ estrbtistr
iDg r fair mi\ of ethniciiles al.l social class.,s. Tlough onh.o!ersial. ttic Singalrore gov.,n LeDr][ss!ne
ahcad with iDtegratnrit a Drigmnl worlter domirory withi. the lomforlable Deighlouihood ofS., rnEooD
Gardcns \hlncrable el.Lerly folli itrnrg alone ha1.c atso been gjr.n .hcapty pricc.t sLudio aparldrents in
tubli( housilg .states. ncar all lorDs of fubti( utitiiics and lathoins spaccs ro eontre ih.v do not t.ct
.bardoned. Handicapfcd n.iend\' facilit ies arc nn\, , rurc cnjn, ,ur leJttrr. , ,.,ri ,u\ |ut,/, rrtaccs ol.
interest suc| as slioptjng,rnlls and museums and er'€n plLbti. fuansport.

Secondlv, though it will rl$,als adhere to irs philosopby o1 economi. tragmati r.d neler go lhe wav
oft|e welfar. staie. the SingarureaD gov.r.nient srilt t.ovictes room lor ecoromi( assistrnc. to the dis
adva.tage.l. Fnrarcial aid is gl\en our to those $,tro rnosr .Lesforleh Dee.t a l.g up, ensxrnrg lljat thcn.
basic liling .eeds arc bcins met. Subsidies for hc.trhcare, housing, educatio. as $,clt rs .ltolrDcc,s ftl
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traDspoft and uiiliLies are given out to thc porcst ofthe poor.]\ ven stricl needs rss.ssm.nt is cadcd
ort bcfore the dishrrseme.t ol aid thoug|, and this mal offend those ofmore purisl soci.lisl s.Dsibili

tics. Still,thc iDcome gap $as lo{ered in 2008 p. fily thanks to govcrnneDt rid in the lbrm olGSl .r.dits
and \rorkfarc hrcoDic sufplcnents. Iconomics prolelsor Tan (|cc Giaf ofNrnvrDg Te(hnolo!,ical Uni

veNjlr nol.d t|rt golcrDDrcnt rid hclped lrop up lbe lo$er i.com. Ionscholds, statirg in tn interview

tliat this i{as Lh€ resLrll olthc targctcd atproach proDrised bI lhe Co\er nrenlil.k.fiomall.xi\rm 'rL'
t{r r fcw". Sirgalore s \!ealLh has been uRrd to build trf a srfcb rlc't for its disrdvarta!,ed citi7.ns. Takcthc
govcrDn.nt s fund for health care, Xlediltnd, whi.h .o\crs thc fooresi iD SiDgalor€ {ho .eed hosfitrl
.ar.. llorc thaD 90% of patients treated aL the r.slil le of]tcntal Hcrlth - Sjngapores laryest.renlal
healtlr hospitrl w.r. hcarilr subs isc'.l.

]'hirdl]. n n] lilie to crilicise Snrgatorc\ c ltrrc ol meitocracy Lr penalising l |e disadvantagcd but it is

onl]aslstcmthatre$'ardsuiteLlectandIardlvorttlatcaDcnsuretlilteleryon€iIn,Ludingl|cdisadlan
trg.d stnnds xD cqual chance to get e,haL lhey need. Snrdcnts aln do rtell ir school are re$arded $il|
b!.sali.s andbook allo$'anccs rnd stand !s much a chiice as lh.ir chcr classDutc's in i{iDninjl presIlP,

ious slale s.hol.rshifs to clit. schools like I1$!.d rld O\jblIl. ln r m.ritocracl rlliere one is re$.a ed

based or oi,e\ diljgence arrd trlcnt radrcrthaD one's class or eLhniciL), ele. thc toor.st crn find itne $,a!

to c'xcelLeDtiob olpoiul]ilies !nd upi'ad nrolili1.l. A state that is too gerercus in ils handonts aDd cush_

ioning of life s lu$h realities trra) .isk b rcednrg a s.Dsc of cntitienient rnd delendenc.r l| ar nltim.tcly
damages sclf cstc.m rnd consequentlr the ctpacilr jb. indepcndctc. aDurg tlic lo\ler inconregro!ps

IloNever, ere lbough t|c Solcmmcnt is paling attentjo! to lhe ne.ds of t|c disadvantaged, there is

a lirnit to tlle inpact ol t[]jr .florts. Incomc rcdist bution eflois br the Gov.rnmcnt thAt att.mpt to
bridgc the income gau cirr orlr p,o so 1.r. T|cs. cfforts cannot be too custol jsed lo .reel uniquc nc.ds

thns nrc\itabl!, $rne ofthe disad\ rtaged will hll b.t\ccn thc cmcks. Given all tirese liiritntio.s lo it|al
lhe State.rD do at a macro l.rel, there $ill al\laF be gaps t|rt onl] thc pivrte sector. grassroots oryani

satjons nll d . o n profit organisrtions can plug at the nicro lerel I 1 can nol bc just ihc State i{ho looks ffie.
the reeds ollhe d isadvantagcd lccausc it is an impossible llerculean last thc fcoflc of SiDgapore nmst

get iBohed, rnd to thei' credil, m.ny havc. P.rhaps this is tlie ben solutio. $'her. .ootcntion rath.r
than rntrgonisn rules: tLie SLaLe loolinB riicrtlic gcncral needs rnd the citiz€Irs loo|ing aftcr th. slccific

.ccds of o r disa.iv{Dtrged. lirom lirge coryo.atioDs likc thc Singapore Kidne! |oufldatio. lo small.r

adrocacl itroups likcAidha and HOMI], $'e ha'e seed Singaforc\ ch! tablc sector g.ow \!ith encourrg

In conclusion, Singapo.e is indeed faylrg 
^ttcDii.nr 

to tlie needs ofthe disadvnnleg.d cv.n as $'c clnDl

up thc ccoDomic h.lder. There is evidence lhat ou soci.t! is still nosth prog.essirr!, loe,elher. \Vhil. it is

lroc that it is th. goverDnent s responsibiljt! lo iook rft$ its citizeDs, it is not a .ight LhaL $,€, disadlan

Lag€d or.ol, drolld dcmrnd ortake for granted. llefce, it js good thrt sornc i)fStugxpore's policies are

gerrecL to$.aftls cullnnling a culhrr. of sclf-rcliaDce, $.he.e w€ empotvd p.oplc to nrve t(tr\'ards being

ablc tu help thenisehes. liurthernror., i!. s|ould also remenber Lhat rle cann,n rcll on l]rc govcrDmcni\

tlans lnd 1,isid to gear us to{ads paring rttcntion to h.lp the need}. ll is wise lo constantl) ass.ss thc

statc s cftofts to hclp the poor but !ltitualelt, $'..itizcns rnd annchai. criti$ rreed to fln) our palt.nd
h.h i'|.rc rvc can, nnDlc'diatelt aDd wlLoleheartedl). Solrc thiuss - likc'the desire 10 rishL {.o.ss.rnd
help olh€N crnnotirclcgislrtcdbtrtnNnconespon1aneooslr''iiomthchcaft.46t,
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BYSHIAO YIN KUIK

Euery devcloped courltrr- a.knowledges ihar the past tlro decades
ofintense econonric globaljsation have nunxgcd ro ljft nul-
tiludes ofthcir citizens fiom relatiye polcttv inro niddtc
class comfot. Unlbrtunat.ly, the same surge in absolrrc
wealth canre hand nl haDd sith a $ideniDs golfbetwecD rhe
liaves and the haveiots, lor those lrho are unabtc to carch

on to t|e lrave of i{calth are usually weighed doMr bt a complcx army of disadvanrages - agc, crhnicity,
cultlue etc. Thc stale's st.uggle to address t|e needs ofthosc teli behjnd $,hile dealirg wittr their uriquc
political and ccononic contcrl is a highlvemorional topic. FranlJy, it is imfossible for Sirgapore to mcct
all the recds ofthe disadvantaged in a manre. tliat $,ilt satisfl aU pafti.s a d a atrdicnces. tt is fail to
point out tha( lbr all tlrc sood Sjnsaforc has doDe so far jb. its needy, Singapore shoutd not shir.k liom
beinshcld accountable to the hjshcst morat standards ro see ho$,much more she coutd b€ donrs.

Constrained by our Beog.aphical siz€ andlimited narumt rcsources, Snigafore his chosen to meet socio-
econoniic Dccds by enphasising a culturc ofpe.sonal rcstonsibitity aDd scl reLiance raiher rhan adoft a

welfare statc nrodel. Singapore believes thar lhe "MaDI Hclping I IaDds,, approach is thc mosL sustrinabte
method ofhelping the ncedy grassroors and voluntaN welfare oryanisarjons (\rwros). cornpassionaLe
nidividxals, the cov$nne t an.t thc individral hnnsel alt have to $,orl rogether to sohe sociat probterrN.
For tie most pat1. this strateg) has been consid.red etredivc. Take hertthcarc tbr iDstaDcc: ,trhough,
government subsidies help to keep basichcalthcare atrordablc. Singaporears ar.e expected to1]o pat parl
oftheir mcdicai expenses and pay morc {'hen rheJ demand a higher lc,vcl ofsenice. Usins taxes, the state
oDlyflrnds about one quartero{Singapore s roral heatrtr cosrs. Conpa.nrg slare expeDdirure on heatthcare
betweeD SnrgaporeaDd the USA, Sinsapre tooks mis..ty ir meetiDs he. peopte,s n.cds b] spendins only
US$381 per capita conpared to Amoica s Usg26ajo per capita. Bur in ictual fact, Singapore\ s).stem is
regarded as one ofthe n[,st succcssfr] and efficicnt healrhcrre systcms jn the $,o d by locusnrg ho ellorts
and monies on tund ing prevcntive health camFigns, subsidisinit pubtic hospitats an.t proli{ling a safet!
net tor the poorest e,ho cannol save enough lo pay thcjr 

'l?v. 
In comparison ro us^, silgapofe boasis

hislier life expectanq (82 vs 78) &d lo$€r infant mortaliry (2.3 dcaths/rooo bir-ths vs 6.4 derths/loolr
bfths). Thisshows Lrsthat SiDsaporc\ efiectiven.ss in meetinsttrc needs ofher peopte cannot be judsed
sim isticnllv by a comparisor ofnlrnbers but by resulrs.

In the eyes ofthe inLerDatioral co'nmrnity, Snrgapo.e is coDsidered succ.ssful in looking aft.r lhe needs
ofits oxn disadvantaged. Uften }ou sec how hr she has come, jt is easy to fo.get that half a cemtrr, aso
Singaporc r{as oDce a flace olcrowdcd squarre. colonics lacking prcpcr sanitation. Singapore has a honre
oMcrs|ip rate of 91%. lhe hishest in rhe s,orld. over 8()% ofSingaporeans can afford t.r be housed in
flats underthe public|orsjng schcDre manasedb),our Housins Dcvetopnent Board (HDB). HDB is also
focused oD ensuins the housnrs needs of the more lulne.ablc, such as the cldc.tr- and the lo,vo ,ncoDle
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group, can continue to be mei cven as local stand'

ards of living shoot up. tsecause of our system of

meitocracy. Sinsaporeans ofall raccs and creeds,

no matier their begnmings, have a fair chance at a

subsidiscd education, resuliirs in a 94.2% literacy

rate, one of the liighest in thc world. Our uDct!-

li o)mrn ,014 \rinos Jl ? i% nJ (rn; u : ,rd i"
the world, ouhankjng many other developed na

tionslike SwitzerlaDd, Solth Korea andthe UK.

Hoseler, looking at our irenendous wealth and

our prionfies in spending, ii is obvio(s we could

h",luing d wh"l, lur nore o L r,--'). .l er' r'
no point boasting that we do not har€ st.eets of
homeless vagrants as -America does or slums like

Mumbai's. The fact iswestill hale very nced] peo

ple lilins in Singapore who are not beins helPed.

Nlember of Parlianent Dr Lily Neo highlishtect

that the public assistance of SG$29o a month

doledout was nrcrcasingiy insomcicntto even pay

tbr a decert three mcals a day for the 3,ooo house

holds currently on thc scheme dLle to ilhess, okl

ag€ or disabilitJ. The official numb€r ofpublic as-

sisted fanilics also has noi chansed sigrificantly

sirce 2oo2, raisir1g coDcernsthatthe state is benrg

toorigid about what constitutes as ncedyalthorgh

chariiies insist thai ihe effects ol globalisation are

tipping nore Singaporeans into lhat caiegory'. To

somc local charities $'ho are supplemcDtnis in

creasingty more public assisredfaniljes rlirh ftce food and groccryvouch€rs, the state and ordinarySiDgrPoreans could do a lot nore

just forrhesc a,ooo families alone.,\SGS5o increase in public assistaDce 1or each fanily ultnnatelr, adds up to SCSl5o,ooo onl)' a

rittance in a counhl, nicknamed Asia's Switzerland for nillionaires whcrc owning lso or three pieces ofmillion-doLlar prcpcties is

considered nollnal.

'fhere are atso padicular Diche g.oups ofdisadlartnged rihose Deeds cnnnot bc met as lorg as ihcy do not fit nrtothc particular noral

o. ideologicat wortdvier! ofthe Singaporc state. For exanple, govenm€nt subsidies do not cov.r Hlv ne.li.ation and Medishield

insurance docs Dot cover rneDial illnesses, HIV orAIDS treatments. The provocativc issne ofhow i{e trcat transjent rnigmnt workers

in Singapore is atso rerealing. SiDgaporean migrant ghts advocacy groups like TWC2, HOMI, ard Nligrant Voices hale been lead

ing the ptrblic conversation and keeping the public conscience on track and the state has rcsponded with ihc passing ofnnfoftant

newlaws to limiL rhe abuse offo.eisn construction I'ork$s, ship welders and domestic hehcN on ou. tuf.lvlaid abusers and erant

emptorcrs have also been teve ed wjth harshe. punishm ents. But the end consensus is that wc h.ve liniited resources and unskilled

aliens shodd Deverbe pdoritise.i oaer Singaporeans. Thus. this puts rest.jctions on the exter! ofhcb tlie stite iswillingto give then

For this samc reason, Strgapore is Dot open to providing sanchurl fo. asylum seckcrs or relugees.In Febnrary 2oo9, NGO Human

Rights Watch scDr an open letler ro the ASEAN Sccretary Geneml to chastise Singapore for her failurc to protect nigraDt $'orker

ights: many arc noi assureci ol even having days off. ovcr-tinie pay, adequate lodging, acccss to labour courts and other enrplo)mert

While we have created a wo d class stsrem ihat has rlleviated maDy needs and has e\ceeded worldlv standards. it doesn't niea we

should rest on our lau.els. If Snrgapore has swellcd its cotrers and built its slining cil,ascape th.ough the conbined sscat ard tex.s of

ordiDarl people, it is only righr that more of those coffers go towards alleviating the needs of ordinarJ people rather than frovjdjrg ever

morc comforr for the ctite. Ultimately, ihe gap of expecrations between thc state and the disadlaDtaged ofwhat is the best way to meet

needs wil resdt in accusations thar Snrgapore is trncadng and there is truth iD that. the necdy wrnt a con\t chensive systen that is

simple to navigate nnil unquestioning in ils largesse but the state wants a caretul slstem that docs not ctltivate a sPnit of dependencv,

that naximises efiiciency and mininises abuscs Tlie da)' whcD Singapo.e instinctivelr asl$ \Mui can we do to hclp? ' before asking
.Does rhis person desere my hc\r?" is the day when we can say hc arc pa)'ing soflicicnt attentior rn r|c ncFnc,r^nnd ns (att

I
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DISCUSS THE VIEW THAT
TOO MUCH FAITH IS
PLACED IN STATISTICS.
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there is one defining charactenstic of this nodern world, it would bethe dominance of ra-
tionaliwand science in our eve{'day lives. An obvious nanifestation ofthis is the preva,
lent use of number to irack trends and quanti& t]le world around us. MaD uses statistics
for a variety ofreasons: for predicting the tuturc, justilying his actions, or decidins what
action to tal<e with limited resources at hand. One cannot deny the importance ofstatis

tics in our modern day society- However, one can question if the pre eminence of statistics js too much of
a good thing, and whether absolute faith in the truth of numbers is detrimental to Man.

Staiisiics is the major tool used bygovdnments, corporations aDd individuals to predict tuturc human
behaviourbased on the past. Most govemments or majorcoryorations have teams ofstatisticians gather
ing data on how people behave so ihai they can base their decisions on something morc concrete than
conjecture. For the niost part, the presumption that statistics offer a way for Man
to predict the ftrture holds irue. The problem concs when there is an over-reliancc
on statistics and its accuracy in predicting human behaviour. M.tn is not an au
tomaton. Sociologists and behavioural psychologists have long argued tbat staiis
tical daia might not be a good predictor of the tuture because ther€ arc many fac-
tors that affect human behaviour that statistjcs cannot tully capture. One najor
aspect of that in today's society is how access to infomation and new technologies
can change Man's behaviour. During the recent U.S. P.esideniial electioN, many
respecred pollins conpanies like Gallup and AC Nielsen believed tlat Americans
were still divided along racial lines and would be ambivalent about haviDg a black
prcsident. These companies did not consider the impact of nodern conmurica-
tion social networkins technolosies like'lwitter and Faccbool< which wer€ used
erlensively by Obama's elcction team to spread his nessage of change. The result
was that the majority ofthe Amerjcans voted for him, despite his ethnicity. Thus,
the ability of statistics to effectively predict Man's tuture behaviour is cerlainly in
doubt with the unprecedented levei of access to modern, instaDt communication
technologies naking hunian behaviour less predictable.

FORTHE T/OSTPART,THE PRE-

SUN4PTION THAT STATISTICS
OFFER A WAY FOR T,4AN TO
PREDICT THE FUTURE HOLDS
TRUE, THE PROBLEM COT/ES

WHEN THERE IS AN OVER-RE-
LIANCE ON STATISTICS AND
ITS ACCURACY IN PREDICTING

HUMAN BEHAVIOUR. N4AN IS

NOTAN AUTOT/ATON.

The public has an nnplicit trust that "numbers don'tlie" as rhey have been long uscd to sovernments md
corporations pmvidinsnumbers as a sign oftranspa.ency and honesty to justify their acrions. lrowever in
reality, this is far frcn true as statistics can be twisted, leading to false justifications o{ actions and abus€s
ofpower. Often, statistical evidence is sathered with pre-corceived norions, and data is often manjpu
lated to suit certain purposes or resuhs. Even the interyretation of the data colle.red can be faulry when
false correlatioDs betweeD statistical data and social trcnds are nade.In 2oo7, the 

"eleqrapi 
newspaper

in Britain reported that more than 25% of all cimcs committed in London werc by foreigners, especially
the Poles and Ronanians. However, uder closcr scrutiny, it was discovered that rhe ?elegi.aph tudsed
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IEDTALKTHIS Llre numbcN br nol distiDsuis|lnil beti{ecn t|oe'arresred rnd those lcrLraltv ctrarg.d tor crimcs. ()l iir
great.r co..dJ, ls the fact thNl such rlarDrjst retortlug $,rs iDr.nded ro stir !p rcn.thobir fcct'ngs,.,org
thc Bitish lo\lrrds th. in., eased irnnrigrrlioo ol Lastc r F.rJr,treans and dnrnr up {rppor for theCon-
$$11i\ € Pri!. Thus, $. rieel tu b.v.rr o1!lacirg to. Drr. tr liith ir ttrc us. olstrristics fari.ularlrsircc
strljsticrl dxta.en b. liultv in collc.tlo., atrahsis rd interpretatidr rnd use.L to NIDorl te\s thrn nobt.

It hrs b..n said tlilt thc ljggest questiinr ..o.,),uics hxs to rnslver is hoi! to s.ljsl'|. th. infi.ir. .eeds of
pcofl. $ilI liritc r.soun'ls at haDd h o e. to b.ttcr illocnle sc{rcc rcsorLJ.es. decisnn Drakers oftrD
ns. sLalidics to ind ou1 $herc'thc ...ds arc. \rlio nc.ds therL and th.j |ossibte outconrs jl n souiccs ar.
NLlo(!te.L to th. r.cipleirts. This is i losjcrlrnd qnaDtilirtJte ilrln) bcsl deLerDirelLho shoutd get thc !ron
heb lnd a 1.ir,reliio.L nr.Dsrrins tlht clcn o.. geLs rD rquitrbl. share ofrhc s..r.. resourres. HrN\ er.
nuNb.N d. ,bt reallv crtlurc rhe full csn n.r ot rhe sitfutiod. rslecirly fd.th.se s,tro dcscn,. rtr.j jDost

liclf. ln Sj.Arlror.. oDc.in rerd ofthos. $h. lall rhrongh r|. cj r!tis brcrus. on faper rh.\.rrc.ol ..poor

oroush lo dc-(cN.ll.lhre help but in rcallry can hrrih get b\. Thc rcas.n ltrr rtiis js atnosl 8096 ofour
lo.N L populati.nr oi!n their o$t 1lrts. nrrLing it tossibl. to be rssct tl.]r rrd tiDancilllvt.oJ ar rlLesrm.
line. Numlns tulr, be lilrii.d b\ llre t\fcs ofnnbrfration that 0. n:adilr a\.aihbt. on rcor.L This hrs
serids inrpllcrliurs on how rcso!rcts arc illo.nlel iar socirl w.llare. Srsrems [. jrrfertect rnd ttrc cir
cgorisrrid) creatcd b! sl.listirs is oftcn frJl 01 lhe pmltcD. I urrjurs continr.j to sotel, rctl oD sLrristics
to dill€reutiatc lctr..n url (atcgoris.i dillerent gnNlx .1 teople rnd th.i, reets. humr. sr1i1?ring ar{l
folillcrl l;r]l(ut will lii,dv be scvd. in the lears n) conr. Srtridjc-q shoxld l)e \ te$ed citi..ti! trecalse ttro.
rre rot conru.h.,,sjve or r.stoDsi!€ enouglr to tirll\ JelLect thc n.cds ijr s.jcieh..

Socicn.r..oldoa$'Nts'ilIllredependcn.uo.srarinics\{.n.rellLhcDtohch!sirrlicbtrtod.r:jo!s
bnt 11aJ, ,reeds n) rc.oit.ise Llrrt Dx!r])os do not tcll us rhr q tule stoN. Otl.. ,,umbe$ .en tr. n .u!ptr
lNled tl all strg.s. i;!r, (ollrtnD 10 .lerlretrtidr. nr telt rhe ston ..e desires. Nftrr inrporrantlr, roo
.,uch faith in slNLisllcs rc.Luccs .ll td)leDis irxo digits rliat fril to .a01rre the (rnfl.riljes otso.irl aD.l
l,umrD froblurs. r\Je n st rcn].,rberto injcct.tIics and r s.Ds..i ll!nLlDitl.in r|. lse otnumtn,s, rc
lnn^d.dginr ltrrL t)cofl. irc .!L.jnst .ligits.n I bllurce shcct. ii!il:l
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The
nodernworld canbedescribed as a$orld comnitted to ensu.ing success in elcryarca of development i the

use of statisiics being vital to ensuring that success. ln an effort to make better d€cisions daily, whether fo.
policv, invcsimeDt or even having a child, people havc come to almost obsessively rely on statistics to help

ihem nake an inforned choice. They believe that statistics can quantib the world and sum up the larious

factors in concrete ways that allow for accurate analysis oftle situation or a better grasp ofthe truth. yet. as

muc.h as staiisiics conpounct life's subjectile mystique, thcy also paradoxically e.ase it. fhanl<fully, although the sta cloud of pre

dictability does sonctines obscure our abiLity to truly experiencc thc tulhess of life, this obstruction does not last for lons as hope,

faith, values and instinct, no matter horv irational, usually shine rhrough, conlincing us that the use ofstatistics has fodunately noi

come to dominate our lives.

The nrosi comrnon arsunent raised is that ioo much faith is placed in statistics because ittakcs a$ay our freedom ofchoice by al

rvays dictating the rnost ratioDal decision to be made.It $'ould sccm obrious that ifi.onclad statistics wdc prcsented to us, then we

would undoubtedly makc ihe obvious choice that the statistics point us to. Yet, this is not entirely true becausc eveD staiistics are

opeD to interpretation. Statisiics may show us facts and trends, bui how \c interprci these figu.es in relation to a contcrt and ho$'

r{e predict ftrture trends are entircly subjective. Perhaps as important as thc usc of statistics in ou. daily decision rnaking is how

culiural identity,luck, and even destjnyare factored in our conclusions and decisjons. Thc verl'fact that the stock market. whetherii

be tbe DowJoncs or Hans Seng indexes, sees mlriad differcnt decisions made everyday d€spite dccision nakers hniing acc€ss lo tbe

sane statistics, shows that $'e are far from beinq too relianton statisiics, atrd certainly still capable ofnaknrg iDdeperdent decisions,

rvhethe. supported by siatistics or not.

Wc might als.r be overreacting when wc bcljeve tliat we have become over reliant in ihe use of statistics i ost because it is encnsively

uscd as a key refe.ence point to assess e\€rytling from national economic compeiiiivcness to social problems. Take for insiancc thc

extensive use of cross Domestic Product {CDP) as a universal tool to sauge the ecoromic h€alth ofa country despite the loowledge

that this statisiic is a huge getremlisation of a country's economic progress. G.anted, we most often usc this siatistic to get a sense

of tlie compa.nti\,e econornic standiDg of more than r5o countries in thc $orld, but $'e do so because ahernaiivc mcthods of neas-

urements wotrld be too time consuming and go beyond the brcad und€rstandjDg that we require. in this rcspeci, $t usc siatistics

as a gauge, ftrlly conscioLrs ofthe fact that they are not absolute or exhaLNtive. More often than not, they are used onlv as a rough

guidelinc, and sene as a neans by which to crcaic a seneml yardstick for assessment or comparison. we do us€ other nrethods of

assessnent. but continueto use statistics asthe main mcthod for the conveniencethey providc.

The effect that the extensive usc of siaiistics creates is also contested as romantics argue that statistics rcduccs thc $'orld itlto facts

and lisures, murdering serendipiryand sfontaneity with all its stiffcomputerised analysis. Surcly ifstatistics derail our illosical pas-

sions and sut instincts into clear cut, objeciivc responses, they woukl be denyins us of the joy of tuD, of careless discovery aDd thc

I
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iobe statisticallt' misrepresented and inthecasc ofvi
tanin C coDtent, an ourright lie_ While sonc discern
ing consuncN are coDscious of the nianipulative way
statistics are used, a majo.i4 of consruncrs are not as

statisticallyliterate as we woLrld like to beliele. Thank-
flrlly, in a nodeni world where multiple medin sources
Jr..\ai'dblr.li.c-J.) bv,ro.*, r..k r ginrurnatro r'.
likely to increasc. But till norc education is provided
in this rcspcct, we sliould bc cauriors_

As a broad final obseFarion, the conforting kno$,]
edge is that not all things can be mcasured via statis
tics and in some cases w€ do trot pur our faith in it ar
ali. Try as statisticians might, statistics have not been
able to accurat€ly quaDtii' clements such as creativ-
ity, charisma, tean wor-k and true liappiness as they
are too intangible or innneasurable to be accumtely

experience ofbeing ernDshumans. The rcalityis nothowcveras bleak as it,s nade outto be, forwehave
not beconcso obsessedthatlife has lost its drama and flavour. Jr6t considerthe nilions of fervent sports
fans $'ho continu€ to blindly pledge thcn.loyal\, aDd fotlo$,the sames oftheir clubs, despite glanns sia
tistics ielling then otheNise. Or consider the couDrlcss srubbom investors and eni.epreneurs who sink
theirlife savings into their little drcam eatery, despite sratistics showing that nincout often such ventures
fail. We caD feel assured and safely clain that our relationshif rrith statistjcs has not gone so far rhat we
hale lost the inational beauty of rjsk, adventure oruDflnrching beliefinthc inpossible.

If aD)tning. the clear sign that we have placed roo nuch faith in statisrics would be {,hcn so mnch tmst is
inlested in then that we becone prone io deceptioD_ The blind tmsi that some er-reDd to sratistics uuscs
them io forget that facis and fi$res can be manipulated, and ortright lies cotrtd be presented as truth.
Pcople who havc agendas have been known to cltoit our trust in statisrics. It is nor uncomnon to hear
clnical c.rnsuncrs conplainingofsly corporations who use theguise ofstatistics to convey an imageofre-
liability orvalDe. Political parties exploit hcrd mentalib bvspinning data io creare favoumbte assessmenls
ofpolitical candjdates. Popular childreD's drink Ribena for exampte exploited consumer complacenc) in
New Zealand by claininstheirsyrrp contained a certain percentase ofviianjn C, aDd turther backed this
up with dala ofhowmuch the everydayconsumerlo\€d the braDd. This consumer confidence was proved

TRY AS STATISTICIANS MIGHT
STATISTICS HAS NOT BEEN

ABLE TO ACCURATELY QUAN-
TIFY ELEMENTS SUCH AS CRE.

ATIVITY, CHARISMA, TEAI\4

WORK AND TRUE HAPPINESS

AS THEY ARE TOO INTANGI-
BLE OR IMI\4EASURABLE TO BE

ACCURATELY PORTRAYED BY

MERE NUI\4BERS

portEyed by niere numbers. Takingthis further it js unlikelyrhat all ibings can bc represeDred by ptain
nunbers because the vorld moves as a resulr ofa complex web ofinterconnectedfactors. pop economists
or obseners of worid events likc Malcoln cladwell or Thonas Friedman havc popularised the Outlier
Theoryorthc coldenAJches Theory, trying io atrach a statistical rcferetrce to seemingly ranalom events.
White wc enjoy exploins the possibility oftheir ideas, Ne stitl take mosi ofthem wirh a pinch ofsatt.Till
we fiDd away to proveiheories as mndom as rhe Buttcdy Effect, we can still comfortabty accept the un
certain variables life throws our i!ay. We have certainly nor gone so far in our beliefin statistics ttat we
havc iost our abilit"v to disce.nbetween popularthcoryand reliablc statistical facts.

There is nothingessentiallysrongwjth lookingto statisricsto ajd us jn niaking better decisions, especidtly
in creating nrore stable aDd accountable eDvironments. Wc can also appreciate that thebestthings life has
to offer are very niuch hTical rather than sraristical, manifesting su+rising colour, peNpective and Darra
tive. Yet, the use ofstatistics in oudccision makiDghasbred a teDsion berween brain aDd heart, fact and
faith, design and frce will. u has never been norc difficult to puli these lbrces apart. to tnow whicb one
is at work and $'hich one to believe in. To totaltydismiss sratistical analysis woutd be ignoranr as lompu_
ie sed analysis does otrer sound insight but more inportantb, believins in them unconditionaly isjust
asdangercus. For at least a Drillionyears as society evolvcd. way b efore statisti cs came into play, wetived
iife bascd oD ourgtrt instincts. As far as we can see today, norhingmuch has changed. Statjsrical analysis
mighi olTer insight but itwill probably never replacc the good old empirical oDe, a keen ser ofe),es anat gLrt

instinct ihat still yclls as loud as an]'sraristic that mishr be otrered_ ((!l
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In considerirg the factors at work in determinirg a couDirt)s pros.ess aDd dcv.toDment,
people comnonly cite factoN suc| as gove.nment, cconoDic policies, hjstorv, Dolitical
icteologl, forces of globalisatioD.. l he list goes on. Adni edlr-, a counbrs h.ansforna-
tioD and deveiopnient dcfcnds upoD r broad mnge ol humrn facrors, yel aL rhe end of
the day, its progress is dete n ined aDd hnitcd by rhe success ofmanaging andutiljsnrs

what seosraphv has endowed oD a coultl,a, whether it bc physicat size, location, cljnate, tandsGpe or

Fi$tly, the geographical location of a courtry is a ke) hctor in driling economic prlgrcss. Consider a
country's proximib; to boomnrg ecoronies, such as Chinx, rnd ho$'trade and iD turn econoDic gro$.th
is given a boost- Thc KuDrning Bangkok Expressrva) is an eaarntle of a land hrk that connecls Chinato
the ASIiAN conntrics. Such a lirk cDhances lrade exchangcs between ASL \r couDhies ard China and
illows the rcgion to (ap on tlie economic growth ofChiDa. The Balric states ofEstonia an.t Litliuania h.ve
sinila yused theirclose proxinity to their luropern neighbou.s to gaiD fron trading i{ittr ihem during
ecoDomic boom tjnes. Evcn t|oxgh there are morc global econoDiic optorluniries avrilablc todrv, seo
graphical Droxinityis still ihc primnry basis for good ecooornic coopemtior rlilh oeighbournrg counrries
andthus an e\changc ofgoods and seFicesthai conrdbuteto econonric success.

Next, couDtricstlat possess DatuRl rcsources have alsobc.n able roharn€ssthesc to aid econoDiic growth
and coDscquenlly nntjonal devcloprnenl. NatLral rcsources such as oil ardgas ha\€ enabled liaDl roun
tries, through export ofthese rcsources, to gron their cconomy and even alloiare pole.ry iD sone cas.s.
Thc cxarnple olAfrica's economic grou.tli stennning fi.orn rhe contineDi's ca
poft of petoleurn to CliiDa, Uniled States and other parrs of the no d

BYWENDYGOH

dc led econoniicbelcfits tuom travelle$ trckkilgthe ltjlnah-
yas or visiting the famed Mount lvercst. The ric.hes ofthe land,
rvhethe. it bc .csources needed by industries or geographical

features that attfact tourists, arc a definjte economic advantage

is . case h point. Thc continuing power and sisnifica ce ofnajor oil
producirgcounticsIasb€conieaDundcDiablereality. Fudhcmrore,
courtries with ihe natural resources of u ictue landscapcs can
benefit grcatly lron1 tourisn. Physical landscapes slch as lhe
s q.. A t,. i-J.t.a r rrn.t cJr y^ r',.,a torE \, d xr'o dr"\n
fisitoN from all olrr rnd Nepal as a der€loping countrt, has

IMAGECRED TS

to countrics lvhile also provjding a basis fo. mtionalistic pide. :
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Yet phlsicalleatues hale iD irstanccs prolen lo be a curse Rther than a blcssnrg, derailing rathertlia!
aidingecoromic p.osress. CoDsidcrlrolv cou.ldes often suffer both .con omically a dd socialb as r rcm]t
olbeirg locate.l iD gcographi.al regions lhat erpose then to hars| \rcai|er .orditions. t'ropical t.mpcra
tures with enrcmch.at encoLirage iisects andpaMsitcs to thrive. bringing about sicknessesthat can |ave
a criptliDg c1T..t on wo rk produ(tivit) and human hcali|. Agricultural groNth in agm.iaD econornjes can
llso b. hnrdered as c.ops rither in uDceftaiD droug|t atflicred clinute. Tliis is nothclpcdbythe lacr rhat
thcse counlries, especiall) those iD sub Sa]rar.n Aliici, olter1 lack klowledgc and technical erpenise in
the a rea ol water and d(ught Danagcnent to combat rch conditioDs. As such, rhe cLi rate in these corD-
ties onlr s€Nesto lindcrihcm ftonr.xFrie cing econonic gr.$'th and overallprog.ess.

Forcount cs situated aloig g€ographicrl fault lincs, frogress couklbe stalle.l as a rcsult ofnahn.aldisas
tcrs. \'olcanic irlrptions aDd earthq akcs cln undoy.uIs olprogress aDd coDstantll' r| reaten lile ir rhose
arcas $r.h that !rogress is Dot possiblc as sc.n nr Indonesia's ishn.t of,Iava. ColDhies sitoared ir loi!
lling areas nre.rt g.eater risk ofsulT.ring the ellects olnatuml dis{stcrs,likc rsunamis or llooding rs the
sea levels.ise or lt"hoons bloi{ nr. Thc consequences caD be thc loss oflivcs, the devastatioD ofbtrildnrgs
lrnd intuastructure, thc dis a.emenl ot the populati(D. and a f.trl blo$ to tlie econom). Th. cffccts of
the 2oo.1 tsrnami contin ue lo be lelt by the various cotrnh.ies, wirh l)1an] rffected
villagcs still in disrepai. aDd lireljhoods and local cconomies not yet rehrncd io
thclclels (he) we.e at before the disast$. In e\beNe cases, the stateits.llcorld
collipse il lhe people's sutrernig is not addrcssed a d their discontcnt aith the
golernlne.t rc lts iD a rcbcllion or the ovelrh.orv ofthe gov.rnncnt.

SeeD fftrn thc abolc, physicalleatu.es do grertl,v d.tcmrine a count.!\ develop-
neDt n'hctho for good o. for bad. \Ve sho ldhorveler,laliecnreDottordoftan
olcrh ddonrinisLic stance bv Dot considc .g howgor€mnenls, thrcugh cff.c
tivc lcrde'shi! aDd namgorcrlt, caD dcfi, p|ysical coDstrairts and rc o cntate
and chnrl prcE.ess and developmcnt lor a cou try. A couDtry small iI fhlsi
cal size, ijke Singaporc, lus bcen able lo grow tier economy pfna ly because

ola highly stabl. folitical c.viron entthatiscon.lucivcforforcigDir€shnent
andbllsincss. Tlrc lacli ol|aLural resources has not dct$red the leade.ship fron
growing the econo l! b)' tapping oD human r.source, and expofting $ft skills

FOR MANY COUNTRIES

PHYSICAL FEATURES HAVE
BROUGHT GOOD NEWS AND
EVEN THOSE COUNTRIES

WITH BAD NEWS DO NOT
SUBJECT THEN4SELVES

WHOLLY TO THE FORCES OF

NATUREAND GEOGRAPHY.

SURF+READTF S
srch as nranagement slijlis overscas. h sta* conlrist, Irany r\fiicrD strics are roda) €nbroiled nr ci\il
st fe and politicaL cliaos, derailnrg .co. onr ic il.o$Lh rnd consequ.Dth so.i.l proSress and developmcni.
{hethe. 1o. the indi\idual Atuican slale or Lhe.egioD. In frct, statcs rhal s!ller lion a hck ofpolitic.l
stabiiity could throwtbcir e.ononiic locomotive offcolrrsc, rcg.rdless ol Lheir plxsical siz., or th. r],pe ol
natuMl resourccthcland rDay be endonedwith.

xrc should also ot disniss ho$'cnsiDccfing and le(lLlolosical kDoi{hoi{ in our day and ase caD be cf
tcctive\' enrplo\'ed to cicumv.Dt ih. lnnitalions i Lposed bv seography. Phrsicallv snall ourlt cs ljkc
Singapore have long emba.kcd on land rccla ratioD to erteDd thcir'land aren. ard the enNing rc$rlr is
urbi! delelopneDt throug| t|. creation ot Lore resid.Dtjal, coDrmnclala dlei rre spacc. Eafhqu.Ie
lroDe comtrics,likc Japan, hnve also Drcte use of.ngnrcering krowhoi{ to improlc satatv srand.r.ds of
buildings in a bid to nrininijse fatalities and dcv.st.tion both in the soci{l and cconomic se.se. Clinute
ibrecasl applications h{ve so b..D adopted b! Lhe a8ricult ral scctor in B.nglndesh so rs to en{blc
tamers to plan tireirfamirg activiti.s accoftlinil to clinutic chrngcs. W}ile thes€ measures xli havc th.ir
lilnitalions- their contibuijon to rnakinil lhe nost ofthe thvsical fcahnes each countLt has to dcal lith

DafidLandcs,theauLho.of t\e \Vealth {Dd Po\.rtl of N ationi' argues. "gcograt|v...])rinils bad l mgs.'
For many counLries, ph]sical fc'aturcs havc brought good nee,s and cv.n tbosc.ou.rries with bad neils do
nol subject themselves whollvto thc forces oi naLure and geogmthi. )luch slili lies in whether i!. ha1c th.
$illtode!geog phicxl coDstraints rnd do \!h.rt is possible poliiically a.d re(hnologicalh to niitigat. the
n€grtire effects and ma{imis. tlre benelits tlut cxn bc drarn fiorn L|e seosraplu of the land. altt
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sfice the ear\ci'ilisrtioDs. m{nh$ iDvestedvrst anouDts ofrcsources
nr undcrstandnrg and ov.rcoDrirg th. dct.mriniDg rolcthat gcograpliv
plays in thc frogrcss ofthcir comnNriiics. U4rilc th. rasi amounts of
e\isting.lata that shos'that advanrrgcons fhlsical iiratln cs ofca !ni
lions or civilisalions i{ere crilicrl lo thcir succcss, thoe is.nreBnrg Der{

datatliat shoils othenise. Although physical liatu.es renrai thelrirnaDsoL,rceol(apjtalandresource
for any country th{t {ishes io progress todal, modern Dation states hare leamt that !rcgressiye go\enr

ancc caD do much morc. Siatcs that havc ovcrcome thcir geogmthical destiDy prtrdly cldn that their
growt| has movcd bc,lond a dcpcndcncc oD thc adlantagcs of plr)sical fcatuEs thr gh thc harnu\sing

of lechnologl. in!.sting nr.du.atioD.nd lrogrcssnc policy, jnst to Drmc a fci{. to cDstrr. tlcir cccss.

Ph)sical lea(u.es willalwars pl.rr .r cnriai hle i. boosling . .ouDLr'! s wc.lt| and st.ndnrg lut lot| r na

lion s ingenuil,v a d $,isdon in using resources are whal ma|es a cou.t') great.

It is no coincid.nce ihat the nrcst foi{effll couDtries iD the $orld tftl.Lt rre those thrt liave eiensive
arcess to Datural rcsourc.s Drad. arail.blc fron rh.ir adlaDtagcous gcograplr,v. oil froducnrg conn

lries lik. Saudi Arabia and ltnssia ar. Draior fl.!c|s iI tlrc wo d b.cans. th.] rclf hugc froits tioDi
th€ €rport ol their naLrrall)'endo$,ed .esource. Yet, belie\ing l|rt this |lcss.d.DdowDr.nt is th. bc

lll ard erd all ofrrrogress is nrdeed uni\e. ln lact, an abulldnore ol .rtural res,r,I('s cen famdo{icel
\' be a cu$e, for it takes a$,.iy the urgen(,v fb. a counlLt to in\esL .rnd dilersili ils eco.o'r'l lo e.slre
sustaiDabl. progrcss- Thc snall nxtidi state of NauN iliustrates this peffecth !s its Do\! deploftble
cconomic statc is a long i{a! ftoDr its glory dals of ccoDonic boon btuught about bI th. irrcspcr-
ous but Lrllimalely unsnsl.inabl. fhosphomus c\l)ort ti.dc. Convcrscl), Silgrporc showcascs ho$'a
small |atjon wi(h .erl 1o Do dalL,.al lbr.ed to dc\rlop its now r.rcrcd comtctitiv. rd
laDtase br educating its people, and dirersilling its eco.o.ry l)eyond belnit a port ol crll to in(ldde
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nanolactudng and scNiccs. Thc phlsic{l feature irf a courtD in ie ns ol its resourcc cndo$ncnt is certainll a $'eL

corre ad!anlage but a .otrntrl"s nFtainable progress is vert nuch more determired by the wisc Lrsc of tliese rcsotrrces

and eftective leaders]rip.

Yct, effective leade$hip aloDe cannoL circomvenl t|e sometnncs dcbilitating effects ofgeograplu. the tropical c.linrate

of equato al couDtries encourages the breeding r,f germs and the spread of discascs due to its wann and noist environ

renl; lhe soil fcrtility of a couDtry caD rffect its agicrLtural productivity; countdes locatcd alons fault lines are prone

to natuml disastcrs which intcNl]t economic delelopnent; hilly t€rrnin nrakes tlansprt difficult and settlenents uD-

favourable, nnd the list goes on. Thcsc fhlsical features all have the potential o1 placing enornrous constraiDts on the

der€lopnieDt rlf a counlry'', bul l|€yby.o mcaDs dictatc the progress of a country, as these disadvantageous fcaturcs may

be orercone thrclgh lhe use ol lechnology and inrovativc rcscarch. Soil fertility, fo.elanple, nay be inoeasedniththc
use olfcrtilisers or hish-tielct seedsj hilly teuains maybe terraced for asiorlturei carly-$'anins slstems can be installed

Lo prcdiciaDd frcparcfor catastrophe; sornd lirgiene a d medical standa.ds nar-'bc uscdio culb tlie spread of diseases

like.rnladi. Th. dis.dvaniagcous th)sjcal features of a countr-v ire dellnjlely not a.hroDic prcdicamcnt for a co ntns
! rogress ir a $'orld of clcr rdrancins tc'chrological and scieDtilic i rovaL ion s wherc nran has barn.sscd his niseruiq to

!lter his erYiro..re.l.

\!hcth.r boon or brDe. phvsi(al letrtL,res become an incr..siDgly dctcrminant factor for prcgress when the ignorance

off.oflc or hck of icccss to infornation soes unadd.essed. Xlost seographical and ccolosical fertures cuhniDate in a
lbrnridrbl. dccidnrg factor for prcgress $'he! leople do not have the knowledge to undcrstand the complexil.l ofthese

lorces and horv thq afitct huDan cDdcavour. lve luve seen that eleD with reasonably good geogEphic institutions

or fts€arch uuen.ies ii phcc. phlsical f.ahrcs hd€ crippled a countrv's prog.ess like !n Lhe instance of Panama and

Clilean asricullure, $he.e climate ..h.nsc ak.rcd soil acriditt levels caus g increased occurre.ces oflailed crors. Dc

spite liaviDg access to lertiliseb and lechnic.l lnro$'|o$'to han.ll. this, fanners did not receive ti ely inlo.malion about

how thcir cnlironmeDt had chrDged. Proble s lllte this are thankfLtlly circnm\cntcd $'htn govemnents pay atlention

kr g.ografhical chxllcnses. Imred with empo$.e.irij iriomration, mu.icit.litics
,rnd evcn indi\idual communitics, such rs tlie ones in xl sahador. can not on\'
proLect lheir crot )i.ld but iDcrcasc it, despite beiDg subject to snnilar geograph i

cal consLrainls. Physi.al f.rtucs of a conDtrt rffcct its progress less rvlien there is

strong investment in education and effc.tirc infoDnltioD dissemiratioD beti{een

thc rnthorities aDd the senet?l p!blic.

Fin.lll, onc ofthc norc fascirdtirg thiDgs about debilitating pht'sicrl featrms is
how Foflc .an ultnnatcly conic to bclieve that ther (liclite d€sliry. ln the r98os,

the UniLed Nitions frss.d a EsolutnD c. hlg for special nieaslres to help land

lodied r,r dislanL isl.nd .conoDrics, r'hic]r sn1T.r ftom serere tmnsport disadrao

tages. lt seem€d tllat both import ,nd c\fof markcts wcrc prcsumab\' crippled

by lNck ofrccess to cheaper and rrore ellcjenl s(:a roLrtcs. Anothcr major tlrl)len
w.s t|at b Dgirg iDtuastruchre, such as electdciL) and .oads. to isol.rcd arcas

WHETHER BOON OR BANE

PHYSICAL FEATURES BECOT/E

AN INCREASINGLY DETERN4I-

NANTFACTOR FOR PROGRESS

WHEN THE IGNORANCE OF

PEOPLE OR LACK OF ACCESS

TO INFORN4ATION GOES UN-

ADDRESSED.

i{rs v.l] cxpcnsiv., lcxding to a general beliefthaL these cou.Lries M€re hoF].ss. Yct, tlrcrc i{crc a fci{ cxceptions that

did .ol sLrbs.ribc to s ch gcogufhical predestimtioD. lD Alrica, lhe bi!,gesl succcss.s arc land lockcd BotsivaDa aDd

the dislanl islind of }Iatrdtills. Landlocked Switze.laDd lnd ,\ustda arc a.rongsl lhe dchest in Euofc. Landlockcd

Bansalore a d Hlderabrd h.!. bccoDrc thc sofh\'{r. capitals oflndir. ln each case, Lh€ poliLjcal leaders|ip Iarnesscd

thetransportand conn!!ricatio.s relohrtion,.oD nittcdto bnilding strategic infrastNchre and ea redi vestorconli
dcncc. Th.se were rll determnred nritiatnes to rejec he beliefi|at thysicrl fcaturcs $1uld deline their progress.

\\'}ile g.ograph) mattos, it does not conipel futrtre success .rr disasLer. any n)ore th.n a child's gcDctic .Ddo$ment de-

ternines lhe.oursc ofhis litu c d.vclopncnt. Geogruphird conditions ceiainl! do not ia!€ lo h.nsl.t. into prcdictablc

socio econonric orlcomes. oncc fhysical fcltlu.s. i{hether benelicial or Dot, .t.e clearlr idenlilled and fut into contcxt,

they can be hrgel) ha'nessed or t|cn dciincnts ov.rcom. b,v ado]rtirs soocl policies aDd entpl.,)nrg sound lechnolo
gics. The man! countries lhal hare lk,urished b) being Drastcrs ofihcil physicll cDiironneDts coDlinn the lact dlit the

n u.Dccs ofgcosMph) act ir loDcert $ilh olher llcLo'rs. sLrcb as political nrdtutions, cducati.D and technological de-

r'el.fnrcnt. Thc bcttcr a societl urdehtards its geognlhical consLrui.ls, Lhe bettd it \ill bc ablc io d.1isc straiegies to

ofer.om. th.m, cDsuring its coDtinned prosress fbr a long tnue to cone. IIll
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.NQWADAYS, 
THE PLEASURES OF READING

CAN NEVER COMPETE WITH THE

PLEASURES OF VISUAL ENTERTAI N MENT.'
TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU AGREE?
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The
pnnted word, the so-to source 1br knowledse, sustenance and enjolment, has

existed mostly bound nl paper form relatively unchansed for centuries. It has

endured throush dire warninss of its irrelelance aDd lived through the inven

tions of new tecbnology that threaten io overtake its ability to gile pleasure. Yet

at this particular epoch oftnnc, sr live in an age like no o$er. We ]ive in an

]MAGECREDITS

ifformation age that is also at the same time an age of enteftaiDment where the confluencc ofa multihde

of elecironic aDd visual mediums forms a perfect storm ofpleasure, distraction and engagenent- while

millions ofbook have been published since ihe invention ofthe Gutenbers press, the explosion of disital

tetevjsion to handheld devices to the vast $tb that is the intenet has caused each ne\e and succeeding

generation to drift flrrther and further from readins for simple delight in this modern and fast-paced soci

ety. Like it or not, ihis is a time when books are wagnrg the battle ofSis}?hus againstthe unrelenting force

ofvistral hea$tueights like Myspace, YouTube, Flickr and "American Idol". Old rites ofpassase of?o,(ill
A Mockinsbird ot Jane Eyre as childhood discovery are facins their demise as more people spurD them

for season 2 of"Gossip Girl' or yet another Disney star's music video. The trotion that conventional acis

ofreadins can or will convert a geDeraiion ihat comprehends the world mostly through electronic nedia

tools ro a devourins and eqtralLy conpeting passion for readingseens sadly far-fetched

one ofthe main reasons why reading is increasingly and rapidly losing ground io thc visual is because

technolosical advances have chansed how we live our lives and accordinsly hardwired us io denand otrr

enteftaiunent differently. The acccssibilitv and atrordability of new technology is such that peoplc spend

most of thcir work and social liles on media platforms and the mosi poPular actilities there involve

less prolonged eDgagenent over linearien. Wlut encompasses entertainmeni now privileges the visual

more than p ni in a bid to engage lrlore viewers successtully and its organisaiioD aDd navigation is the

antithesis of how we get through a book. Also, technolos, has geared societry toward's leading a fast-paced

lifestylej everything mustbe quick andp.ompt, $ithin r€ach ofotrr lingertjps. Hence. such built-intime

constraints push us more in the direction of visual nediums. Visual ertertainment often comes in bite-

sized chuDks that are easily and conveniently digested. This is a godsend for otrr fast food generation that

buys tine by consuming in the least amount of time or on the go. In the tenth of the tine taken to read

a few hundred pases of a book, a person could have coDsumed a new ieievision episode ofthe hottest
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drama, lratched the iatcst viral campaigD of a favoudre brand ard squeezed in a youTtrbc animated
slnopsis ofsaid book. Ne\r generations ofnobile phones and handhcld devices also enable us to access

a srreaming media of news, sports and film clips anlyhere Ne so- Such immediate aDd cffortlessly ac,
cessible doses ofvisual gratilicatioD bcst panders to roday's nasses of rhe busy and thc in.ed, and to the
attentioD that is easily lost or distracied. Conventioral forms ofreading a.e a lot more taxing and thus,
escape and rela\ation throush visual mediums are more instinctiaely soushi after as alt we have io do is
sit bacl< and let the visual bring us there.

BibUophiles maintain that the primacy and span ofthe penonal imaginarion that comes lvith reading
still offers the nost satisfactory ensasement that the fisual caD nelerfulfii. This arsurneDtis beconins
a misnoner as visual mediums have caught up with and are cven surpassins the abili\ of the imasina-
tion to evoke the senses and e\"lore other worlds. Producers ofsrch enterlainnenr have becon,r er
perts at neldingvisurls, nusicand the spoken word together in a total scnsorial expedencethar en\€
lopes the perceptual, emotional and cogDitive facutties all at once. This has enabledthemto successlL ty
€nsage and hold the attentions ofaD incredibly diverse nass atrdicnce, ranging from jadcd ieenaEers,
bored hotrsewives and curious intellectuals. Not only is there a bisser pool of content being produced,
th€ quality ofprogramming has also sone up, with mo.e noney and effort pour€d into improvins !,o,
ductionvalues, acting, writing, ediiing and directing. Thc result js that visual eDtcrtainmenthasbecun,e
nore sophisticated and morc creative, more intrisuins and more intellectual, no longer condemned to
be the dumb j ock to the brainy sibling of the book. Slick and sett prcsramming that appeal io our pri
nal needs ofactioD, hunour and happy endinss can have surpisins deprh. And more potently, visual
entertainnient can also meld th€ infonnative, the intellechal aDd the social together iD a near package.
The capacityofihe visual in flesh g out and grounding the imagination denionsirates its power and its
allure iD ways t}at puts reading dom for the count.

Also, thc delight and enjo)nent evoked bt, readins is usuatly enjoyed in solitude and such pdvate inh ospecrive reflection is increas
inglybeing passed over for a more interactive and social compoDefi as people look for niore than the one way path frcrn autho. to
reader. Visual entertainment today is strpported by a rapidly growins array o{ web sen'ices and tools that are all sccking to exploit
n€w media s poreer to brins people together. This conbinatioD of ihc image with intercoDnectiviLv is further soiidiryins visual enter-
tairments crcdeDtials in startins conversaiions and offedns companionship across seosraphical distances and social divides. This
back and forth exchange otrers d imnediacy of connection that is more satis{yiDg as people interact on different levels elery time
content is generated, characters walk around a virtual rcaiity, photos are sharcd, videos uploaded, pictures tagge.l and databases
searched. Even theatre ard concert experiences are more interactive, offeing more opportunities fo. feedback and participaiion that

Il do€s not help that reading is increasirsly associaled with ftrnctionality, and less with the romantic ideal ofa lifelons habit oflove.
When asked by international readins nNpecrors why the), read, children teilingly said thai ir was ro heip then do well in rests orto
ger a soodjob. Though book may be used to entertaitr aDd please, they are not pimarily geared for tur alone. Reading is nost com
nonly associated with acadenia and research especially during one's schoolins years. rnerefo.e whcn edLrcarors haraDsrc people
about the pleasures of rcading, they seen elitist and out of touch. worse, people tend to be dirccted to a canon of grcar books with
such high barrie6 ofentrythat elen more are turned off reading..\nd evcn when certain books become a sensarioD - likc the HarN
?otler series or books reconmended by oprah winfrey s book club - nore often thaD not, people merely wait for the accompany-
ingmovie or D\rD instead. Books naybetryingto nght backbycrcaiing tie ins x.ith mor-ics and toys, but iroDically, it also nat<es it
easier to nevcr have to readinthefirst place. Reading simply cannot compete for permanenr and lasrins attcntion anymore when it
comes to the pleasore strl<es.

In ihe end, no one is den]'ins the value of books or ihe pleasure that peopl€ can derive fron readins. The printed xord will not dis
appear but its ability in iransmitting pleasurc and delight will be overlaken by vistral mediunN. Reading will have a declining and
more sPecialised audieDce as new media transforms {]1[ lives aDd societr. Thjs chanse wilt be transformative as visual enterl.ainment
and its techDological evolutions co inue io take on the end tunctions of reading and dnninish rhe sole staDding of the written word.
The lroliferation o{ ljdeo sames, \-irtual realib' sites, social networking sites, and the many, many apps ihai accompany ou iDternet
browsers, our televisiotis, our Blackberry{ and ou iPhones have come to domiDaie the whole samut ofenorional and intcllectual
r€wards that we tradjtionally associate with readinsand more, and wil continue !o change currentand tuture generatioDs' nodes of
epectatioDs aDd apprchensions ofthe world. aatt
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The
rnost connon anss€r to thc questioD "$4rat 3 thiDgs would you bringwithpu
ifyou werc stranded on a dcsefted island?" is a book, rehether a .eligious tone

or a c.lassic. sussesting that one of tire most treasured (and portrble) pastnnes of
civilised society is rcading. ln hcr, cu ins up with i Sood book has long been lhe

image ofleisure and the means oi acquning knowledge. Yet todayk niultimedia

satunted ivorld raiscs the question ofwhcthcr wo.ds can comletc with images,

pafticularly moving imagcs. Educatjonists remark oD how little the youDge. gene.ation reads Dowadavs

given thc beguiling delights ofcomputer games, telcvisioD programnes and oDline activities. Yei to.on-

clude that thc pleasures ol reading caDnot conpete widr those ofvisual entedainment is too prcn'nr'
Me.iiatie ops, innovations inpulting reading niaterial onlinc. ard the useoltechnologl to nake reading

nore enioyable alloiv readinJ. to holdits oM asainst visual media Beyond these adaptations to the chal

lcngesofvisual media andthe lnternet, rcadingis apleasure that continues to be relevantand unnvaled

in the stimulation andlcarnirg it affords.

The onslaught ofteLevision and the cinena has markcd a chaDge in story telling with everything fl'slr'd
out before one's eyes as compared io the use of i{ords to crcaie pictures ilr read$s' ninds While peollc

today are very taken b-v visuai stinulation aDd the enjoy eni of watcliiDg a game or movie in sharp de

iail, the pleasures ofrcading continue to offcr sometliing valuablc: control rDd rcom for thc imagination

to opcn to. Readers enjoy the abilitl to envision in their heads t|e sceDes ard characlers mther th.n t{)

ha\€ someone else! interprctation forced Lrpon thcm. Ir addition.lhe ichDess ofwhat can bc inagined

ofien beais any 3'D or High DcfiDition celluloid rcrsion E\eD rvjth the movic-making wizardrv ^ff'"'l
by special elTects aD.t animation techDolos/ today, movics like those of the Harry Potter series and ihc

In.d ofthe Rinss are limited in then abilit"v to briDg to life thc books Readers olieD cxperience a sense

ofdisappointment bccause tlings were noi as they imagined or farts of the books lhev irad cnjoved we.e
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left out ordownplayed. In fact, fan fiction sitcs tbat offer pieces ofcreative w.iting based oD moues,
comics, andtelevisioD shows have bccome ver',v popLrlar. showing hoi! satisi,ins the MitteD word can

be. Ihe boundless nature of our irnaginations and the depth aDd evocative power of language nake for
pleasures that f isual cntertainment'fith all its rechnological jmprovements has yet to match.

TV frcsrammes, video ganes and movies are also iDcreasins in nnrnber and variety, with cable TV
and thelnternet providing 2417 access to visual cniertainnent. The result has been aDincrease in thc
time spent on visual eDtertannnent instcad ofreading for leisure. A recent shrl)' in the U.S- estimatcs

that aD ave.age ,\meican sfcnds 58 hours a week watching fV, conipared to just 1(l houN h r99o.
Yet, for all its volume aDd ladety, visual entertainment cannot p.o\ide the pleasures andbenefits oI
iearnirg and mcntal stnnulation. Civen that much ofvi al entertainmcnt is often sensatioralistic,
simplificd ortbrmllaic to caler to a larger ardjence, the enjo)mcnt doived usually does not engage

the intellect or provide much peNonal beDcfit. Popular reality TV and gane shows like "TheAnazing
Race , SrNivor", "ArnerjcaD Idol", and Ame ca s Next'lbp Model" n1ay provide some insisht nrto
hrman nature or snippets ofusctul infornatioD aboLrt toreign countries or the skills needcd for a par
ticulariDdustry, but thc ibcus on hunan melodrama and extreme situations cheapcnsthc enjoynent.
ln cortrast, readins holds sreater pleasure for the wealth of human expcncncc and sisdon found in
books aDd periodicals. lhe availability of readins maierial fiom various culnrres and periods in his-
torytlumfs the Anericanised ard mahstrean lisual cntcriainrneDt options, ard until there is bet-
ter represertation ofvoices fion around thc Norld and more nuanced content, readiDs will prlvidc
greater pleasure iDtellectualli .

The advent of technology in modern society mar seem to have the mostimpacton bettcinsihequal
iV of visual cDicrtainnrent, but it has also helped to up the pleasure quotieDi for reading through

iDcreased accessibiljt-v and intercoDDcctiviry tbr the lrritie word. lhere are e-books that caD bc borrowed from tibraries online or
pu.chased aDd doMioadcd onto potable rcade$, classjc works of lite.aturc posted as c tcns, online nelt'spapers and magazines,

aDd cvcn $'ell Mitten blog posts on a wide array of topics formins paft ofpcople's reading diet, alLoi{ing for enriclnnent and intel-
lectual ensasemant. Portable readers like the Kirdle are moderDisingthc book, reducins the resources iNohed nr pirltnrs so rcad
ers can feel less guiltr about the eDvironme al cost, aDd incrcasins t|e portabilio and ease of storage so reade$ can havc as rnany

boolts as they wish and read them $'hetr and where thcy $'ant. The Internet has also enabled peopie to sharc their joy in readins by
creatingvidual booksliehes or lists that allow oihers to see what they ar€ readins, ratiDs and rc\'iewins books, and also allowing for a

lively erchanse of\iews and opinions dn oush online lbrLrms 1br discussion. Thus, it should be arsned thahather thar declining, the
pleasures ofrcading are continuing to expand th.ough technology despite the comfctition fi.om visual entertainment.

'Ihe lleasures ofreading and lisual entertrinment deive fiom thc naturc oft|e mediums and whiLe both involve the eye, $'ords aDd

picNrcs bave a difterent relatiorship xith tlie miDd. Still, for all the quiet and intellectual pleasures of reactins, there are some timcs
\itren lisual entertainment is more engaging for thc imfact and lhe dynamic, immersive experieDce it can create. Onc can hardly
inagine that reading a play-by-play description of a tennis natch or a soccer game xouid compare to the pleasurc ofNatching it. At
times, watchins a process can also be morc ben e licial and pleasu.able thm readins about it, like throush cookins shows and exped
how-to lidcos on Youtube. These categories teDd to be specific ly catered to thc infoDnaiional though and do not outweigh the maDy

wals andtimeswhen words speakvohmes aDdprovide morc sushnrcd engasenent.

The head start that writing has had liisto.ically is clidenced iD the dc.h lilerary tradition and levels ofcmft ard excellencc atiained
in wo.dplay which visual entertaiuneDi has not rivallcd. However, there renains a possibilivthat visual enterlainmcnt rrill one day
surpass Miting as more talents chooset|e rideo can)era ove. the pen and nore money is spent on film ratherdran p.int. Likewise,
if youser senerations srow up disliking reading.,r d.rins very little of it, the plcasurcs ofreadins hill c]ea.ly fade because exposure
and rcadils skills do factor jn the level ofpleastrre sained from wolds. Thus in mant'senses, the competition between readins and
iisual eDtertainnen t tlillcontinue and will eventrallybe dccidedby societv's choices, allhoL,Sh for now at least, even wheD one is Dot

on a deserled island, the pleasures of .eadins continue to hold ibcir om. lftt
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TO WHAT EXTENT DOES
THE MIGRATION OF PEOPLE
HAVE A POSITIVE EFFECT?

I F,t-i.4ti
I'?rnIR{r{i

ffi
!1
i

MDACTftR[
ryAFisr*5r

,!ltt LOVE
fiTHTff

ry';il

BROADERPERSPECT VES theessay ssue



BYELIZABETHKON

IMAGECREDITS

tnkiNE.) hat:n\ds oJ p' '
dq, edhdrir'rrn rrk/r

It is an imporrant sign ofthe times rhar mosr politiciaDs today cannot get elecicd \irhout
makiDg their staDd oD imrnigration clerr. r\ dsing intux ol econonic mjgrants, asytuni
scckers. relusees, eco-misrants a.e sharpeniDs old xenophobic feaN and causing wide-
spread anti nigmnt scntinent. The beliefthat migranrs are a detrjncDt ro sociery and a
threat to evel1thing t|ev h.,ld dear is lcadnrg voters in recent timcs to reward politicians

whoprornise lo raisebarriersio immig..tDts andpunish poliiicians whoembracc tbreign labour. Wliitcit
is disturbirg that sonc political parties re getting a\ray wirh more mcist innuendo as part oftlrcif ciec
tior p.oprganda, it is nore troublirg that crnotiorally cheap rhctoric and wooLly thtuking havc affecred
ele moderate and libe.al parties. DoubtcN wlth reactioDary attitudes lowa.ds globalisatjoD reluse to
believe that rccipient ind donor Dations can still benefit fron migrariod today, thiDking r|at rhe answer
to tod.ry's coDflicted lto.ld is to rctrcat beh ird ftised lational borde.s. However, this is shofi sjglred and
turnjDg a blind eye to realill.It is a shame that peoplc will.or se€ how centuries ofmigranr nrovemeDts
are rcsponsible for the rvorld s frosperitt and ackDonledge that the vene and diversiry olmiqrants havc
made oLr rlorld ctrlt rallv and sociill)' richer.

History has long rcraled lhat nigmtion prornoLes i{ealtii ardslrcccss, bringnrg outsize.l ccononrrcgJtrc
fb. the recipicDt counln. rhis frct resonares eve nore ir today\ ccono ry. Uigmnts hclp cxpand iist-
chansins and srorring economies $'hic| increasjDsly dema.d a bigger labour pool and hishl) skilted
wolkcN. Developed Dations havc agenril and shrn*iDg $rrtforces that relv morc and nrore o lou!tser
nigraDts lo alleviate labour shorlages and fullil rlccds for cedain skill sets. Counbies rhat wetconr m
migunts like helaDd and America have bcttcr economic records than rhose thar are teerv of thcm, tike
Cernrary ilhich has perennial shortrses ofcngineers, scientists and prognm reN.In addition, migrants
are coDmmers too: they buy houses and goods and senices and coniribure ro ta{ revenrc, boosting rhe
nadoml econorny. Capping this o{f, thc rrofy that misraDts $'ill rake alva)' jobs frcm locals and put a

strain on public services js unrrarraDted. The truth is that imrnignnrs rend to complcment rarhe. than
compctc lritl dornestic $,orkers, enlarging tiie taleDt pool aDd enabling niore to bc done. Elen lo\r skilted
innnisrants filljob saps nt arcas like ia.mins, saDitation, child aDd elderb carc,jobs rhar t€e,locats covct.
SocialweLfa.e e\pcnscs also balanceoutiD thclonit tern\rhen second senerar ion nisnnts arc.ducared
and cont.ibute to thc ccono rl.

Migrants also add a crucial elenent ofinnovation atrd dtlamisrn ro rccipient Dations. Seetnril i better
life, migraDts have sldlls, detemination and entrep.eneurial drive rhat mark then out as special people.
Onc thifd of ail,{n1eicans r{ho have w.,n the Nobel Pdze in the last centurf $crc imnigranrs. One third
ofSilicon valley conpaDics $€re started by lDdian and Chjnese nnmisrants. Skilled aDd.isk-taklrs m,
grants can drivejob creation in new atrd crcatile iDdustries and revitalise stagnnrjng cjrjes. Thc grcar and
lital cities ofthe i{o.ld a.e what they arc today precisely because thcy |ave such a dpxmic $,orklbrce
through migmtion.
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The €xtent Lo which homc nationsb.Dcfii from migratioD rlso caDnot be unde'slaled. Economisis calcu-

late that the benelit !o developing natioDs cxcccds tliat offoreign a rnd debt reliel logether. rea.iiDg

$260 bilLion in 20t)6, a d making ut as much as a quarter ofGDP of ceftain countries. Sent dlrectlt_to

families, remittances are l€ss liltely to be sLolen bi, omcials and go direcily to food, housing, educatir,n a.d
|calth. Arothcr 2oo7 wo.kl Eank stud)' Iound thaL w|en iltemational rcmittances rose bl lozd, absolute

lovett iall by3.5%. Rcmittances are also less lolatjLe c,rcontrolled bypolitical coDsidcratioDs like foreisn

x and can go on for gcnc.aiions tastthe first rnigntioD. Xlore importantly, renittances can opcn access

to banking seNices which nrchrdc insurancc aDd lodis. IDdia has speciaL funds so tha( PIO (])eoflc of
Indian o.igjD) ca nn est in the country and hclp iis dcvelopmeDt.

Misration also brings up corcerns ol brain draln for donor DatioDs r!hcrc badli needed sltilled workers

and graduates leave all too p.onptly fo. other nntions. However. this is not a problem that has no solLr

tion. l']]e need to attract back its citizens gires poo. count.jes incentives ro bDild infrastrrctue, ne$'

schools ind seNices. Ghana lurcd thcir doctoN ard nu$es back by raising wages and ol'lernrs inccDtivcs

like aLlowing the r to $o.l< abroad for short stints. AD impo.tanttrend iD recent yea.s can also offset t|c
issue of b.ain drajn. Oyerseas innnigraDts. sccond and thild geDeraiion imniigrants in p ticular. have

beg n tictling back into the;r home nations, nr se ch for a coDDcctidr {ith their hone cuiture, because

thcy arc intrigued by the booming economies and opportLtnitics t|ai thc homc courtry is offering o. to

spend their final ycars fi their homeland, bdDging with theIn relnenent moDcy to steDd. RetLrDitlg

€nigr6s used lo li\ins in dcmocracics or cher ecoromies rlso bring back $ilh l|enr idcas, tcchDolost

and capital1o trarslbmr their nation and bccomc a poteDt force for libemlisation. fan{an, Shang|ai aDd

IDdia s equivalents ofthe Silicon Valley $'ere built fron s ch retrmirg nigraDts

But this cssay gmnts tliat the grcwing est.angenent and anbielence of Eccnt

migrants to then bosinations are agrcsingconcern. Asthe bonbings nr Europe

aDd the bu.nnrg oi Paris's banlieucs shoa, social iDtesmtion of De$' r.rivals js

crtrcial. The advenl ol lerrc st attacts in rccipicnt natiors aDd nicreasing inci
dences of sociai st.ife hive rnised concerns that migrants arc trouble becatrse

thel do Dot adoptthe basic values olthe host country. AlTccting this are nigration
pattcmsthaibriDg more aDd more distant cultLlres into conlact with one anothcr,

and techDologlr aDd comnunicatioD tools slo\ing the rate al whic| assnnilation

GOOD FENCES N4AKE GOOD

NEIGHBOURS... BEFORE I

BLJILD A WALL I'D ASK TO

KNOW WHAT IWAS WALLING

IN OR WALLING OUT.
ROBERTFROST

of the host coLrnrfs languagc and valucs occu.s. Trckling this conrpler problern is faughi witb dif'
ficlltl. Ctrltural gai s and greater diversitt mal' unfoftuDatell liean a short le.m decline in tnNt and

shared values aDd this may be a p ce that locals arc n!'illins to pav as it nay talte a lew decades for rcal

iDtcgmtioD to hrppen.

This is $'hy non paftisan innnigration refo.m is needed morc than e!er, to mitigatc these ill effects rnd
continue to accentuatc migration's positive effects. The lesson from countdes t|at succcsstull] integrate

their mig.aDts is that skilled peofl. settl. in vcrt quickly aDd the loe,er skilLe(lare able to catch !f. Tbc

problem is that governme ts are laililgto manage thcse increasnrg Dumbers c,fmiil.anls proferly. Wc

haleto accepttliat migratic,n h today s illobeliscdno dischaDg go r lDde.standjng ol citizenship an d

nationhood. Politicjans pander to fears olsliangerc and changc rather than exphir the clear benellls of
nnmigration to them and the courtry. r'he basics olensuring deccnt cducatioD, atrordable housing,lan
guage train ing and enforciDs aDtj-discimiMtjon lxws to e sure equal access to jobs arc all withnr the easy

purvierv ofgovernments and a good $'ay to iDculcate tlie common lalires olcirizenship and bclonsind.

At the end ofthe day, the clea.est jlco.lfo\€Itiblc positivc cffect is felt by the nigrant hinrsell The moral

imperativc for openirg bo ers is incontestable: ilgreatlvlcsscns lrumaD miserr fo.people lleeinil Polili
cal.eprcssion and rcligious peNecution, and seeking to en ch thcnNclvcs aDd thei children. tris hypo

critical to enjoy thc b.Dcfits mismtion has offe.ed to businesses and count cs so far aDd close the doors

once tlings do not go as r{ell. So bcfore wc exlibit anykneeierk p.ejudjcialrerction asainst immisraDts.

$€ should renember Roberl Frost-s musins iD his poem "Good fences nnke good ncighbours...bcforc I
build a wall I'd askto know ivhaL I was walling in olnalling oui". Fences treat miiTanls like an invadnrg

arny aDd deny people access to their riithl lo seek r b.tt.r iife and enjoy freedoms the rcst ofus takc fo.

smnied. aatt
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People
have al$'ays nroved across Dational aDd geographical bor
de$ to imprcve their stardard of living, to provide their
childrcn better opportunitics to iletahead, or to escape from
povcrn, war or famnlc. Yet for nations aDd thc 192 mjlljoD
pcoflelodat $'ho livc outside thei.place ofbnr|, the search
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for greener pasturcs does not itlilays )dcld unequnocal good. While Lhere is incrcasjng recognition rhat
inigration is an csscntial and irelitablc aspecl olthe ecoDomic and sociat life of aDy stare,less attention
has been paid to the lict that the rnigration ofpeople is fiaughr iirh rensioDs aDd difficutries.

Proponents of nigratioD tucquently dwelt upon thc ecoromic and entrArenelrial benefits to the hosr
nations. lor counties faced with d$'indling bilth rares o. a rapid]y ageinit populariorl, forcign worl(eN
inject much needed dlnanrism into naturc cconornies by expaDdins shrinking labour pools. Typicalty,
fo.eigrers occupypositions shunned bv the natne populrtion, in induslries such as healthcare, sanitatioD
and seNice. At the other end ofthejob specfuun, better qualified tbrcigneN are assiduously courted to
addvalueto scciors olthe ecoDomydriven bt expedise and nrnovarion tike tinaDcc, research and develof
ment and IT.'lhese migmnts often i fuse a vitality thar increases tlie allurc ofglobal cities like Inndon,
Ncw York and Pa.is, makins them vibrant and cxciting places to work,ljve and ptar iD. Resardless of rhe
t|e of jnmigmnt labour utilised, the advanrages accnred enablc the |ost natioDs to cxfand rhei. t:u
and consumer bascs, which are the keys to rnairraining liealthy fiscal bala ces an.t incmased economie
g.oxth-

wherchonre nalions are conccrned, migration prcfidcs a financjal lifeline to slussish devetopinsruooo
mies. In addition, it is a socially expedie sohifion to .elieve cippling foverrl and potitical pressures
oeated by the large cohorts ol unemployed and restless t outh iD thc developing world, estimated to soar
from 5.6 billion to 7.9 billion by 2o5o. world wide r€mittances fronr foreign ilorkeN accounted for a

staggeriDs $375 billion in 2oo8, ofwhich rN 283 billil:,n went to dcvelopirg nations, enabhrsfamilies bnck
home to idc oDt weak domestic ccononries, weather unceftain agricLrltural seasoDs, build hones, start
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NATIONAL IDENTITIES ALSO BECOME INCREASINGLY MORE "DILUTED" AND AMBIGUOUS AS

COMPAREDTO HOWTHEY WERETRADITIONALLY, MUCHTOTHE DISCONCERTMENTOF LOCALS

WHO PLACE A HIGH VALUE ON THE COUNTRY'S ETHNIC AND CULTURAL UNIQUENESS,

businesscs or invcst in edlcatjon. For such nations, reveDtre fr.rn peopLe who ltave left ro wo < oveEeas can providc nnfoftant bal-

ance ofpalments hclp and diredinvestnents. For irstaDce, Filipino work€rs abroad conlributed a signincant r3% to thc PhilitpiDcC

cDP in 2oo7. Beyond ihe ob\ious inllo\s to its national income, countries ljke the Philippines have historicaily rclied on the export

of Labour to ease domestic unemplolment, low job crcatioD ratcs aDd wages. Thtrs nigratior has a sigDilica l positive eliect on the

econonies of cotrDtries of origin.

Yet, thc rcwards ofniS.atioD often belie the long ienn social probLems it creates. Firstly, ihe nrflux ofirnmigmnt labonr can straiD

social $€lfarc, hcalth and educaiion senices in the host courlt.ies. ln the U.S. for instance, imm igraDl |ouseholds havc morc childrcn

and hence consurne morc cducatioDal scrwices. Secondly, such liousehokls teDd to be poorer than native housebolds and thercforc

receiv€ more slale and locallyfunded subsidics.In actual fact, the average immigrart does not pay enough in tues 1l) coverhis con

strnption ofpublic serlices during his lif€time. In lecessioDary times, the initial eDthusirsn for nismnt workers qrickb subsntes

andthese migrant populations pose a greater strain on social services and give |ise to higho crine ard social unrest $'hen mjgrant

norkcrs are retrenched ni ode. to protect native interests andiobs.

h addition, the idcological dissinilaities ofthese fo.ejgners cliallenge the political tolerance oinations that Iave had littlc cxfcri
ence ol ethnic or relisious divcrsiv. Takc for instance French lesislation proliibiting the display ofconspicuous relisious stmbols

in schools. lhe lirrore that led up to its enforcement in 2oo4 highlighted the deep tensions within a s.rcietl with a growing I]ligmnL

populatioD that is intenl on protecting ils traditional identiry. RescDimcnt aiscs over what locals perceive as specjal demands for
change and accommodation by inmigrarts such as thc,se concerning lood preterences and rcligious practices. Natioml idertities also

becomc nrcreasingly more 'diluted" and anbiguous as compar€d to how they were lraditionall],. much to thc disconccftment of locals

who tlace a high valuc on the count['s ethnic ard cu]tural uDiqueDess.

lhe lault does .ot only lie with locals, oftcn dissatisfactioD aDd unrest caD grore in nig.ant populations when thq feel that t|ey
have not b€en lreated lairly or |ehed alons enoush to compcnsatc for the disadvantases the.v Dight face. lnte.nitionaL evenls like

clashes between ihe western powers and Mjddle Easiem, African or AsiaD connties ha\€ made race ard ethnic .litrereDces nore
conspicuous, creatirg more volatile conditions that manilesl jn jncidents ofriots, expulsions, bclligcrent politjcal rhetoic, prctests

and crackdoims. Local factors also coDtribute to the probLem, with racial enclaves, languase ba ms, and diffcrcDccs D relisjor aDd

socialstatus crcating tcnsioDs. Soneblxme the unwillingDess ofimmigrants to integrate into lhelocal culture, and thc rcalityis that

advanced hansNrt and cornmurication technologies ofteD serye to facilitate iccess lo their counldes and cultures of odgj., thus

discouraging li,ll integration.

For immismnts, padicularly the lorv skilled i{orkers, t}ere are itreat oft hidden rncntal and emotional costs of nis.ation. Inpressir€
remittancc amouDts often coDceal the mental and physical slress ofbeing alone sit|outfarnily, thc impact oD thc familiesleftbeliind,
the vaious tj".s of discriminatioD in the ilorkplace in the host country, the dsk ofsexual harassmcnt and abuscs cxperienced by
wonen $orkers and finally, thc poorlivins and workins conditions that less qualified immiitranl workers endurc iD ekins out a livins.

What about the effecls on migrant honre nations? Along icrm problen is bMin drrin. Dthiopia, fo. instance produces excellent doc

tors,butthere a.e mo.e Ethiopian doctols h Chicagothan there arcin Ethiopia- Indialoses S2 billioD ayearbecause ofthe eniigra-

iion ofcomputerexpertsto the U.S. Since the fall ofthe Soviet Union iD r991, an astoundnrg 5oo,ooo Russian scieDtists and computer
prcsrarnmcrs havc left the couDtry in searcli of more c.xducive environments that ad\"nce and rci{ard thcir markctablc skills. ID a

world dependent on thc gcDeration of nere knowledge aDd its application to continuallyadvance, the exodus ofhumrn capiial criptles

the developnrent ofsolutions that $'ould amcliorate ihe social, political and economic problem. in lhese count es.

in the fiml aralysis, the migration oipeople does not always ensurc positive outcones. Given the competition ove. scarce reso!.ces.

dccf'scated feaN and fisecrrities tend to madifes( in the suspicion ofall thnrgs for.ign. Migration's stop-gap nature aiso discour-

ages naiions from agenuire, perhaps nore radical search forsolutjons that i'ould deal $ith ihc inhcrcni causes aDd conditioDs that
pronDtmigration inthefirstplace. UDtil such tundanental issues areresoh,ed, migration will continucto trcscnt s.rious challcnges

lb. both sendirq and rcccivine nations. llll
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.CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
HAS NOARTISTICVALUE.'
IS THIS A FAIR COMMENT?
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You
can arguethat it is clcatunfairto label all contenporary
music as haling no al1istic meritbecause the vahe of art

is so subjeclive. Micba€l Jackson has beeD heaped $'ith
p"lll-,rm"u" 

".rolide 
afr"r a.coladF: v.iorrn a , J,

ter of his art", "crtting edge", a real altiste'. Yet, sonre

dismiss bim as a pretentiouspop star who lucked out reith afe$ slick dance noves.

ls it fair lo put Wacko Jacko in the samc catcgory as Wolfgang Mozart or even the

Beatles? The dictionarydelines at't as any work that is produced with a conscious use

ofskill and creative imagination. Bt, this definition, even puerile llrics like 'Do!1cha
wish your sirlfriend was hot like ne?" qualines as art because surely even the mosi

nitrictT of critics can crcdit The Pussycat Dolls with sone microscopic level of skill.
Most people dennc ari the same leay they define po.nography: "I ltnow it when I se€

it'.1.or nost ofus laymen, therc are no objcctivc oruniversally asreed trpon standards

wheD it comes io critiquing tbe cultural goods wc consumebeyond that age-old n e of
"whether I like it or nol'.

Ofcourse, )'ou can also point out the sheer snobbishness ofsneering at contenporary
music as a lower art-fonn because the "commoD masses" like it. Classic nusic and

opera snobs snub the likes of Paul Potts and Il Divo because they sit in that insulting

categort ofpop classical. More people may be stincd by a top 4.) hit like Brjtney's

"Womaniser'then a classic like Bach s Jesu Joy of Man's Dcsirnrs" oran avant-sarde

piano piece by Pliillip Glass. Wildly popular contemporarl jazz saxophonisi Kenny G

has been ihe musician jazz critics love to hate- Jazz fanatics get livid at any innoce|t suggestion that

Mr. C be inc.luded in ihe lEllowcd caDon ofjazz sreats like Lotristumstrong or Duke Ellington. Though

Kenny G is a fine player, he does not inprcvise much and sticks mostly to predictable meiody statenients

- a style that ptrts his music outside the definition ofjazz according to music critics. But ilhy should the

popular lote not be taken into consideration as avote ofartistic value? Surely, the fact ihat contemporary

rnusic has mass appeal shows that it has achieaed some minjmum l€vel ofariisiic mcrit: thc abilitv to cui

through bounda es and connect with the audience's soul.



MOST PEOPLE DEFINEARTTHE SAME
WAYTHEY DEFINE PORNOGRAPHY:
..IKNOW ITWHEN ISEE IT''.

Over the yea.s, we have definitcly witnessed contempora4' nusicians who comfortably straddlc the
tealms ofconnercial success and arlistic originality. Thoush Michael Jackon s post-nillcnniurn musrc
ca.eer was in the doldrunrs, his albums throughout thc'8os and gos broke theArnerican music indL,stry's
ste.eoB?ical perccfiions ofwhat kind ofntrsic a black man could selL in a wlite markct. His i982 nlbun
'Thrillef'aas a oeative tour de forcebecausc it introduced that postmodern sound tulloleclectic au.al
ooss refcrences we have become so nscd to in today's nusic. "Thiller" tused nrultiple genres from so l
to spoken irord to .ock and refcrcnced lislf topics like teen prcsnancy, gang violence, erotic obs.ssroD
and racism.Ilis peerMadonna also bested her cdtics who oncetrasled her as a provocative bnnbo wilh
a bad roice. with albuns like Ray of Light aDd "Likc a Pmyer", the Queen of Pop has made }er mark as

an artist provocaicur, infusing different musical gcnres with fashion, spiritualityandbiringsocio political
commentary. No s onder ti.rl1nrg Stonemasaznre declared her music "as closcto arr as pop musicgets''.

Bli rnnsical standards have been dropping because most of today's pop songs a.e not born frcn thc
creatile iire of adistes but trofii driven music moguls headnrg soulless hit factories. Most charr toppers
are svsteniatically crcated with the nost iDfedious hooks. accessible lyrics aDd paircd up with rhe mosr
acceptably beautitul singers with.just the ight anouni ofscandal to ensure mass

appeal. Music svengalis like 19 Entertainrncnt's Simor fulle. have pedected the
aft of crcating the musical flavour of thc nonth. 1L was luller x.ho helpcd rhe

Spice Girls sell3Ts millioD rccords and who conceived ofthe AmoicaD Idol hir
factory whe.e fan follo$ing is literally prioritised ove. originalityiD rhe creatiye
process". Sure, Adarn I-ambert radiates artistic insight iD his nusical arrange-
ments bui ]dols like Jordin Spa.lG, Carrie Undenvood, Cbris DaughtryandDalid
Archulcia arc reallv more glorified karaoke singers than grou nd breaking artistes-

Uliimately, we shouidjudse all art by how much signi{icance it has addcd to rh€
world and how well its nessasc can endure through time - and most contenpo
r.rq D1trsic isjust too fopula st and trivial to be meaninstul. Anyone recall even

oDe ofvictoia Bcckham s lbur Top Ten singles or willing to bet that BeyoDce's

'sinsle Iadics" will be conside.ed for archivins h ihe U.S. l.ibm.t' of consress as

Arctha Frankhr's Respect" i!as? Arlistic valuc centres around three main arcas:

thc awakening ofnew thotrghts and emotions in an audieDce, the complcxi\ of
the aesthetic form itself and the honesN* of obsenatioDs about the aftist or rhe

A MUSICIAN MAY HAVE PERFORMED A

PIECE WITH GREAT TECHNICAL SKILL.

ENJOYED THE PROCESS IN4MENSELY,

DELIGHTED HIS FANS AND MADE HIS

LOVED ONES FEEL ALL WARM AND

ENTERIAINMENT ONLY FOR THE N4O-

MENT.

ATED WHAT HISTORY WOIJLD .IIJDGF

FUZZY INSIDE AND STILL NOT CRE.

AS ART. ALL HE HAS CREAIED WAS

rvorld. A musician ma). have performed a piece with sreat icchnical skill, enjoyed the process inmcnsely.
.Lelighted lis fans aDd madehis loved ones feei aI waDn and fuzzyinside and still notcrcatcdwhat his
tory would judge as arl. All he has createdwas eniertainment only for the momeni.

Going by the strictest principles of aft cnticisn to judge, it is clear that rnost artisres ;n the contempo-
rary nn,sic scene are pleasant ai best and shamelessly mediocre ai worsi. Creat music cannot be about
nusic that wins the popula t"v stakes (like tsritDey). Butneiihcris itabout aljenating soundscapes undcr
stood only b)' its stand offish creator (like Yoko onol. Somewhere in between those two polcs is ihe sweer
spot whcrc coniemporary music needs to be to achieve greatness but is sadly not: accessible enough to
be lovcd by the lorlest yet profound enough to be honour€d by the besi. Deny it ifyou like bur time witl
r6'cal the difie.ence betweeD Suzannc Vcga and Susan Boyle, MadoDna aDd Shakira. lhe Rc,lling StoDes

ard lheArctic Monkeys. a(tt
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At first glaDce, the contemporary music scene

certairly appears to be sutrering lrom a

deafth of rcal ialent, with the aiNaves lit
tered with forsetiablc pop ditties with ubiq-

uitous mclodies and baDal llrics that hold liltle artisticvaluc. coupled witli the

crlt of celebity that tuels the industry-, rvhere an endless assemblyline ofpop

sensations arechurned out ata rclentless pace to satiale a public that appears

more iDierested in ihe latest flavour of the month than any endurjng talent or
artistrl', the situaiion seems dire indeed. Howcver, while tlis is a discouraging

phcnonetroD, the assertion that all contenporary music has no artistic value

is debaiablc, especjallywlien the industry also teems with talents who demon-

strate artistic intcgrity in tlieir work.

Admittedly, lhe aggressivc rnarketins of connercial bubblegum pop manu

fach.ed nainly ro appeal to pre teens andtceDagers has ledto a certain lack

of credibility nl contenporary mLrsic. Moreover, with ihe hearT+anded use

of technology such as Auto-Tune correction to enhance siDgers'voices, there

seerns to bc little auihenticitv to speakol lurthernore, the $'idcsprcad do$!-
loadins ofrnusic has led the tud st{,, to respond by lbcusing more on froduc-
iDg artistes whose $'orks havc a lisher and qricker "hit rate" rather than help

ins theni buiLd a respectable body of work ihat would reflect deeper thoughl
aDd a stroDs creative stJle. This approach not only lcads to a lack of lonseviv
for ihcse recording artistes, but also tends to compromiscthe artistic value of

Nonetheless, while these developneDts have thrown contemporary nusic's
lack of adistic value into sharper reliel it is perhaps too hasty to conclude that

ail its forms are deaoid of il. Music remains a potent fonn of creative expres-

sion ioday, and musicians are importaot cbroniclers of rnajor societal shifts

and influential ageDts ofchange. They invent concepts and evokc conpclitug

emotions $ith thcir jNtruments and lyrics ivhiie ofering the idea of hope and

possibiljt]. These include contemporarymusicians such as Radiohead. U2 and

Bob DyLan, who have renained liial and relevant while continuing to retain

the artistic integrity of thejr work, succcsstully meldhs shrewd societal con-
mcntaries with incredible nelodies. For example, Insh band U2 has Mitten
numcrous sonss that deal with social and political injustices in thcir $'ycar
oeune - thc Irish Civil War, Bu.mese pro denocracy actiiist Aung San Suu

Kyi and the Middlc Eastcrisisluvebeenbut a few oftheir sobjects. The equal
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MUSIC REMAINSA POTENTFORM OFCREATIVE EXPRESSION TODAY,
AND MUSICIANS ARE IN4PORTANT CHRONICLERS OF MAJOR SOCI-
ETAL SHIFTSAND INFLUENTIALAGENTS OF CHANGE.

lyfrclilic Dllan, r'ho is still releasins albums and 1)srfo.ming his nNsic, and $'iose songs noi only dcnDed a genemiion but rie.e
also altheDB for Amcri.a s Ciril Rights Movcmcnt and the protests agains he vietnan War, Ms ra.ded a Special Citation by the
Pulitzer Pizejury iI 2oo8lbr'lis profound impaci on popular music and tuI]ericar cultrrc, m.rked b),lv.ical coDrposjrions oter
traordiDaN pocti. tober. t he arlistry of words and music uscd to crca l ivel) and po$'crtulb e\press issues reflectilc of gen erations
shoN that conlempor.try mlsic is Dot deloid o{artistic !ahc.

Furlh€.more, musiciaDs such as Joni Nlitchell, To Amos. PJ Ilaney and Bjd* have not only creatcd a s ong female presencc jD a
prcdonrinaDtlv nule industry, but have also distinguished themseh€s through the adistic isks th.viakl: nr rheir music, coDsistenr\'
producins orisnral works tlat document thc fcrnale perspecti'e. Bjdrk in fat1icular is not only kno$'n lbr a wjde repertoirc consisli g
ofan rnalgamatior ol alternative rock, jazz, electrr,nica, classical rnusic and trip hop, sh. is also hmous for her ecccnhic cosrumes
and sroundbreaking music lideos. ToriAnros, mean\rhile, is rcnowned forher nusical proh€ss and thenrtic ly d.nse conpositions,
andthelrighly respected.IoDi Mitc}ell, whose runnrativc folk songs liave nrflucnced nrusicians ni geDrcs as diverse as rcck and R&B,
hrs b€en dubbed "one of th. grealest song$dters.!cr" by Rollirq sione magazine. Origjnalitl aDd th. bl.nding olger.es in conicm
poran music contiDuc to add r,aiue and creat. nrtcresi in nusic as an alt fonn.

,{so, while thc genre ol rap music has oft.n been silgled out for criticisn nnd dismiss.d for irs rnisogvnistic and liolcnt conrenr- it
is essentiallyan incredibh inventivc gcnre lha( entails improvisation and the rl11'thnic tair ofpowerful verbal Nordsnilhs. Derived
from t|c Black oral traditioD, rap music encapsulates a paricLrlar nspect ofthc African Ame.jcan expe enc. roday, not untike holt
2oth centuNiazz musicians such as Nliles Da\is andJohn ColiraDe cametob"ilya padicrlar bnnd of Black music thrcugh the
indjslutable rdisttt' and eDroiio al depth ofa gcnrc thaL has endured to thc present. While Mp music's signilicance is uDdoubtedli'
linked to jts histoical o ginsisarheto c ofrcsistance, its spontancit] and olre l}'rical qualitl has led iL ro become an nmolarive
neans ofcreativc cxprcssion 1or DusiciaDs $'orldw e.

Also sifiing to realise ne$' nusical potentials and push crcatile louDdaries arc thc.xperlnenrai nNsiciaDs. In r|e lasr ctecade,

ar€'B€ n t geD.es such as arnbienl a nd post .ock nNic hale lal<e n off, an.l tlie artistic endeavou.s of iDdic groups such as Sigur R6s,
Mogsai, Totlojse and clcchonic nn,sicians ,\phcx T\in and Autechre havc also |e.eired critical acclaim ald developed nassi\c fol
lo(ings for their uniquclvte\lured soundscapcs. iaking music into De{.dircctions nev€r before nnagin.d. T|e laryer au.iienccs !rade
available through globalisnlion and the I .metIas oeat€d room for new tbrns oimusic to bc hcard aDd irlciudedin the contcnrpo
rrn n sic sccne, in$easing its arljstic valuc.

Furthernore, while taleDt shot\s and social networking platforms are often accused ofattllrctjlrg nediocre talents more inrerested in
enlolingtheir fiftecn rnnrutes ollime- they halc Doletheless preseDted aD nprccedented o{tlet and tlatfonn for ralented {ftjststo
caPturelhe public inagiDatio n, {ho would not havc the resou rces thenschcs to laurch theirworkonsrch.lirye lciie.Indeed, sitcs
like Mrspace are nori making a greater effoft to r.ach out to lDderground artists and nusic labcls so as io onearth more dcscning
talerts, aDd tthilc the oulcome is at prcscni uncerlain, it appears to bode r{ell ior tlie artistic futu c ofconlen1pomrv nnsic. T|e a.
tistic valuc of corte mporary mnsic caDnot be written off i{hen tcchnolo$, is c.eating the opportDniq for manl more tatcnts ro be u n
cathcd and neird. The slDers] ofcoilabomtioDs throush onlinc commLrnities rnd nNsicians beinE inllueDcedbythcvarieI otnlusic
alailaue and listeDingto onc anolher also merns that cont.nporar music is lik.lyto becone more matur. aDd fieaiive in the future.

ln coDclusion, tthilc certain categories of contcmN|ari music undoubtcdly leave nuch to be desircd, rhis does not apply to all its
qriotrs forrns, as eridenced b]' the niaDr musicians who displ.ry consurnmate artistry and o{fcr ncwFrspecrives tluough thcir s'orli.
'nieir crcatilc e\P.essions inspiE us i{hilc reinlc,rcing deep truths abonr rhe lature of lifc and the |utuan conditioD, iDciting us to
\trds change whe.e lte are fouDd $'antilg. L)espite its lacks, nrailsheam pop neverthelcss seNes as a .ecord of thc prcvailing inoods
andthereigningpreoccupationsofoursocialnilie,andpcrhapsLhereniIesitsrcalvalue.whileitsinhercntlackofar(isticquality
nay not be aD irtendcd cnd in iLs creatiotr, coDtcrnforarl music mayencouragc alternale a d better forms of rnLrsical erpression, aDd
given its history and the promise of r brightcr futu e $ iLh the empowemrcnt of l ech nology, its listic value car onlJ be evectcd to
increrse. fftt
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In 2oo 2, as coffee bean priccs plunsed to hisLoric loivs and repots crncrscd abou t small scale cotrec tJ rmcrs .i fl i ng

only a fe$'mis.mblc cents a dar, lnns of g7 designer lattcs discovered lhat their innoceDt .lailv caffeine n\ was

cause for guilt. Sincethen, coflee bearinsthe Fa Trad. ]abel has beconre increasinsly fashioDablc than ks ro sup
polt from hea$Beights likeMrrk & Spenccr and Siar.bucks. lhe t,ai. frade movencntlbundcd in lhe U4osrvas

a reaction against aD cryloitative econonic rerlitr manv$'.rc too haftvlo leech o{t Yet, this nDycrnc.th.s been c.itn'ised: sone
acadcmics fccl that Fai.'liade is nothiDg more tliaD a $'cll intentioned fantasy created by idcalistic NCOS thaL ultimateLt, paper ovcr
nrarl<ei realities. Ho'lever, l.air Tmde fms coDtinD. to |ope lhil by payiDg a premiun for fair h.ade o$aric p.oducts, we crD rcal\'
nal€ a dife.ence in rlle\iatiDs the cconomic nri ust ices taced by producers and farnrers I ro d Peru lo TanzaDia.

At Iirst, frir trade n.Ly look irnpossible in a workllhat has lons bccn built on vasL. deep set inequalities bctwccn nations. Rich na
tions aheadycomrnand an inrme.se prcductivib; adraDtagc in tcchnolog", due lo the t.emendous ncalth accumulated ove. lrevious
geneEtjoDsthrough colorialisnr, slaver,v, ard njlitaNint.Ncntions. With technological advaDtagc on thcirside. producers jn richer
nations can c|u r oul the saneproductnor cfficicDtly and seilthe product more profitablr-than producers from poo.er natioDs.
The technologicaLly jnfedo. produceris forccd to invest orore labourtimeto crcaict|e sanre prodoct but still charge the samcp ce

as that setbytlie most efficicDt froducerand male much less profit. Also, once lhe lechnologically advantaged Dation achieves lro
ductjv€ advantrge oler thc majodry ofolle. natioDs, jt tends to excft its folitical intue c€ iD kel organisations likc the UN and rhe
w"To to dmiv !p rulcs oftrade ihal lavour iheir doniraDce. ADd thus, tec.hnologicaily rdvaDced ard poliiicalb; dorninanr countries
coDtinue to undcrcut and oo I conpete less advartagcd couniries in the most strategic rnrr-kets aDd political arenas ol the world.

Also, ifyou subsc.ibe to capitrlisn as thc mosi sustainable econonic model, Iou rnust .ccept lhat rou cannot liave fxir tradc ihat
ellsurcs equitable rewar.t for ihai r!. need ro adopt the connnunist cornmand e.onomy nodel. The "invisiblc' hand of dre marler"
is an aDioral Da$'inian forcc that squaslles out ipplie$ $'ho arc uDable to compete e{ijcientlr- to neei dcmand. l.il<e alnrrnalive
lction policies and faDn subsidies. by a.tificially introducing cqual rcward to the oppressed irto the slst.m, you can ironically end
trp iDiroducing rnorc inequalitr. lheAdan Snith IDstitutc believes thal once )'on set a pice floor for a good that js abore the market
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FROM THE BUSH TO THE BARISTA, COFFEE BEANS CHANGE

HANDS AS MANY AS 'I 50 TIN4ES AND THE PRICE JUIVPS WITH

EACH EXCHANGE:THEUS$0.26,/LB0FGREENCOFFEEIN ETHIO-

PIA WILL BE WORTH US$25,/LB BY THE TIME IT BECOMES A CAN

OF INSTANTVANILLA CAPPUCCINO IN BRITAIN.

lrice, Jou seDd false signals to people ofa d.maDdihat docs noi natually exist. Under this s),slem, even il
$nne produc.rs bencfit fror. morc cquitable resards in theshort ternr, in the long run,you nuy only end

nir cncouragnrg uDproduclive acti\ities, hurting long term grorth andthus hudnig eveD,bodv's charce
to be fairly rewa.ded. Exisling prrduce.s $,ill p.oduce more, optimistic newprcducers cDt.rthc narkct
and soon there is an e\cess suppll' $lich leads inevitably to lower prices in the noD'Fair Tradc markci.
Spare the markelt rod and spoil the prodrcer. If x€ let coffee farnc$ in CcDtral Arnoica feel tlle bite of
low cotree prices on their co{fe$, they learD to makc bcttcr dccisions nr t|e long mn. Theywould recei$e a

clear signal to supplr- a highcrvaluc prcduct, div$siryor exit the lrrarlet rather thar persist in their inef
1icic.cy, profpcd ut aftllciallvbyFan Trade aclilisls.

Still, despile the Herculean task of naking trade fair, it is possible as long as coryomtions and golcrn
ments can be conyinced of the tnrth that fair tRde nakes business aDd moml scnsc. I'Iore coporations
are redisilg that everybo.ly loves a hero cspecially todavk finic-kv weU educaied, well heeled consomer

$'ho needs to be assuaged oftheir First World guilt. When CAP s shares |ell alier edia erpos6s about
the poo. i{orking conditioDs and pallr_Tfinancial renumeraLion ofth€i.lactorv $orkers, GAP \rorked $'ith
Oxtarn andthe Et|icalTrade Initinlive to adopt faire. laborr pmctjces. Tlis ensurcd that wordcN arc faid
a lilinswaite (a minnnum hourl) .ate mllicieDt to rttain a specjfied qualitl oflife) and arc thus morcfairly
.ewaftled in terms ol bette. hours ofwo.k, healthcare and workcr rights. cAP belicves that such social

.esponsibilitl will pry off iD tlie long tem iD terns of bcticr qualitv output and better bmnd lotalty.

Small local trcduccN rcmaiD at th. bortom of lhe economic lotenr pole. lher" nr.\'Dol receiye fair re-
rnxneraiion relative to those hjgher on the supply chain b(t we can still en$e that they receive a fairer
renuneralion relative lo whnt they had before. Take the quardarlfacedbythe 25 nilljoD coffcefamrcrs in
the developing world. l..on the bush to the barista, cotree beaDs cliaDge hands as many as 15o tinres and

the pricejunps with each exchanse: the US$o.26llb of srccD co{fcc in Ethiofia vill be rrorth US:]i25/lb

bythe time it beconies r can ofiDstantVanilla cafpuccino jn B tai.. Bvleavingthe processing, transpo.t.
ex!or1, roastjDg and Drarkcting ofthc grccn colT.ebcans in lhe hands oiothers, the unwittilg farner gets

paidonly13%ofdrcmarket\"lueofyourp ce.ylatte compnred to the 90% that goes to retailers, rcast-
ers and i porle.s and 7% that goes lo shippers, expofters ard local traders. Without capital, insight into
hoN global mnrkets wo.k and negotiatiDg powe. to steer the nurket to their benefit, most small prodlccrs
cannot cLaim a proportional share ofthe \eorld narket pice forthcmsclvcs. But with tl'aDsnaiional corpo
ratioDs like Starbuck negotiatiDg directly nith fmd ccN orNGOS likc Tcn T|ousand \rlllaites pro!iding
a phtform fo. produce$ to bi?ass middlcmcn to scll dircclly to nealthy consune's, small prcduceru can

gct a faircr cui of thc f cciag. The Bodi, Shop pioneercd lairer trade jn the cosmetics industry th.ough
their ConrnunilvTrade purchasing programme. tsy buying djrectlt fron natjve producers, The BodyShop
has ove.come imnense economic barrie$ to entry faced by Gha an shea Dlt buttcr makc$, Namibian
marula oil presse.s and ll.,ldurrs loofah nukeN that wo ld have othcnis. keptthcn h thc srnr. Irns,
tioD faced by coffee frnne$.

TNthflillr, thc prcscnt day status quo rcndeN the noble idealollair trade hrpossjble. Eur so long as so-

ci,lly r.sponsible corporations and NCOS keep showing the world it is still possible rnd p.actical to hrn
a prolt wilhoLrl exploilation, $e can maintain fairer tmde at least as a rcalistic goal- And ordnrary
consumers, tna.jor t.ansDatioml corpomtions, NGOs aDd iDtergolerDncDtal agcDcics nccd not aDdshould
n€vergive up on tryins to mke sure evelaone has aD (Dporlunib ata bcticrlifc. (ltt
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BY LEENIANTJJE

As
globalisation links international markets, troducts tioin remote places caD no$'find porenrial customers in ciiy
d$€llers all around tlie world. Largc corporations in developed couDtries can also lower their operating costs by
tappitg on clieaper labour abroad. kleally, such expaDsioD of markets proinises grerter benelits for cverlone,
lron1 La.ge nltemational conrpanies to the facto[' workcr andfarners frcn1 less developed counhics. However,
witliout iDteFention, srnall tine farm€rs and factorf $orkers are olien at the mercy of tlrcir powertirl rew en-

pto!€rs, who take a lioD s sharc ofthc re\€nues and prolits leaviDs thc far removed enployees in financial circurnsrances rhat a.e Dot
very di erent fron before. Rcports ofchild labour and eploitatioD ofworlers jn d€velopirls countrics have e$cerbated tlis situa-
tion, sparking offyaioN actilist molements that atrempt to prevent such inhumane pmcticcs and ensure that p.olits are sharedin a

reasonable manner. Legisla(ors have also madc cfforts to create laws to raise iDdusiial standards arrd safesuard tlie iDtcrcsts oftheir
sorkiDg pofulations. hdeed these e{fods havc begun to alle\iate the plight of maD)' producers troDl developing couDilics. Howeve.,
tlc crleni ofsuccess is subject to Duncrous factors, making tlie total eradicaiion ofelploilation a tantalisingly DDreachable drean.

Most broadly, labo!. laws dictatc the minimum rvorknrg conditions and remLrnefttion of $'orkers to cnsure lhar some moDey is
channelled towads impmving thejr well being. I lowever, such legislation can oDly be etrectivc if it is enforced consistentlv. It is Dot
su.pisins that in rnany developing economies arouDd theworld. factories and farns in rcnot€ places are operatins {zy bclo$'the
requircd lcsal standards. Arrthorities iD Cliina lastycar discove.ed rumerous kilns iD rernore nreas e,hich x€re manncdbychained
workcrs Nho had bee kidnapped, enslavcd andsubjected t., abuse since childhood. For these individuals, the labour laws wrirten
for then proLection had failed as thc abuscs weDt undetected for )'ea6. Ev.n iI der€loped countries, cDforccrncnr oflegislirion de,

tends on conlpanies making iruthtul declarations of their remuneration packases a d oD occasional on-sitc checl<s. t n t he United
Kingdom aDd Singapore, dodgl' tapenork is not lDconmoD as firns trl' illegally to reduce opemtjDg costs. Human srDuggting aDd

iltegal labour contnrDcto pose severe challengesto law cDforccrneDt agencies snice there continuc to be nrany who are wilhrg to work
for less thaD thc lesal mjtrinum and many uDscrufulous niddle n1en andjob ascnci.s $'|o exploit such people. UsiDs lcsislative
instnmcnts to curb untair treatment of lrorkers is only as effectii e as our abiliry to enforce these laws aDd sadlv many counties do
Dot havc t|e resources and slstens to back ut their laws.

,
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Dffods at educating u.L €mpowelnrgi{orke$ have also bccD la.gel)'unsuccesstul With basic education not guaranteed and crushirg

h,ing condilio.s still in place in many arcas iD developing couDiries and sone parts ofdeveloped countdes, abuses are rampant and

untikety to €nd. uhcD it is a niauer of suNival aDd the prospect ofbeiDs out ofaiob is far more th.eatennrg ihan beins in aiob that

Days a pittance or has poor wo*ing conditions, !'orkeN have little choice especially since competition for iobs is siiff. Elen ilhere

labour activists have (aken uf the cause and social cDirepreDeurs have sorght io c.eate opportuDities for nicro inancinS projects

and handicrafts coope.irives or fanns o$'ned ard run by the locals themseh€s, these have had limitcd impact and Ltneven results,

usually operating otr a snrall scalc and xffecting only pckct or select conmunjtics. Farner narkeis in deleloped counhies are an

e\anple ofhow producers ol lbod havc manased to bpass rniddlemen lrnd establish a presence that alloNs them to courteract the

challeDge posed by big conpanies rhat can offer lowe. prices and supply super arkets and restaurants in largc quantities. However,

such iDitiarives are unsustainabl€ in poorer courtries and do not solve the issues of wolkc$ enployed by the coryoratioDs. Until the

impact ofporerty is dealt $ith more effecri!€ly and people are €ducared and organised to demandfairtreatment tuom cmploye.s and

corporations, not all prodLtcers of food and goods will bc fairly.ewa.ded

HOPETHATTHE PROLIFERATION OFTECHNOLOGYWILL INDEED CHANGEALLTHIS.

craDred, irt€rnarional interest groups havc tied to encourage grcater wealth sharing usnrg a narket based apProach through the

identification and labellins of products which mcct the standards of equitabie profit sha ns. By shiftiDg the burdcn of enstr.ing fair

trearrnent of producers ro coDsume.s who vote with thcir spending, such frogramnes hope to harness narket forccs io Produce

the grearesi motivation for companics to coniplywith labolrr standards profit. FajrTude is one such systeni that certilyand label

products which confonn to acceptauc stardards, incloding wages aDd w.r.king conditions. wliLe such products are more costly than

othe$, the.e has bccn some success in cducatjrg consumers in dcveloped counlries and speaking to their consciences. Chajns like

Sta$uck a d Ttre Body Shop have succcsstully made rair'l'rad. pa.t of their brandins. ore concern is that labe nis is increasingly

conmon fi the food industries but nol ir olhers like ierliles. Dfforts arc unde$'ay to expandthe information available oD atl softs of

products andto nake jt acccssjble through rhe Internctand liobile phoncs, but at the moment, consuner ignorance andthehnited

narker prescnce of Fair Trade products will contnrue to lDdermine the elTectiveness and sustainability of the movement io rcward

such pftduceN fairly.

ftco y retinble cavcat $,e car olter in this gloony situation is the hope thai the prclifcmtion oftechnolog] $ill nldeed change all

this. With technolosv, worke$ can becorne whisttebiorvers and thc neans ofenlbrcement to improve the efectiveness ofthe lait.

tnrercsiiDsty enough, lhere have been energins cascs of how technology has aided in (ighi€r suNeillaDce in developnrs econonies.

Wirh rheuscofsna liobile camcm technolo$ , boushtcheaply insecond handnarkets, \'orlers in Honduras have been rccordins

theirworkins conditions anclsljppins footase out to NGO aciivists keen on alleviaiinstheirsituation. Tbis cvidence has allowedlesis-

tators ro prosecurc conpaDies and bringtaDgible inprovements in wrge and worknrg coDditions o{lextile aDd agricultural industries

in Honduras. Al prescDi this is srill an exccftioml trend, but wc can hope that more ofihis kind ofgrass root activisn will €merye as

suNcillance tech rolo$ becones alailable to rnore ardmore peoplc

tn conclusion, $,hile a combiDatioD of government and non-gove.nment mcasures and moverncnts $'ill improve the ncatmeDt of

producers, it has so farbeen difficult to ensure rhnt all \orke$ and farmers arc rcwarded fairly for their labou.. lt is a sad fact that

manywitl continue to $,orkurder unsafe aDd abusive ivorknrg conditions fori mere piitance until we find fractical and.esolute ways

io briDg change. Thctruth isthal we s'ill alivays face iniusLicein ihis wo dns long as pcople cortimre to opcraie fron attitdes that

are sctf-seNing and rhemfore detrimentalto thc healthygroNth offairandjtrst indostries. What rve need tob€ aware ofisthat at each

iuncturc ofthe p.oductioD line arc per,ple who arc conplicit i the unfair ilertniert ofthe cxploited: lhe worker's owl silence, the

inaction ofthe comnunitl, thc unca ng consnmcr, all exacerbate lhis situaiion. Technolos thai briDgs awareness for coDsune$ to

make more infomect choices. intl'oduce mrch needed suNeillarce, and open uf nes.lia.kets fordislocated produc€rs. can conirib-

ute tojrsrice. So till rhe day these newoptions become the standard, we would necdto conclude that fair trcahnent for all producerc

isjust not sonre!hins$'e can guarantefltt

THE ONLY RELIABLE CAVEAT WE CAN OFFER IN THIS GLOOMY SITUATION IS THE
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BYELIZABFTH MESENAS

Many Singaporeans would Dot consider desisn somethnrs tundarnental to the well being ofour socie-

tt. Indeed, design the idea of a dcliberate form and structure may be anathema to those who
wish sinsaporeans could break out oftheirfixed, rigid ways ofthinking to become more crcativc
and imaginative. How€ver, upon careful analysis, we may come to realise that dcsign is indeed

important to Singaporet society. Urban and resource planning is a must if $€ $'ant to make
maximum use olourscarce resources. Much as oitics slisht our ways as beins strait iacketed.

the caretul, deliberate dcsignirg ofour social and econonic policies allows our government lcadcrs to chart with greater certainty
our conntry's lons-term success. In addition, if we define desisn also to be the feaiures of a building or an edilice or a picture, design
bccomes ever nore imporlant in helping us erect stmctures that can seNe as a visible reminder of our cultural heritage. Even for
businesses, design is also important in helpins the coNuner associate thebusjness with certain values, thereby seDeratins loyalty to
the brand. All in all, design plays a very imporiant rolein Singapore s today.

One ofthe strongest aryumenis for why design in the form ofdeliberate planning is tundamental to SinSaporelies in the fact that we
have limited land and limited resources. Ifwe accept the DaMinian principle that it is inefitable for living beings to compete and
cven fight over rcsources to enstre thejr sunival, then it is imperative that we manage these scarce resources well so that we ensure

our own survival and the snooth tunctionins of our society. All cities around the wo d engage in some form of urban plaMins to
reduce tralfic congestion, slums and other physical and social problems that woL d make city livins nishtmadsh. Sinsapore is no
ditrerent. Indeed, with a burseoDins population we are already at 4.6 nillion jostlins for space on alimitedland area nolarger
than s8o sq are hlometres, ncticulous urban design in the lbrm of road and rail net$'orks and stratesic allocation ofland use is
crucial ifwe want to opiimise our living space. More importantly, managiDg key resources likc water resources, from creating catch
ment areas for rain$'aterto processing drinkng water from sewage water to possible dcsahration ofsea water, ensures our continued
sun'ival and prosperily.

Moreover, desisn in the form ofecononic and social engineedng is also critical for Singapore to maintain its cconomic cornpetitive
ness and social cohesion. Critics often lament the intrusion of national policies iDto otrr pdvate lives - be thcy encourasnrg fanilies
to hale norc babies or rnandatingthe racial quota in public housing. However, what these citi6 fail to rcalise is that personal deci
sions rcsardingone's narriageand fanily or where one lives have aD impact on thc ovcrall healih ofthe nation. Take holv we delib-
cratelystmcture and design the wayourpopulation srows forexample. Snrsaporc already suffers fron a low birth rate of 1.og babies
percouple well below the fe.tilitr replacement rate of 2. r babies per couple. If Singaporeans are not nudged towards the 'faniiy way'
with monetaryincentives and pro-faDjly policies, Snrgapore will indeed suffer fron a lackofeconomicallyproductivepcrsons- In the
long term, this traDslatcs to lower economic competitiveness. On the social front, Singapore's social cohesivcncss depends largely
on our leaders' caretul social planning. Cdtics may fuown on the racid quota in otrr public housing policy, bui it is Drecisely such
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ADDITIONALLY, ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN IS IMPORTANT IN THE CREA-
TION OF LANDMARKSTHATCAN SERVEAS POWERFULVISUALSYMBOLS
OF OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE. WE HUMANS ARE SENSORY CREATURES,
AND FIND IT EASIER TO FORM A STRONG EMOTIONALATTACHMENTTO
NEBULOUS CONCEPTS LIKE'CULTURE'AND'IDENTITY' IF WE CAN SEE,

HEAR, TASTE, TOUCH OR FEELTHEIR MANIFESTATIONS.

conscious decisions thai pro\dde oppodruities for nitcraction .nd inlegraLio! rnoDg the mc.s. Lcli oD oLrr own, $,€ tend to nakc
decisions bascd on what benelits rs, ftther th{D thc ovoall sood lor societr, tlierein orcrloo}ils lvhal could be a DNcli nbr. bcn
eficial dcsign tbroLrr society. SeeD in this light, dclib€rale social and econonjc planningis iundanre talto the grorth ofoursocielv.

On a less conle tious Dote, .lesigD has also opered up lor Singapore new arcas ofgrowlh. lco onists wlio havclong looked to ou.
manuJ:ctu.jng and coDstructioD industties as e gjnes of grontli arc bcgil n nrg to realise the poteDtial ofdcsigD as rn indusLN lliat
ca b€ deveioped as a ncw cconomic niche. We are nakins fora]s into lhe world oflT ard annnadon, multi media design ard the
like, due t{r SiDgafom benrg one of the nost wired placcs in the wo.ld, and our } outh s passion for aDiEre and erpertise ir Srming.
. That Lncaslilnr Arimalion, a ligh-prolile tlaio in t|is industry, has chosen to locatc its studio here ittests to tlie iDcreasnrg i.l
cnt rool ofdesisners that can be fouDd iD Sinsal)ore. Eve foro..liD,abusnrcsscsiIsinsapore.aDewlbcusoDdesisnhascnabled
un of the n ill conipanies aDd retail shops to updale their irnage ir respoDsc to th. iDcreas ingll sophisticrted tastes of wcll h .ve lled
Singaporea s. !\'en b?ical Dcishbourhood eateries,like cafes or bakcics in sLrburban housirs estates halc contracred desigrers to
change their nnage, with design$ ffoniages to boot. hi thesc $'a)s, design has becone a kel elemcnt ofour cconomic acriviry aDd
developneDt, bingiDg a new sense ofvibraDcl rrdprosrss.

r\dditionally,arc}itecluraldesignisimpotantinthecreationoflandna.kthatcanscn.spowe.invi ral synbols ofonr culrur.l
heritagc. We iumars are sensory crcaturcs, and flr)d it easier to form a strong emotional aitachment to Debuiors coDcctrs lite
'culturc and ider I ity if $'e crn seci hcari tast€i loLrch or feel their naDif.stations. Hence. ou r temples, nos.tn.s, aDd churches wirh
their distinctiye r.chitecturc, arc irnporladr desjgD structures that wc idenriri wiLh 1]indu, Muslim aDd Ch srian rcligious culru.es,
rcmindnts us of Sfigaporc's rnuhi religious groundings. Orchard Road is lvitriessirg its first makcovcr i. yeals, trith new build-
ings built aDd Dci{ lacades pLtl on old buiklinss to nfdaic and modemise our nsin shorpiDs avcrue. 'lhis however has le.l to c ti
cism ovcr thc modern monstrositiei' aDd blaDd glass aDd meLal st.uctures that havc cDrcrg.d lactins real meuiDe or rcsonancc
$ith Singaporeans. Seen in tliis light, therc is a n.cd fo. architectu.al desigD

to hclp Singaporeins creite icoDjc laDdDulks that synbolise our Snrga-
pre idenlily. lrue, ne har€ orr Mcrlion and our EspiaDade the
'Duda 'as $.e affectionatelvcall it butihe! liil to rnersure up to
the statue ofthe Statuc ofI-iberty, or London Didge or Sldncv s

opera Housc. As ouri{orld gets eyer nore slobaliscd and cosm.)
politaD, it is irntortant lhaL desi8n be used to this cnd to help Sin
gaporc markits disl inct ive multi-culhral hcitage with buildhgsor
moDurncDts rhal {e..n trnh..ll orrr.rn

All ir all, design pla)s aD irnpoltant role i Singapore socictl. lt
helps urbar plann.rs rnaximise resou.ces to make thc most of.rLr
living spaccsi it |ehs our'ilovennnent creatc policics t|at e.hance
our cconoDric conrpelj(ireness and social coh.sion; il senes as a
nc$'cngiDe ofgrowth, and holds thc kc] to a deeper appreciatioD
of and idenlillcation $ith our uDiquc bistorical and cultuul back-
grcLrnd. Ia. lroni c tics'fcars that too nuch eDlphrsis oD sftrc
LLrred design can inpcdc crealilitl and iDlovation, thc froc
ess of desigD actuallr,-' reqLrires murh inrgination and crcalivitr
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BYSHIAO YIN KTJIK

The
Japanese believe that in order to create a hish quality product or service, you need to create it with two \"es
ofqrality in mind: thefirst is o.artDu? iinslirsu ("taken-for-sraDted qtrality") whe.e things work as they are

intended; the second is 
'l 

iryoi leki h insftits! ( enchantins qualiry) wherc thinss possess an aesthetic qual

ity that appeals to a person's sense ofbeauty.In other words, ihe Japanese will notbe satisfied with creating

ihe perfect ball of tasty mochi, they ar€ conpelled to tint tbem in matching pastels, and embed them with

military precision in abox lined with lund-painted tissue. This pursuit ofan elegant tunctionality from start

to finish sets apart Japanese products fron Singaporcan ones and sets the benchnark of how far our Little Red Dot has to go in the

desisn stakes. TakiDs design to nean more thanjust the pursuit of prettiness, ii js imrsuble that design has always been impotant
to Singaporck tuture. But we have a longwaytogo in overcoming our cultural peculiaritjes that conspireto niale design insignincant

Market lead€rs in Singaporc are adopting a norc design-focused strates/ to differentiate their products, oeate brand loyalty and

gain international presence. Toy maker STIKFAS, iraditional chinese medicine corporation Eu Yan Seng, massage equipneDt maker

osin create vastly different products but share the same apprcach of nelding fuDctionality ltith compelling aesthetics. FoMard-

lookins Sinsaporean companies lmow that the competitive edge for ourproducts andseNices caD no longer be centred purely on cosi

efliciency and tuncijoDality for these are areas that our neighbours China,India and Vietnam are clearly able to natch (ortrouncel

us at. It was a lesson ]ocal company Creative Technologies learnt painfully: tbough they pioneered the MP3 player, they lost their

nr* mover advantage and thus the lucrative global market to Apple due to their failu.e to undeEtand how inportalt design was

to consrmers. From start io end, Applc desisDed the iPod for mdinum desirability. The iPod was a piece of sreat technology that

happened to be sleek, minimalist, paned wiih stylish advedisements and the hottest music of the moment. Though Creative's Zen

MP3 player is losicallythe superiorpiece oLiechnology, its clunl<J (ironicall'un-Zen) design failed to appeal to consuner's emotions.

Moreovcr, without a core design strategy, the Zen was narkeled in a haphazard and tacryL naDer: not only wer€ the Zens marketed

u.dera bizarre array of Dames (Zen Jukebox, Zen Touch, Zen Nano. MuVo Slim etc), its special edition was signed by Creative's CEO

Sim Wong Hoo to.i!al thc special edition iPod that was endorsed by U2!The Zen's fajlure to ouisell the iPod is notjust a loss for

Creative, it js a $'arnnrg to Singaporc not io keep betting ontunctionality alone for its success.

At the upper echelons ofgovernnent, plans have been madc to sieer Sjnsapore towards rnore design minded ihinkins and a more

design-sensitive socjety to ensure otrr city s sLrrvival in the new millennium- Forced to move away from old engines of econornic

growth and urban deveiopneni, the sovernment is hedging its bets on SingaNre's abjliv to posjtion itselfas a leading centre ofde
sign in the world. In 2oo3, The Design Singapore Council was set up by the Minisiry of InformatioD, Communications and lhe Arls

to promote design oriented thinkins in business and education. This is difterent from encourasins artistic talent which focuses on

encourasing you to create wherever yourwhins lead you. Desisn thinking is allvays aware of the end user: 'can people afford this?',

"Is it accessible?", "Is it useful?'. Good design js about qcatins a solution sensitive topractical needs, people's desires and bi8 picture

aspirations- in this way, sood desisn (as opposed to good artl is about dcfinitely inproving people s lives inbig and small ways. ina
small and resourc€lnnited country like sinsapore, design minded thinling has always beeD inportant and the very reason wby we

have leapt from Third World to First in three decades- Our transpor! system, our public housing projeds, our controlled 'clean and

green" urban developnent, our water manasement system may not took nashybut they reflect pincipies of successful design think

ins and are inspiring to developing couniries lookhs for solutions.
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A CULTURE THAT IS FIXATED ON GRUMBLING, THAT PRIZES STABILITY
AND PREDICTABILITY OVER CHANGE AND THAT IS ALWAYS AWAITING
ORDERS WILL NEVER BECOMEA DESIGN-FORWARD CULTURE.

Howcver, it has been difficultforvisionary golemment olficials and key marl<er leadersto convince rhe grouDd (and middle inanage,
ment) that desig! matte$. Essentially, we a.e bati:ling with decades of nrbred pragnutism fionr rhe srobborn ShSafore soul. Singa-
poreans hnve been wcaned on tears ofbeliefthat pragmatisn is the holiest yirtue that holds up rhis ecoDonic mimcle rhat ile call
home. All our decjsion m aking centres arcund the n€ed to achicve a tangible set of rcsulrs and ro m.L\imise utility. While prasnatism
in itself is not a terible thing, we havc elevated it into a Dcgative art form. Every Snrgaporean knoas what it looks like in its elcryday
form: it is the student who is morc concerned about mcmorising a sedes offonnulae ilithotrt any carc for the nhy or liow the formu
lae came about because "it is not tested"; it is the office worke. wlio is contenr ro do irhat is "good enough'an.t is not interesred in
Pushing a project beltDd tr'hat's necessaryijt is the civil seraDt $'ho will not grant ftuding to an unusual enterpisc bccause it does
not perforn within a igid ser oI (llls (Key Pedormance lndicato$). Pizjng results at thc cxpense olrisky inagination and curiosjtr
has not and will noiencourage desisn-mindtuiness in Snisaporc-

OurcoDsunenst and money-mind€d approach to life also neans that design is not as importantiD our eyes as b.aDds arc. Sjngapo
rcans tend to oveNalue the power of a big Dane and undervalue the por{cr of a brave idea - it exflains lthy although Singaporeans
like wcarins branded clothes, ihey are not knowr fortheir fashion sawT- Nowhere is this nore oblious rhan in our cilyscape. Most of
the major landn1a.k in sinsapore are not desisncd by Singapo.eaDs for Singaporeans but arc dcsisns rackecl oD our land by f.,reisn
architects Thoush not said explicitly, nuny clients and developeN still believe paliDs for a foreign. brancled" architect is aI we need
to create a quatiB buildins. '1 his has not paDned out iD realitr: for ou t of ail the bis'narne. bralded desisDs r{e pu.chased, not one
is counted as a notewothr' architectural masterpiece. This may not be becarse the foreign a.chitects $crc inconpetent. It coltd be
because ciicnts and develope.s werc ultimatelt more iDtercsted in hiringthen fortheirnane raiherthan lbr their iDgenrity. Inpo
sitions ofbudset and loss ofncNc could have coDstrained Briton Michael wilford s crearivi\' and caused his IsplaDadc to end up
patchy as opposed to powednl-

Though pragmaticsingaporeans aretoeingthcgo\€rnmenfs liDetopayattentjonto designbecause it makes praciical economicsense
lo do so, this lack ofhcat and indepeDdentihinking does notbodc well lbrthe quality
olou. desisn thinking. We may be pursuing desisD because we are conviDced b),
the state's cndorsement of the liDk between cre{tile citics and conmercial succcss.
w€ may bc d€Fnding irn thesovcrnnent s miliorl-dollar invesrments irl Dcw de
sisn schools, inuseuns, desisD educalion pros.ammes and arrs festivals to ]]elp us
beconc a design foMard ciry. But great desisn is not a product ofgrcat hardware atoDe

- it is soliware as well. Great design comes out fron a cultrre that is thoughttul and critical
about jts suroundinss, sensitile aboutnc€ds and driven to solve problenis independenrty.
A culture that is fixated on g.unbling, that prizes stabilitr and p.edictabilit.v over chanse
and that is always awaiting or ders will neverbecomc a desigo lbNard cultur€.

In thc end, Singapore can corscieotiously adopt the glalnourous trappiDgs ofde-
sisn mindlul cities all ii wants, but xr may stiil end op beiDsjust sood imirators
rather thaD true iurol2tors. ls desigD imponanr in SiDgaporc? Ir is and atwals has
been to alisionar]' minoritythathopcs to convert more to the cause. tior now, most
ofus renatu blissfully unconvertcdj happr to play it safe and bland aDd dcsiriDg
others to solve our problems for us. Why aspir€ to mtrt/olureki fiinsnirs! $hen
dfdrtnde nins/r ttsu has beeD sood erough? aftt
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In my whole career as a teacher, nothing has struck me more deeply
6 what I am about ro share in this article. This revelation is very simple to
understand but its impact in the understanding and teachins of cP is, I beli€ve,
profound. Teachers may have used similar concepts in their ciassrooms but the
existence of multiple terminotogies for one very simple uniling idea has nade
this conftsins for students and contradictory teaching practic€s have made it less
appreciated or understood. Wllat I am about to introduce is more than an insight
into skills i it is an overaJchins understanding on how we leam, how we assess and

It struck me that every single GP question that has been set since the onset of this century has asked us
to assign or determine the value ofthe subject matter given. whether it is a question of relevancy, impoI
tance, praciicaliqr, promotion or utiliv the possibilities can so on and on ir can all be pinned down
to thinking about whether the subject natter has value or not. And the successtul execution of thar as-
sessm€nt/argument depends nainly on how we have mastered the understandins of context. The turther
intricacies of this revelaiion would be somethins that I would be keen on explorins mo.e deeply in tuture
aticles or workshops but for now I will share the nostsalienr insishts.
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Let $ start by thinking of a bis elephant. I will then ask you to consider whether

the elephant's size is an advantage or disadvantase. lfyou answer is inmedi-
ate, then I would say tiat you are unconsciously adding context to your assess

ment to reach that conclusion. If you find that you cannot reaci a conclusion

then simply imagine this elephant in any given contet and you wil be able to

male an assessment- The etephant's size, for example, is a disadvantage if it is

trapped in a small roorn thal reshicts its movement. For thos€ that said its size

was an advantage, they probably pictured the elephant either wo*ins for rural

communities or wild in its natural habitat. And finally, his size is inelevant in

a modern machine-driven en/ironment.

It is impossible to assign value to anlthing lvithout firct assiSning context. And

the sooner we start being aware of this, the nore we will realise that writing
good points that are crediied by the marker r€quire us not only to talk about

the subject matter and give an example but to also frame our assessm€nt in a

sensible contdt so that the marker is able to tuIy agree with what we say. The

point is to b€ aware when we ADOPT A CONTEXT AND AI)D CI-AUSES

TO INDICATE TIIAT THIS IS HOW WE AXE RXACHINC OT]R CON.

CLUSION, and nore inportantly to broaden or shift our contert if we find

that we hale adopted a conier:t that is not relevant to tbe question.

The exact same p nciple therefore applies to all topicr in GP. Let us take a very

comnonly accepted beliefthai hard work pays off. I would sug8€st to you that

if you simply Mote that idea in your essay, many markers would find it hard to

be completely convinced by what it is you say. This is because your statem€nt

lacks conten. sayins altematively, thai in early asrarian societies, ha.d work
paid off, gives a much better avenue by which a marker can assess the validity

oi what you say- Once you are aware of context you will naturally start to add

qualifi€rs like how the weather or soil composition would indeed have atrected

the farmer's result but hard work was an essential component that pays off in

That same statement when brought forward into today's vert' complicat€d

economy becones harder to accept. Many people, especially those fron an

old€r generation, stitl believe that hard work pays off because they sti liae

in their old contefi. Since accuracy in what we say depends so much on con-

tst, then otrr assessment wilt change if the question asks us to deternjne the

value of hard work in the modem world. Franed in the intricacy ofthe nodem
economy, it seems naive to say that hard work alone will pay off Certainly it
remains a component ofsuccess but nanyno.e detetminant factors are now

involved.

Being accurat€ in our assessment of any subject matter, be it science and tech-

nolo$r or nedia or th€ success ofourfighi to save the environment, depends

on us appllng it to a context. So the net question we need to ask ourselves is

what conten we should apply this to.
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Certainly we are aware of the fact that GP questions will someiimes
assiSn a context for us. If we know what we are looking for, these conte\1s
are indeed very easy to find ad they are necessary if one is to do well. So to
hetp you understand better, I will place all contens inro two b.oad cat€gories:
contexts of time and conterls of space.

CONTEXTS OF SPACE involve the familiar use of terms like'the world
today', 'the nodern world', ipoor€I countriesi, lyour society', 'Sinsapore' etc.
They require you to {ranle your thoughis in a particular space and therein
make assessm€nts of the subject matter within this nental fiame. coing out
of this frame mal<es the point invalid and irrelevant io the question. Asking
whether the supernatural can be sustained in today's node.n world, for exam-
ple, requiles us to think as much about the modem world as we do about the
sup€rnatunl and discuss the relationship between the t!vo.

CONTEXTS OF TIME ce tend to be a bit more difficult to spot. Questions
which featur€ kelvords like, 'still', no longer', 'ever', etc. atl require us to con-
sider the contet of the past, present and at times tuture, and may demand thai
we consistendy compare our understanding ofthe subject maner between the
past and present, or future, conterls.

What is intelesting to note however is that stipulated conter-ts of space can
also be seen over time, md stipulated contexts oftime can be seen over space.
For example, if a question stipulates that we adopt a Singapore context, we can
brjng in points into present day Singapore, her past as welt as tuture. A ques-

tion definins the conterl to be 'Singapore today' would however otrer fd less

QIIESTIONS WITH NO STIPTIIATED CONTEXTS are however open
for you to consider both broad conterds of time and space thereby allowins
you to generate several points simply by movins the subject mauer throush
different contens. I was anazed in a recent class when I witnessed students
form an argument for an essay on whether the majoriry is always risht, sim
ply by applyins conte\t. Their broad arsument consisted of an openins point
establishins a historical background of ihe majority and explaining hovpast
monarchies affected noiions of ihe majority. They then transitioned into th€
modem day context, givins ihree points why the majority thrives in the mod-
ern world. They also conceded that not all parts of today's world (contei of
spac€) extended tnis privilege and then besan to discuss currenr day tieocra,
ci€s or dictatorships- They ended their dsument by expressing hope that cur-
rent day autho tadan exceptions would come to an end in the tuture given the
trends of politi€al development today- Thoughout the essay, each paragraph
.lso determined whetner and why the majority may be nsht/wong.

The only qualification I would add to this is ihat although this attempt at ihe
essay provided scope, it had little depth. The stronger students explored the
concept of the najorib, and were .tble to offer key r€asons why the maiorjtv
was dsht, and ihen went on to evaluate whether this was always ihe case by ap-
plying their reasons to stipulated conterts. Howeve., weaker students had no
idea why the rnajority was isht, and simply ran their points via contert. This
r€sulted in them sconng worse than the previous Bruup.
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So it becomes clear dEt understanding olcontext is cNcial f.r. us to execute

a successftl evaluation. Wc also need to recognise that a mahre understard

ing of context helps Lrs to bc sharper aDd more accuratc in what we say. Too

often our uDderstanding of conierl is basedoD some lague notion that we hav€

gained fron TELEVISION o. what brief etrcounters we have in LECTURXS.

People $'ho have TRAVELI-iOD, OR EVEN RESIDtrD IN OTHER COLrN-

TRIES, certanrly undeNtand fo.ejgn contextsbcst. The next best alternative is

saining insiShts tuon thc INTERNDT OR BOOKS.

Povertj for iDstance, is gm\tly nisuDderstood, as most people innnediately

Diciurc the abiect poverty ofEthiopia or Somalia. Poverq'can in fact be bette.

understoodbr also examining counirics like Columbia or Laos and evcn devel-

oped nations. Lrlcsting time in gaining a broader mental picture of any givcn

context, be il the past, the modern world, Poverty, theocracy or the fulure is

aise and will pay sood rcturDs, nl both GP as well asinljfe.

It would be wise to INVEST TIME to do this 1br youNelffor it nark matu

riry of thought. The tliing $'ith childrcD is that tliey operate ftom a vetf snall
context. We undeNiand that children mcrely comp.ehend and assess thinSs

f.om their inmediatc suronndings. r'hey do noi hale the capacily to extend

thei. uDderslandilgio oiher conte\ts and thereforc sce brcader c.xsequeDces

Tlie sa.l thing is that somc adults still operate that Nay. If any siudent wants

to stop benig accused ofbeing innaturc o. shallow, then thcy need to invest

timc iD unde.standing broader contexis, appreciating ho\t cach conte\t inte

grates or clashes with one another and thus erlends their undercianding. Ard
if your heart so chooses, b.ing that desire to learn into the CONTEXT OF

ETERNITY...suddenly whxt you may think is vcry impoftaDt ivill suddenly

become ven, trjvial, and other tlinss, like hDrilv, will start to matter more Lhan
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I do have to run one vert imNrtanr caveat though. One of the most trotrbling
things that I have discovered is hox our currcnt teachins ofcp has in fact buih
a foundation for relativity. This manifests irselfin the very conmon instruc
tion that absolutes are never true (noiice the ironrJ, and that the bcst way to
aryue successtully against m absolute is to reflite it and show scenarios that
demonstrate how the stateneDi is false. Ifwe are indeed teaching shLdeDts to
always refttc absolute staienents, then whai ofrhe values that we reach thcm
from young to cherish and never let go ol? Certainly vahc systems are nor
relative bui are in themelves absolute truths. i am noi ialking about culiural
beliefs which values can differ from conie\1 1() context but to univeNal iNths
tliat we have all cometo accept. Our rcverence forlove, rruth, purity and faith
forexampie have all been undernined by relaiivisn, no doubt exacerbated bv
howstude s aretaught in school.

The intdesting thing is that VAIUES IIEMAIN RXI-ATI!'E AS IONG
AS WE VIEW THEM FROM SMALI-ER PERSPECIT!-ES OR CON-
TEXTS. Ho$'evcr, the wider we exrend our conterls, the more self interest
will fall away and the more relevant values suddenlybecome. r iook arotrnd nr
my life and I notic€ tliat thc mosr effectual people I t<now operare from both
realnis. Thcy are people wise enougli to set iheir rules for life jn a broad and
eterDal context. TheyfiDd t.ules which arc true irr aU contexts and have invesr
edtinc in discovenrS universal trutlN that have prolen to be coNistenr in:ill
situations. Yet, these peoplealso have the empathy to understaDdwhere other
people are coming from and have the amazins ability ro helf people resolvc
the struggles others night face within their snailer, more parochiat conterts

not byjudsing, btrt by inviting then tojoin rhem in a hisher contert ofun
derstatrdins.

THE MOST COMMON PROBLEM WX SEE IN PARAGRAPH DE\,'EL.
OPMENT IN THE I!'RITING OF CP ESSAYS IS HO.w STUDENTS
USE AN EXAMPLE OR AN EXTENSI!'E EXPI-ANATION TO DRII'E
THEIR POINI. Usins an example io d ve a point is certainty terrible, but
i{hat is less obvious io students is that driving a pointvia a lengthy erTtanarioD
ofthe subject nattcr is only slighily betrer. In either scenario, rhe srudent is
not offering real evaluation iD iheir paragraphs, simpty because they have Dot
afplied a conteft to beg with for their assessment. Evaluation and argumen
tationare cmcial skillsthat need ro bedisplayed in all goodessays.

Evairation is not at all adifficultskill. Everybody does it ar alltimes. Wtren we
arejudsing people, building teams, choosing cars, voting...in everf choice we
make as individuals, we are a]$'ays evaluarins nr order ro .each our conclusion.
The amaziDg thirg is that once it comes doM to essay Miting, rhese natural
evaluatior skillswe possess larsely disappear. we nay, in a cp essax be dalu
ating laryer and more nnportant issues bui essentiallythe skitls are the same.
even though the content rnay be morc far removed ftom our everyday iives.

so thc bouom liDc is to rrndeNtand that e(value)ation simpty requires us to
assign a value to the topic that rle havebeen asked to assess.And reaching the
conclusioD to whether it is positive or nesative requiresusro apply the subject
matter into s€veml relevant contexts to draw out perspectives and dtimately
reach a suiiable fairconclusion in our ultimate evahation.
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I have included three

sanple pamgraPhs be-

low thai demonstrate

how context is used to

introduce evaluation.

Is fdily relevant in today's society?

one ofthe funcnons oftheJamil! is to ensute th'tt the exisnns power hietur'hv is 
'rditrdined 

srcn thot

o.'^i- ^" A-" 
"i 

tn" familu llnit mahrt e into citizens uho undeftIand and respect the means b!

wnti ue ^aint"i, 
and Auild pouer. Whether ue ttadinollall'J associate power uith males or sen;otitu'

the adequate inculcotion af these &tues help societA continue to st'7bla operate the rDaa it aluaas has

lhenor]emuotldhashovel/JfgfeatlgchaltengPdtheabilitaofthefamilgtoexecutetllisfuncno]lprop.
erl!!. Burgeoning political slobalisano has stuen goung people in ong state greatet desrces oflleedon

and experiences oJ esalitarianism, contrary to ttoilinonat nonons of power that uould otheruri\P haDe

been tausht to them. Fanlilies in MAdnm()rfor instance hauefound it di.ficult ta quell the apparent politi

.oL rcbeition oJ tne gounger generation despite their rain attempts di inshllin g culhms of subser Dience

to politic, aihoritr'. me famita certunlb is still needed to impart establbhed notions of pouet to the

lounl but theA are-goinq to ind that uhat theu bU to teoch is increasinglA n'relerant in o uorld tllat

changes its poaer sttuctures so dYnamica U

Is family relevant in todav's societv?

Pe,hops one o.f the most important functions for families is the tansfet oJ Datues from one sen'tunon

io a,"ther. r,,'diti" atts, cte vones as aeJined ta keu orthodox reliqions wde betieue'l to fTm the

backboneofcililisedsocietlJanda.lhefencetotheselaluesuasexpectedofall'despiteone'sclass'ageor
gendef.ThemodefnUoftllhoshoueufundefnlinedtheabilitaoffamiliestocon|inceyoungergenefa
irons thot these ualnes ar e ind.eed teleDont, much less be efcial to their liues lnueased liberalisanoll in

mostmod?rnsocietiesiasintfoducedauotlduhercmanapfe|iovstafeuefednomsarenoumefel!)
dismissed6one,srctdriuepefspecfue'.|fa.]itionalJewishJamiliesandtheirlo]gheldlaluesarcpe*ct
testa]nenttothischangeosueseemanvJeuishlloltthmafryoltsideoJtheirfaith,casuallapaltakeof
hedonistic pleos res ond fultu embrace modern comlnercial ralues The fomill! renlai6 one of the last

keg bNnons ofmoral Dalues and tr 6 sddlv d cnrnbling ur€ck in ifirs instance'

Is science necessarily rhe solution to world prol'lems?

Science is consi.lered bA tnanl to be the 
'noin 

means to address the abject poDertg that ue see in the

u)ortd toda!!. The efJecth)e inboducno oJ scientifc sh'atesies (1nd technotosies can ingease the produc

X,itg l",el; o1,^ost 
"s,iculturut 

commlltities afld also hetp intesrate bac]rc'ater economies into alobal

li,oiri"t,"orla". rnt" 
""eminsLlJ 

fail-proof sohttion is not houeDer necessarila efectue in aU situanons
' 
ond can in some coses, eDen be a hindrance to de'elopment Consider hou the uorld's stdunch theocratic

srdtesUouldlhroudlorgespannefintotheu,ofksastheuholdthepefceptionthattheinclusionoJdnu
sucl1 etnpowering technolosies Lootll undermine the outhoritA oJ God in theit liues' or no'e tnsidrousiv'

the a thorita of;hei oultJundament(iist rcghne lran has vastla contrcIled and e&n limited the use of

ne|, @mlnunic.ttiue technotosies fot these Dery reasons Despite the fact that these technologies co A

uell propel manu of their poot, but we edrcQted, peopb ott o.t' powrtA ' Inn denies them occess none

tnetess.'we uo"i,l ,;erv 
^uch 

like to thit* that science .an be a sohtnotl to the ptoblem of pourtg but its

effeci1)eness sadlu depends on its receptiDeness itl the frst place

Even now as I Mite this, I am alreadv receivins feedback tuom students and teachers on how liberating it

istounderstandGPfromthispointofview'Ihopelhave€r"ressedthecoreideasoftlisinsightSimply
enough for everyone to understand but also deep enoush for people to appreciate how lse{ul this insisht is

for wlakeL mrt stronger students alike. so till nert time__.keep demandins a broader perspective. ((!!
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Com cs,newspap€re, books,the backsof cerealboxes,
advertsements there sa nuggetofinformat on
everywhere f youlookhardenough.

Ask yo!rself b 9 quesuons atter each movle: What was
!he mov e's focusT What was good about the show?
whatcoLrld havebeenbett€rTWhatwas.ea /unreal?
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Donotth nkthatoldpeople arebor ng.YoLrwillbe
surprsedw ththe rexpe.lencesandinsights.Asklher.
thetoptenquest onsthatpuzzleyouabo!t f e.

Tl]KII\
Getanoccas ona rern nderthatlifeisnotalwaysabout
angstbutjoyfulcuriosityinthesmallands mplethings
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Fo owthetra ofhyperlinks.Askfriendsforthe rfa- Yourmuseumsspenda otoftimeandmoneyputt ns
vouritepodalsof nformationthatcollectgreatlinks. them togethe r. Go d scoverwhatthef!ss sabo!t.
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Weusuallyst cktopeop ewhoth nklikeusandnever
cha engeo!rperspect ves. Beopentopeoplewho
disagreewithyo! forgood reason.
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Everybodyworsh pssometh igwhethertheyadm t t
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THE .wAY WE LIVE NOW #IO

What simnle truths
do we alrehdy know?

school of
wc began School of Thought bccause we were tioubied by the lndifference nuny yorrg
people showed towards ihc world and life in gefem since zoo2, we have been cor
slantly renring our cora A' level and O level tuitiof progranrnes to help {udenis th fk
more critically afd broadly about boih nrtiofi and global rffairs widrout sdcrilc
rrg good gridcs in lhe eranrnrations Paft ol our prolils go rfto suPportlfg an in house

Frrrncial Aid schene drar {udenis mrl apply for if their famrlics rrc c\perlencing se

vcrc fnancial dimcnlties and crnnor aiford classes loif our novcmen! !o chanee dre

world one mnrd, ofe herrt, ofr slep a! a .nre D.op by ior r vis I a! rr2 Middle Rord,

Midland llouse, +03 or, sinqaporc r33920 of call 6:114 377'r wwwschoolofthought.com sg
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