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CONAN: ROAD OF KINGS

After the pirate ship he captained
was sunk in the Vilayet Sea, Conan
decided to wander westward along
the Road of Kings to Messantia,
capital of Argos. After restoring
his paramour Olivia to her father,
the king of Ophir, the Cimmerian
continued along the Road through
Aquilonia, where he became brief-
ly embroiled in a plot against that
kingdom’s tyrannical ruler. When
the dust had cleared, Aquilonia
had a new king . . . but its royal
palace was light a few pounds of
gold, which clattered in Conan’s
stolen saddlebags . . .
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SOMETIMES THE BEST
ROAD...IS A RIVER
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NEAR THE FOINT WHERE THE
\ MIGHTY KHOROTAS RIVE,

S| WA OINED By THE TRIBUARY ” =
S | A PA/R OF RANK-AIRED
| RS I AD RS LIASED - | EveNGs AND MALODOROUS |
SCOW BOUND FOR MESSANTA. L 5
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THE VESSEL'S POLE-MEN, INURED TO SUCH PUNGENCIES,
HAD OTHER MATTERS ON THEIR VENAL MINDS...

THAT O VDR LM: 'Enﬁ | His 1 Qo ' 'a

I — —

THE sr:h?dw-ﬂ ﬂﬁ'?se HERETHE :
EMM EEN | CONAN WAS SCOWLING

HAD HEARD THEIR A Sz LAl AT THE SWARTHY /
SCHEMING EVEN OVER \ SCOW-MASTER'S BRASH | 4

__ /[ APPROPRIATION OF
THE CATTLES FLAIVTS. |l — | 7HE CoLoRFUL

JARGON OF TRUE
SEA




OUTBURST CAME INTO VIEW
AROUND A BEND IN THE RIVER.

1 II

—— —
SOMEWHERE AHEAD, NOT
FAR BEYOND THE FAR-
FAMED BRIDGE OF THE
SEA'S SORROWS, SPRAWLED
THE MYRIAD DOCKS
WHERE LAY AT ANCHOR
SHIFS THAT PLIED THE
WESTERN OCEAN...
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AYE, DON'T GET THOSE BLLL- T ALWAYS PAY
HORNS IN AN LUPROAR. MY PASSAGE, ~

WHETHER IT
IN STEEL: .+

; A
1
ey d _.h"l-., ,
v 4 ' 2 ' \.@- )
|l'- fhé"‘. .:Fr'r".'l -"'L__- \ L J
N = 3
Y 1'."-\. ;I é_c“
o L A
sk, *
¥ Y
o #, il
Sl L% . ~—
¥ . 3 |
M . ) ¢
' ol { ;
Ll i N o -
s =
o ra i { .
" i = ‘..-l'""" ¥
. = o e S e A
b - VR e o
= 7 y -\.'.ll _-I;l' _._::;.:_'__a :
- ] s \
| : 5 3 E “ )k bty
o .l'|l 0 o 5
e e T LR |1
e R =
S, -
o RN L i
il i, oy
e - X 5
L= ‘.-.-fl.‘ .i

l aﬂl Ll
SECOND

; et N CERTAINLY
! t a S -
# _.’J "'.“'J
i - 3 ’
4, ] i
- ;
o !j _:. .'I \rf I: .-_,r";
i 7 [ g p -

. W g - APE K :
y  FERHAPS IT b : YOU'DP BE MORE ' ; N
WOULD BE LESS SRR SO i VL WITH . ) v

Loy g . L =} ONE MNP, _ -

il'.

x FOR TWO DAYS, CONAN HAD :
s zaccor 2 7| BEEN TEMPTED TO COMMENT BUT HED HALF
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‘ S | APPROACHING THE | ggﬂg”fﬂg%wﬂﬂwm HAD QLD SCC fmfﬂﬁﬂmﬂ
T i OF SOME EARLIER assEnGER... | AR\ ON GIVING

S

: ITTO HIM.
‘] 2, ¥ e 5
7
. o i ,
[ | —
)
!\: e !ll-t
e T, i . 0 =
= | T By 3 -
. = s
i




L =

LIPON DOCKING, THE BARBARIAN
L| EAGERLY TOOK HIS LEAVE OF THE
f SOUNDS AND SMELLS OF THE BARGE...
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|| FOR THE DARK, CRAMPED
. | ALLEYS OF ANY'PORT WERE {.

A GOOD PLACE TQ GET
ONE'S PURSE STOLEN,
AND A THROAT SLIT...

...-AS SOMEONE NEAR
AT HAND MIGHT WELL
HAVE BEEN LEARNING,
AT THAT VERY MOMENT...

P

THE ROBBERY IS NONE
OF CONAN'S CONCERN,...
AND THE CORNERED MAN
IS ARMED AND ARMORED...




B %M pEFEND B
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BLAPE MORE

FREELY !

PRAISE THE GODS ¥ GET 41y

LAPS
OF THIEVERY YOU BEFORE HE CAN RAISE
PONT! a4  THAT CLEAVER
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W --WHILE T
CARVE THAT
PLATE-SHIRT [

\  OFF HIM,
b, SCALE BY-- 48




) FOR A FLEETING MOMENT, CONAN
| PUBILS S/ | CONSIDERED WARNING THE
- | 7WO REMAINING ROBBERS OFF.

—— .. o -

.80 HE DID WHAT CAME
ORE NATURALLY TO HIM.

WHY PIP YOU NTEREERE, & FPERHAPS |[F I BARE
CONANZ I HAP THE BATTLE \ - MY HEAD LIKE
b WELL /N HANZ. ] YOURS...




YOU CORINTHLAN

I THOUGHT
YOU WERE PUSHING
UP POLPHINS FROM
THE BOTTOM OF THE

COME. I TAKE
IT YOU WERE ON
YOUR WAY TO THAT
TAVEREN 1D TOLDP
You ABOUT.

/ WE TOOK A TURN THIEVING

TOGETHER IN SHADIZAR

.+ BEFORE HE
WAS HLRCEREL...
BY AN ASSASSIN
WITH A SWORD?
FOR AN ARM.

KRIMSAR"
KILLER ANP?
AGAIN IN THE GOLP
HILLS OF OPHIR...

-~AFTER I

THE SIPE OF THE
1 CLWid WITH FOLR
i TURANIANS CLINGING
= TO YOU LIKE
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WE THREE WOLIND UP |
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LIXE THIS

HINK YOLY

A SHORT WALK LATER.
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¥ 4 i irﬁu‘qp 5E‘L-L"
SWORPS SLUCH
AS YOU ANDP I
CAN ONLY HOPE
THEY GIVE W4k
A CHANCE TO




I'VE ASKER YOU T HAVE A 44N~
BEFORE A2F TO as
PO THAT! At

SHOULD BE
WELL L/SEZ TO
HAYING YOUR

f g

CAN I HELP YOU TWO BIG, 1P
STRONG WARRIORSZ

L

P OTHER
PARTS--OF THIS TAVERN,
I LIKE IT ALREADPY.

Hgﬂﬂﬂﬁ AND T HAVE P SINCE THE OWL Y

ROAMING EVE OF THE [P sl o 4 CONAN INE [ SALED UNDER.
CAPTAIN OF IHE GUARDPS, o s | WAS SEQS/Ls OF
STRANGER--ONLY WITH ABOUT KHROSHA, T WAS




YOUR SIGNING BONUS
LD COVER THE COS&T,
WON'T PAY

7 I'VE STILL
W ArewGolr
F--;-I.II mHKErﬁ THﬂT i
| | sHouLp sez To JIl
Ll My NeEps. il

" GOOP! T'LL SENP YOu
 TO SOMEONE WHO WILL

“T'LL HAVE SHAND!
AsK DARA TO JOIMN Us
LATER--BUT NOW WE MUST
GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS.

THE CIMMERIAN BARELY
GLANCED AT THE ARGUS, OF
WHOSE CREWMAN HE HAD
ASKED DIRECTIONS EARLIER.
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AT LENGTH, AS IVANOS HAD SAID, A SIGN
THAT BORE NO S¥YMBOL ELUTTERED
SLIGHTLY IN THE BREEZE FROM THE SEA.
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--AND IN NOTHING THAT
COULD BE TRACED TO
ITS RIGHTFUL OWNER.
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¥ SPOKEN TW/CE SINCE
1 ARRIVEL IN TOWN
THIS MORNING...
ONCE BY A GOOP
SOLPIER,..ONCE
BY A MLIRPEROUS
CUTPLR,

& TRAVEL IN ALL
- KINPS OF CIRCLES
SN N A PORT CITY,
. b OUTLANDER.



¥ ©ON THE Q7TAHER HANP...IT IS
il ALWAYS A PLEASLRE TO PEAL
WITH A MAN OF &&L/TY.
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BELT, WITH
ITS GOLPEN
BUCKLE.
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PERHAPS THAT
SCOW-MASTER
HAD KNOWN
SOMETHING,
AFTER ALL.

WG Lo Bar e ¥
AND PUT OUT AN £¥E... ‘:




OH, YES-- &
NOTHING LIKE A N\
FINE SCARLET
CLOAK TO AP THE
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ITS TIME I
WAS GOING...WHILE
I'VE STILL A FEW
COINS LEFT IN

STILL 2WE
AHETE ITEM IN MY i
FAck R4 THAT Sl

I WOLILDP HAVE

{ ...AND I SHALL OFFER

| "You sOMETHING You

\ WILL NOT BE ABLE J
\ TO RES/STY




PP YOU REALLY
THINK A NORTHERN
BARBARIAN WOLLLDPN'T
KNOW A TRAFPLOOR
BENEATH HiS HEELS
WHEN HE STEPPEP

~=WHY I
SHOULDP NOT
IMPALE YOU CN

THOSE PEAP

E"EECALIEE"IF YOU SPARE
CU CAN KEEP ALL YOou
FG'UMF IN MY SHOP FOR
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You WﬂULP
HAVE HADR TO

SCRAMBLE POWN
TO RETRIEVE
YOUR COINAGE,
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HE WOULD HAVE TO DO | . ’

BUT, RIGHT THEN, HE FELT LIKE A DRINK
OR THREE...BEFORE HE RETURNED TO THE

¥>.| BLACK STAG FOR SOME SERIOUS IMBIBING.
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AS IT HAPPENED--HIS OWN
BUSINESS FINISHED EARLY--
IVANOS ARRIVED BACK AT THE
BLACK STAG JUST AT DUSK.
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ANYWHERE
BUT A#ERES THOSE
LOUTS HAYE BEEN
: \ ERINKING SINCE
YOU LIKE TO GO : : - IHE...
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WORK?Z
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WANT TO WIND uP I
N IN THE ANES \
DLUNGEON?




S WEZARLE
SN\ FEER? IT TO MY
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WITH IT!
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SO IT WAS THAT, SOON AFTER DARK, o
CONAN ARRIVED—-HALF-INTOXICATED ;
r AND FULLY IN GOOD HUMOR... -
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IN SOME PARK
CORNER OF HELL,
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YOLR FRIEND?
KILLED 7N
| AHER: -5 TELL
| USs WHERE HE'S R4V TO,
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GOT A
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SOMEPLACE GUIET--WHERE
YOU CAN SCREAM OUT HIS
HIPING-PLACE WITH YOUR
FiNAL
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YOU.., WANT MY
SAPTPLEBAGST

VERY WELL,
THEN...
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\ EVEN N HIS INEBRIATED STATE

| CONAN KNEW IT WAS WISER TO ELEE
| THAN TO FIGHT MEN WHO WERE

IN THE EMPLOY OF ARGOS'S KING...
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YET, THE EKRANT FATES SEEMED TO : :
HAVE CONSFIRED AGAINST HIM... THE ROOM SPUN

BEFORE CONANS
EYES LIKE A
DRUNKEN DERVISH.




; WOULLE THAT HEAR HE!
I AdPS HE'S STILL I AM CONF/SCATING
BREATHING... ALL THIS CRIMINAL'S
GOLP IN THE NAME
OF THE XA S--
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NEXT: CONAN'S DAY IN COURT
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CONAN: ROAD OF KINGS LETTERS PAGE

What you have just witnessed is the official last
cliffhanger of Road of Kings. Next issue is the final
chapter in this stage of Dark Horse's Conan saga.
As our barbarian enters new phases of his life and
career, it's good to occasionally shake things up, and
s0 Road of Kings comes to an end.

Appropriately, we have a letter this month that
touches on exactly that legacy of torchbearers that
have guided Robert E. Howard's creation through so
many years of comics.

Dear all at Dark Horse,

I've never been much of a comics-letter writer; |'ve
only written once before, and that was to the quys at
Savage Sword of Conan in the eighties, so this is a big
deal for me. Conan has been by my side since | was ten
years old (some thirty years ago), and I've collected abso-
lutely everything printed, from REH to Thomas, Buscema
to Nord, and it still amazes me. Since getting a doctorate
and practicing as a clinical psychologist, my colleagues
ask when I'll “grow out” of comics, and | laugh and smile
and say, "Maybe one day; who knows?” But | know that

E-MAIL YOUR COMMENTS TO CONAN@DARKHORSE.COM

| won't, and seeing the job you are doing with Conan,
seeing Roy return, seeing the utterly beautiful covers
by Doug Wheatley, | have my answer. Conan is doing
what he does best at Dark Horse—fighting monsters and
magicians, lifting wenches over one shoulder, grabbing
a purse of gold on the fly—and | know that he won't
change, so why should we? Conan will remain a barbar-
1an in a civilized world, showing us all that sometimes the
simple, direct approach will carry the day. As long as you
keep on giving us tales to remind us of a different age, we
will follow and cheer, “Bring it on!”
Dr. Mike Lloyd
Cheshire, England

Don’t worry, Mike. We intend to continue bringing it
for the foreseeable future! You're right that the core
of Conan’s character is timeless, and his essential
appeal has remained unchanged in the eighty years
since his creation. At the same time, you mention the
long line of storytellers who have embellished his tale
and kept the tone of his adventures fresh, a balance
that | think has been key to his continued popularity.

THE ADVENTURES QF

Lord Byron was fond of boxing; Pos
was a runner and & swimmer in his
youth; Rupert Brooke was fond of
diving and hiking; de Castro tells
us Blerce was very proud of his
skill at knife-throwing; de Castro
himself found it necessary to put
in a year at muscle-building.

Source: REH lefter to H, P. Lovecraft, March 6, 1933==The Collected Letters of Robert E. Howard, Volume Thrine, Robert E. Howard Foundation Prass, 2008,

Jack London loved to box, fence and
wrestle; Frank Harris was once a
prizefighter, and so was Jim Tully;
even the superior Mr. Ehaw was
once a claver boxer.

TRUE STORIES FROM THE

TWO-GUN BOR. EEEEEEE PN CZ 8y JIM & RUTH KEEGAN
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2 COPTRIGHT L0071 Y JIM L RUTH KRGS FH il

With the world full of stronger
men than I, and smarter men
than I, I have no cause for
vanity concerning either my
ordinary muscles or mediocre
mental power.




Which brings me back to the end of Road of Kings.
We're going to be sad to see this team go their sepa-
rate ways, but don't worry, Conan fans, because the
story continues the very next month in the new Conan

the Barbarian #1, which will pick up where Road of

Kings leaves off and will begin the story we're most
often asked for, “Queen of the Black Coast.” Helmed by
writer Brian Wood and artist Becky Cloonan, Barbarian
is going to take Conan to new levels of intensity, and it
hits February 8, so mark your calendars!

In the meantime, we've got a new King Conan series,
The Phoenix on the Sword, debuting next month, with

the team of Tim Truman, Tomas Giorello, and Jose
Villarrubia. And make sure you're right back here
in one month, for the blowout conclusion from Roy,
Mike, John, and Dan, "Conan’s Day in Court™!
Rounding out our package this month, we've got this
majestic Conan pinup from Karl Moline, of Buffy and
Fray fame, colored by Road of Kings's Dan Jackson.

Enjoy! %) :

—Brendan

NEXT ISSUE—ON SALE
JAMNUARY 181 COMNAN:
ROAD OF KINGS #12

ON SALE JANUARY 25|
KING CONAN: THE
PHOEMNIX ON THE
SWORD #1

ON S5ALE FEERUARY 8!
CONAN THE BARBARIAN
#1



